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Stop and Jot

What does 

Sustainability mean 

to you?  

What do you think 

Sustainability 

means to your 

students?   



Menti



Thinking Piece Audio Clip 

Consider the 

generational values, 

attitudes and 

perceptions that are 

challenged in this 
piece.



Generational Narratives

“This research provides valuable insights to help inform the design of effective climate 

communications strategies that motivate different generational groups to act collectively”.

“Communications about climate change that highlight commonalities between subgroups of the 

population may help to reduce eco-anxiety and foster the kind of cooperation necessary to 

mitigate and adapt it.” 

(E. Cotter and S. Timmons, ESRI, 2024)

Consider the 

generational values, 

attitudes and 

perceptions challenged 

in this piece.



Learning Intentions

We will …

▪ plan for student-centred learning experiences that consider Education for 

Sustainable Development across the strands and elements of the Home 

Economics specification

▪ engage with student-centred approaches to learning, teaching and 

assessment that support students as active agents in their learning

▪ explore how formative assessment strategies can support students to 

become independent, active learners.



Education for Sustainable Development



Planning for Student-Centred Learning
Consider the theme of 
the unit of learning and  

explore the learning 
outcomes across 

strands and elements
 Use the action verbs 

to support 
engagement with the 
learning outcomes

Decide on the key 
learning that will 

encourage student 
engagement with the 
learning outcomes

Identify the resources 
and strategies that can 

be used to ensure 
student-centred 

learning experiences

Reflect on the unit of 
learning

Unit of 

Learning 

Outline the formative 

and summative 

assessment moments

A key principle from ESD to 2030 is “to 

promote and use a variety of pedagogical 

techniques that support active and 

participatory learning, critical thinking and 

the development of key dispositions and 

skills.” 

(ESD to 2030, 2024) 



Key Documents

NCCA SEC



Learning Outcomes and Action Verbs



Student-Centred Learning
Planning Activity 

1. Create a unit of learning by identifying 3-5 learning outcomes, 

consider the role of the action verbs, and distil the key learning.



Education about Sustainable 
Development

“Home economics develops 

students who are 

environmentally conscious and 

dedicated to a sustainable and 

responsible way of life.”

(HE Specification, 2017, p. 5)

“ESD seeks to build 

understanding of the 

interconnections between 

social, economic and 

environmental systems and 

fosters the development of 

skills and the motivation to take 

action for a sustainable future.”

 

(ESD to 2030, p.11)



The Global Goals 



Interlinked Pillars of Sustainability 



Student Centred Learning
Planning Activity 

1. Create a unit of learning by identifying 3-5 learning outcomes, consider 

the role of the action verbs, and distil the key learning.

2. Identify opportunities for Education about Sustainable Development 

where students engage with the interlinked pillars of Sustainability in your 

chosen learning outcomes 

3. Choose possible supplementary stimuli to support this unit of learning, 

there is a Padlet wall to support you with this. 



Education for Sustainable Development 
Resources Padlet Wall



Support for Subject Specific Language 



Planning for Student-Centred Learning
Consider the theme of 
the unit of learning and  

explore the learning 
outcomes across 

strands and elements
 Use the action verbs 

to support 
engagement with the 
learning outcomes

Decide on the key 
learning that will 

encourage student 
engagement with the 
learning outcomes

Identify the resources 
and strategies that can 

be used to ensure 
student-centred 

learning experiences

Reflect on the unit of 
learning

Unit of 

Learning 

Outline the formative 

and summative 

assessment moments



Quality Education

“Acknowledges the agency of teachers in 

making informed and reflective 

professional decisions about learning 

and teaching in line with the curriculum 

and in response to the abilities and 

needs of all young people in a variety of 

contexts”
(LAOS 2022, p.9)



Learning Intentions

We will …

▪ plan for student-centred learning experiences that consider Education 

for Sustainable Development across the strands and elements of the 

Home Economics specification

▪ engage with student-centred approaches to learning, teaching and 

assessment that support students as active agents in their learning

▪ explore how formative assessment strategies can support students to 

become independent, active learners.



Break



Learning Intentions

We will …

▪ plan for student-centred learning experiences that consider Education 

for Sustainable Development across the strands and elements of the 

Home Economics specification

▪ engage with student-centred approaches to learning, teaching and 

assessment that support students as active agents in their learning

▪ explore how formative assessment strategies can support students to 

become independent, active learners.



Students as Active Agents in their 
Learning

“The quality framework views students as 

active agents in their learning who engage 

purposefully in a wide range of learning 

activities, who respond in a variety of ways 

to different learning opportunities, and who 

are allowed to engage in meaningful 

discussions with teachers to inform 

learning and teaching.” 

(LAOS 2022, p.9)



Planning for Student-Centred Learning
Consider the theme of 
the unit of learning and  

explore the learning 
outcomes across 

strands and elements
 Use the action verbs 

to support 
engagement with the 
learning outcomes

Decide on the key 
learning that will 

encourage student 
engagement with the 
learning outcomes

Identify the resources 
and strategies that can 

be used to ensure 
student-centred 

learning experiences

Reflect on the unit of 
learning

Unit of 

Learning 

Outline the formative 

and summative 

assessment moments



Remove barriers 
to learning

Improve learning 
for all students

Empower students 

as active agents in 

their learning

Establish an  

inclusive learning 

environment

Allow for greater 
enjoyment in the 

learning 

Offer choice and 
decision-making 

opportunities

Engage with the 
rich diversity in the 

classroom

Encourage 
reflection on 

learning to learn

Student-Centred Learning Experiences…



Support Student-Centred Learning

‘If learners are to take more responsibility for their own learning, then they need to know what they 

are going to learn, how they will recognise when they have succeeded and why they should learn 

it in the first place.’ (NCCA, Focus on Student Learning series, 2015)

Learning Intention: 

Know, understand 

and/or do

Success Criteria: 

How to recognise 

successful learning

Formative 

Feedback: How to 

progress students’ 

learning



Learning Intentions and 
Success Criteria



Benefits of Learning Intentions and 
Success Criteria

‘If learners are to take more responsibility for their own learning, then they need to know what they 

are going to learn, how they will recognise when they have succeeded and why they should learn it 

in the first place.’ (NCCA, Focus on Student Learning series, 2015)

Benefits for the Student:

• Provides students with an 

opportunity to reflect on their 

own work

• Provides a flexible framework 

for self-assessment

Benefits for the Teacher:

• Identify possible 

misconceptions in advance

• Provides a scaffold for the 

task at hand

• Provides a scaffold for 

formative feedback



Learning Intentions:

A learning intention for a lesson or series of lessons is a statement, created by 

the teacher, that describes clearly what the teacher wants the students to know, 

understand, and be able to do following learning and teaching activities. 



Success Criteria:

aligns with the learning intentions and are developed by the teacher or 

co-created with the students. It describes what success looks like. 



• Describe how the key learning will be brought to life in the classroom.

• Consider what strategies and resources will support students in experiencing 
the key learning. 

• Develop ideas on how the key learning can be assessed.

• Does the assessment align with the learning outcomes and the action verbs? 



Planning a Student-Centred Learning 
Experience

What can we include 

when creating this 

student-centred learning 

experience to make it 

successful?



Student-Centred Learning Experiences



Creating Student-Centred Experiences

Join
your assigned group

Create
a student-centred learning experience

Time
20 minutes



Soapbox Activity 



Learning Intentions

We will …

▪ plan for student-centred learning experiences that consider Education 

for Sustainable Development across the strands and elements of the 

Home Economics specification

▪ engage with student-centred approaches to learning, teaching and 

assessment that support students as active agents in their learning

▪ explore how formative assessment strategies can support students to 

become independent, active learners.



Lunch



Learning Intentions

We will … 

▪ plan for student-centred learning experiences that consider Education for 

Sustainable Development across the strands and elements of the Home 

Economics specification

▪ engage with student-centred approaches to learning, teaching and 

assessment that support students as active agents in their learning

▪ explore how formative assessment strategies can support students to 

become independent, active learners.



Self-Reflection Bullseye



Supporting the Process of 
Formative Assessment 

‘If learners are to take more responsibility for their own learning, then they need to know what they 

are going to learn, how they will recognise when they have succeeded and why they should learn 

it in the first place.’ (NCCA, Focus on Student Learning series, 2015)

Learning Intention: 

Know, understand 

and/or do

Success Criteria: 

How to recognise 

successful learning

Formative 

Feedback: How to 

progress students’ 

learning



Formative Feedback

“Teachers should develop and use clearly-

expressed success criteria to guide 

teaching and learning. These success 

criteria should be developed and/or shared 

with students and used as reference points 

for feedback to students on their learning.”

(DE, What Subject Inspections tell us about

Junior Cycle implementation , 2023, p. 16)



Sharing of Practice –
Supported Gallery Walk 



Feedback Reflection



Planning for Student-Centred Learning
Consider the theme of 
the unit of learning and  

explore the learning 
outcomes across 

strands and elements
 Use the action verbs 

to support 
engagement with the 
learning outcomes

Decide on the key 
learning that will 

encourage student 
engagement with the 
learning outcomes

Identify the resources 
and strategies that can 

be used to ensure 
student-centred 

learning experiences

Reflect on the unit of 
learning

Unit of 

Learning 

Outline the formative 

and summative 

assessment moments



Meaningful Feedback
focuses on the quality of the work 

relates to agreed success criteria

identifies success and achievement 

indicates suggestions for improvement 

prompts student thinking 

(NCCA, Formative Feedback, 2015, p. 5)

allows time for improvement to take place



Feedback for All Learners 
Feedback Formats Ways to Feedback Differentiated 

Feedback

Example 

Prompt

Reminder 

Prompt

Scaffold 

Prompt



Teacher Video – Formative Feedback



Teacher Voice – Formative Feedback 

What aspects of this teacher’s 

use of formative feedback 

resonate with you? 



Student Feedback Loop



Student Voice Video 



What are the 

considerations we 

need to have when 

planning student 

feedback?

Considerations When Planning Student 
Feedback



Planning for Effective Student Feedback

Important 

Considerations for 

Effective Student 

Feedback 



Teacher Feedback Loop 

How is feedback 

used in my 

classroom to 

support students’ 

learning? 



How do I know students 

understand the feedback 

given? 

What can I do to check 

this?

Teacher Feedback Loop 



Teacher Feedback Loop 

How do my students 

understand their role in their 

learning? 

How do I support and guide 

my students in making 

decisions about their 

learning? 

What strategies have my 

students developed to 

support them in their 

learning?



Teacher Feedback Loop 

What does action look 

like? 

Who assumes 

responsibility for taking 

action? 

How do I manage the 

learning environment to 

support students to take 

action?



Teacher Feedback Loop 

What strategies do I 

use to support 

students to recognise 

improvement in their 

learning?



ESD Strategy to the 
Home Economics Classroom

Education for Sustainable Development

“Home economics education develops 

students’ essential life skills and 

personal independence. It supports the 

development of students who are 

critical, creative thinkers and 

encourages students to be problem-

solvers capable of making ethically and 

socially responsible decisions.”

(HE Specification, 2017, p. 4)

Education about Sustainable Development

“Home economics education uses a 

systems approach to empower individuals 

and families with the knowledge and skills 

to address these real-life concerns of 

everyday living.”

(HE Specification, 2017, p. 4)



Department Meeting 

Join
your department  group

Reflect

on your department's current practice regarding planning for student-
centred learning experiences that enable students as active agents in their 
learning and what agreed actions can be taken in light of today's learning

Time
25 minutes



Share the Learning



Learning Intentions 

We have …

▪ planned for student-centred learning experiences that consider 

sustainability across the strands and elements of the Home Economics 

specification

▪ engaged with student-centred approaches to teaching, learning and 

assessment that support students as active agents in their learning

▪ explored how formative assessment strategies can support students 

to become independent, active learners.



www.oide.ie info@oide.ie 

Join the mailing list@Oide_HomeEc  

http://www.oide.ie/
mailto:info@oide.ie


Thank you
Go raibh maith agat
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