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Quick Warm up Activities to get
Students Talking

1. Picture Prompt: Show an intriguing image and ask students
to discuss what they think is happening.

2.Word Association: Say a word and have students quickly
say the first word that comes to mind, building a chain of
associations.

3.Would You Rather: Pose a series of “Would you rather”
questions to spark debate and explain their choices.

4.Quick Debates: Give a debatable statement and have
students line up according to their agreement or
disagreement, then discuss.

5.Story Starters: Provide the first line of a story and have
each student add a sentence, building a story together.

¢
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Sample Guidlines for Working with Others

The following are examples of guidelines that could be
co-constructed with a class group.

Every group
member is
responsible for
completing the task

Listen to
understand

Be open to
others ideas

Every group member is
responsible for making
sure all the group
members know and
understand the
answers.

Criticize ideas, not
people
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Rally Coach

1.In this activity, students pair up. Between them, they
have a task and one pencil. As they listen Student A
is responsible for initiating the discussion,
and Student B listens. Student B questions,
challenges the assumptions or ideas
offered and discuss the answer with Student A.
2.Students discuss their points together, question each
other's ideas and rephrase their thoughts. They work
collaboratively on word choice and coherency
3.Student B then records their answer.

Students discuss and rephrase their thoughts in pairs

Student B

Student A ‘k
e i»a

Al

3. Inthe opening of TEXT 2 George Saunders refers to people making “a series of dreadful
mistakes” in life.

Imagine you are taking part in a schools’ debating competition. Write a speech in which
you argue for or against the motion: “Human beings never learn from their mistakes.”
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Paired Reading

Paired (or partner) reading is an evidence-based strategy that
provides a model of fluent reading and helps students learn
decoding skills. When using this strategy, students read aloud to
each other. In this paired activity, more fluent readers can be paired
with less fluent readers, or students who read at the same level can
be paired to reread a story they have already read. Paired reading
helps students work together, encourages cooperation and
supports peer-assisted learning. It allows students to take turns
reading and provide each other with feedback as a way to monitor
comprehension.

Paired reading can be modified to suit any text, and students can
take turns reading sentences, paragraphs, pages or chapters. Once
a suitable text is chosen, introduce the students to the Paired
Reading strategy. Modelling the procedure is crucial to ensure that
students understand how to use the strategy.

1. Establish a routine for students to adopt so that they know the
step-by-step requirements for engaging in paired reading.

2. Allow some time to read the text in advance of reading aloud to
promote confidence.

3. The stronger reader in the pair could read aloud first while the
second reader listens and follows along.

Encourage pairs to ask each other some reflective questions about
what was read. Students might ask "What was your extract about?
What was your favourite part?". We can also encourage students to
offer feedback and praise frequently for correct reading.

Teaching students an error-correction procedure to use when
supporting each other's reading (i.e. re-reading misread words;
signaling for difficulty) is also very worthwhile in promoting student
confidence.

5.
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Sample Roles
Group work roles can vary depending on size and context. Below
are some roles that can be used when doing group work.

S >

Spokesperson
This team member speaks on
behalf of the group. Itis
important that this student
understands and listens to the
discussion, so that they can
relay it to the class.

R — >

Recorder/Time Keeper | Evaluator
This student’s role is to keep This student keeps notes on
students on task by reminding the group process (how well

them of the time limit. They individuals in the group are
are also tasked with taking working together) to lead any
notes of the group’s evaluation at the end of the

discussion. session.

O —=— >

Encourager
This student encourages
every member of the group to
participate. They also ensure
that everyone’s voice is
listened to.

Manager
The role of the manger is to
lead the discussion. It is
important that the manager
is inclusive, focused on the
task and listens intently.
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Sample Sentence Stems for Group Work
Here are some sentence stems to encourage conversation and
participation in group work.

%( ___________________

Giving an Opinion:
. In my opinion __because
. From my perspective _
. It seems to me that ___,
given that_

. | believe as/because

. | feel that __

. Having listened to the
information presented, |
think__

___________________ >€

Agreeing:
| agree with____and |
wanttoadd_
| am in agreement of what
_____said because
| share __ s viewon __
particularly when we
consider
lecho ___ ’s thoughts, as
evidenced by

Disagreeing:
Whilst | understand what
you’re saying, | disagree
because
| have listened and
understand your point but
| have a different opinion
on the matter.

An alternative perspective
could be

&( ___________________

Clarifying:

Could you explain your
thinking around your last
point?

If 1 understand correctly
you’re saying___

| was thinking about what
___said and I’'m
wondering if

Are you saying that __?

___________________ >€

8.
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Sample Sentence Stems for Group Work
Here are some sentence stems to encourage conversation and
participation in group work.

%( ___________________

Encouraging:

. What do others
about this?

. Let’s hear from someone
who hasn’t spoken yet.

. Is there another
perspective we haven’t
heard yet?

. (name) what is your view
on this?

. Do you have any insights
you’d like to add?

think

Summarising

. Torecap, we covered __
The main arguments we
explored were ___

To summarise the main
points,

Our discussion highlighted
that _

To conclude, the consensus
was __

Although opinions varied, the
main takeaway is

&( ___________________

hing

___________________ >€

. Building on what | said

. Expanding on that,

Building on Ideas:
earlier, __

Another point to consider
is

To expand on what | said,
I'd like to add

Linking to s idea I'd
like to add____
| support ’s point

especially in light of ___

Time Keeping

. To stay on schedule, let's

move to the next
question/topic.

Our time is almost up, so
let's make any final
comments.

. Let's take the last few

minutes to summarise
our key points.
Let’s stay focused on the

topic.

9.
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Sample Sentence Stems to Structure Discussion

Opening Statement: “Today, we are discussing . Let’s consider
different viewpoints and evidence before drawing conclusions.”

Agreement: “| agree with what said about , because

Disagreement: “| see your point, , but | think differently. From
my perspective, ?

Adding Information: “To add to what mentioned, | also think
that

Clarification: “Could you clarify what you mean by ? | interpret
that as

Evidence-Based Reasoning: “Based on the evidence we have, such
as , it seems that

Summarizing: “So far, we’ve discussed . The key points seem

to be

Questioning: “What do you think about ? How does it relate to
?”

Building on Ideas: “Taking what said further, we could also

consider

Reflecting on Discussion: “Reflecting on our discussion, I've
realized

10.
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Sample Sentence Stems to Structure Writing

Compare and Contrast: “While both and share

similarities such as , they differ in

Cause and Effect: “Due to , occurred, leading to

Problem and Solution: “The issue of can be addressed by
, which would ”

Descriptive: “The is characterized by , , and

, Which all contribute to

Process Analysis: “To achieve , one must start with ,

then , and finally

Argumentative: “Although some believe that , it is clear that
because ”

Narrative: “When faced , they decided to , Which

resulted in ?

Expository: “The concept of is significant because ,

and this impacts in the following ways:

11.
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Statement or prompt given.
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Pl 2

v
1. First student gives their opinion on
the statement using an academic

frame.

3.The next student then extends
or disagrees with the second
student’s interpretation.

Triads

™
2. Second student agrees or 4
disagrees with first student. ,\{

4. Finally, the first student must

state if they still have the same o
opinion or has their opinion

shifted.

12.



Taciics anbhfoghlaim - Supparting he professional =
i Learning of School Leaders rl a s

and Tezchers

(7

@ Statement:“Despite his serious flaws, the audience remains
sympathetic towards King Lear”.

T

1.“l dispute the idea that the 2. “) agree, King Lear’s moral -
audience is sympathetic to blindness and arrogance lead /4"
King Lear because firstly...” to0..” 12

4, “Although | recognise the last

3.”1 actually disagree with both
statement, | still believe...”

statements and developed
profound sympathy for Lear’s
suffering”.

o ‘e

(i) “Cordelia plays a more significant role than Goneril or Regan in the play, King Lear.”

To what extent do you agree or disagree with the above statement? In your response
you should consider the roles played by all three sisters. Support your answer with
reference to the text.
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Diamond Ranking

This is a collaborative activity where students prioritize ideas
on cards, arranging them in a diamond shape—most important
at the top and bottom, and least important in the middle. It
encourages discussion and critical thinking. Here'’s a
condensed explanation:
1.Setup: Students get nine cards with ideas related to a
question. If given more, they select nine most relevant to
the criteria.
2.Arrangement: Cards are placed in a diamond pattern: one
at the top, two below, three in the middle, two further down,
and one at the bottom, reflecting priority.
3.Discussion: Students discuss to reach a consensus on the
arrangement, justifying their choices.
4.Collaboration: Pairs join to compare diamonds and may
form a combined version through consensus.
Reflection: Students reflect on the process, discussing
differences, consensus-building, and whether all ideas were
considered. This method promotes engagement and
accommodates diverse perspectives, making it a useful tool for
differentiated learning.

#¢ Click here or scan the QR Code below to access further
supports on group strategies

14.
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Debating

15.
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Quick Debate Topics

Is homework beneficial
for students, or should
it be banned?

Should the voting age
be lowered to 167?

Is technology making us
more alone?

Should celebrities
be role models?

Is pineapple an
acceptable pizza
topping?

Should mobile phones be
banned in school?

16.
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Using Connectors to Link Ideas

Firstly,
Secondly,
Thirdly

Accordingly

\

Consequently
Therefore

Giving . To
Examples _// illustrate

Finally,
lastly

Nevertheless

Instead For .
example

17.
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Inclusive Debating for EAL Learners

COMMON EUROPEAN FRAMEWORK
OF REFERENCE FOR LANGUAGES:
LEARNING, TEACHING, ASSESSMENT

COMPANION VOLUME .
WITH NEW DESCRIPTORS Click here or scan the QR code

below to access the Common
European Framework of Reference
for Languages, Learning, Teaching
Assessment.

Here is an example of the descriptors in relation to debating which can be
found on p.72 of the above booklet.

SUSTAINED MONOLOGUE: PUTTING A CASE (E.G. IN A DEBATE) PROS[E]

c2 Na descriptors available; sse C1
Can angue a case on a complex issue, formulating paints precisely and employing emphasis effectively.
(] Can davelop an argument systematically in well-structured speech, taking into account the inferiocutar’s perspective,
ighlighting significant paints wilh supgorting examples and 0 appropriately.

Can davelop an argument systematically with appropriate highlighting of signiicant peants, and relevant supporting dela

f reasoned argument
ing the advantages and disadvantages of various options

Can develop an argument we h ko be followed withoul difficulty mast of the time

Can give simple reasons bo justify & viewpoint on a famiar topic.
B1 Can expeess opinions on subjects relating 1o everyday e, using simple expressions.

Can briefly give reasons and explanations. for apinions, plans and actions

Can say whether o« not hesshe approves of what someone has done and give reasons 1o justify this opinion

Can explain what she Bies or dislikes about something, wiy he/she prefers one thing to another, making simgle, direct
A2 COMpAriSons.

Can present histher opinion in simple terms, provided listenars are patient.
Al No descripfors avalable

Pre-A1 No descriplors avalable

18.


https://jctie.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/ClusterWorkshops/EYW5b2Rhk_JHtziIYy2fxH8Bde5rzd5rghfxdrqdK3tOZw?e=Jyg0fc
https://jctie.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/ClusterWorkshops/EYW5b2Rhk_JHtziIYy2fxH8Bde5rzd5rghfxdrqdK3tOZw?e=Jyg0fc
https://jctie.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/ClusterWorkshops/EYW5b2Rhk_JHtziIYy2fxH8Bde5rzd5rghfxdrqdK3tOZw?e=Jyg0fc
https://jctie.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/ClusterWorkshops/EYW5b2Rhk_JHtziIYy2fxH8Bde5rzd5rghfxdrqdK3tOZw?e=Jyg0fc
https://jctie.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/ClusterWorkshops/EYW5b2Rhk_JHtziIYy2fxH8Bde5rzd5rghfxdrqdK3tOZw?e=Jyg0fc
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Concern Debating

CONCERN

DEBATES

Click on image above to access the website or scan the QR code.

Examples of available resources below.

How to
structure ’
your speech

Chairperson's
Sample
Speech

e
Ln-;n:‘um:mr:;mn tracitionaily Slked bry a student of tha pemposition schosl it 3 tescher can Sample Captain Opening Speech

The chaisperuon’s nok i 10 introduce the tesms and saintsin order during e delase. Thay open the detiss
oy weblonming participants and inviting e capsain of the Eroposition b speak. They also clove e debate by
Tharking Pt ] they &

are tierg pealiers iurrid during the débale.

biged g o el clissing the

For online debates I;I

Sanple opening speech foe onling dobates

“Wicerme 1 fEnsest o —
name school nome) . My rame s
ared 1am yousr chairpersen hor 1ociny's debate

S th Cistbers Wbl Dt Progl vt B i 1 0EL4 e 50,000 G185 P witlect with
- nt and C1 hange, 40 Termorium, axtremse poverty and the
‘scourge of HIW and ALDS. e hope thas by you participation in the debates, Ihat yoe as audience members
- change. sevking fuitn and human rights for ad
Concen Worldwide would ke 0 thank it adiudicaiors, isachers and teams for making this debate posstie.

The motkon bedone the house the evenang is: ___ Today, (inserf name of
v

[ i

sohood name). wil ba copotng the maton.

Each particinant speais for 4 minutes and 30 seconds. Each beam's timeleeper tsllis scunded a1 3 minutes,

aned again at 4 minstes 15 SSCOnGS, a1 which time the speaker hus 15 S6conds 19 finish up. Afone speaiing

hor ko thar 4 minvtes and 3 seeands wil kcur 3 me penalty.

Hekbng and sarcante romaris 4 ot of place and will be penalned by the adedicaton, Perionalined.

imchvichusal remarks are rot tnlerated and both e ane asked 0 nelran from usng ofersive Lnguags when
ot

e ™ Detuaten ey,
Eoses against tha othos of She compHtition "
1will v call o the Captain of thepeoposiion ____ 10.0pen this evening's debate ™ ; ~ CONCERN
DEBATES
* i~ CONCERN Cﬁﬁm
DEBATES ]

19.


https://www.concern.net/schools-and-youth/debates

Feature
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Debating Planner

Notes

Supporting Evidence/
References

Opening
Statement:

Argument One:

Argument Two:

Argument Three:

Closing
Arguments:

20.
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Debating Reflection Sheet

How can | improve my work?

Are all my claims backed up with
evidence/ reasoning?

Do my conclusions follow a
logical pattern?

Are the arguments | am making
solid and sound plausible?

Have | made any claims that are
not well developed and are
redundant/ irrelevant?

21.
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Counter Debating Planner

Topic:

Team:

Their Points:

Our Response

Opening Statement

First Point

Second Point

Third Point

Concluding Statement

Additional Notes:

22.
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Podcasting

23.



Getting Started with Podcasts

Click the image or scan the QR Code to access Padlet

Click on the image to access a tutorial
video on Soundtrap

(—) Soundtrap

Click on the images below to access some applications
useful for podcasting.

24,


https://padlet.com/jct2/podcasts-socpv7bn1xfrwljd
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gqBnKXQGZwQ
https://www.podbean.com/
https://podcasters.spotify.com/
https://vocaroo.com/
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Podcast Planner

This podcast planner template is designed to support students
in creating their own podcasts both orally and as written work.

Podcast Episode Title:

Style:
monologue, interview,
conversational etc.

Topics Explored

Guests:

Duration:

25.




in bhFog gm im
OI e G\ rmml imeasc C
Scoile agus Minteol

Supporting the Prfessional

Learning of School Leaders

and Teachers

Podcast Planner

Key Feature

Content Overview

Script Notes
(could include style
features here)

Intro:Introduce yourself
and briefly outline what
you are going to talk
about!

Intro music to be
included.

Topic one:

Topics two:

Topic three:

Closing remarks and
music: Thank your
audience, summarise
points and link to next
week’s episode.

26.
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Podcast Reflection

This podcast reflection template is designed to support students in
analysing and reflecting on podcasts, both orally and as written work.

Podcast Episode Title:

Style:
monologue, interview,
conversational etc.

Topics Explored

Guests

Duration:

27.
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Podcast Reflection

Key Feature Summary Discussion Points
What aspects engaged you?

Intro:

Topic one:

Topics two:

Topic three:

Closing
remarks and
music:

28.
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Introducing a Podcast

Click here or scan the QR
code to access an extract
from Desert Island Discs

Activity for students

Task: You are interviewing William Shakespeare and have been
asked to create an introduction to the podcast.

Using Rally Coach as your guide:

1.In pairs, listen to this introduction from an episode of Desert
Island Discs, note the different elements of the introduction.

2.Discuss the different aspects you have noted. Are there any
similarities/contrasting points? Discuss how you will apply this to
your introduction for Shakespeare.

3.Agree, question and rephrase your introduction focusing on word
choice and coherency.

4. Student A will write the intro with oral support from Student B.

5.Finally, create a playlist for what you consider to be the defining
moments of Shakespeare's life.

Extension Activity: using Al create the cover to this podcast.

[x]

Craiyon Canva Magic Media

Click here if you would like more information on
using Al in the classroom.

29.


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pzEWdnHWqKBWDkiW2kwrlTesbpNODK6S/view?usp=drive_link
https://jctie.sharepoint.com/:v:/s/ClusterWorkshops/EdVmDQvvCaVOj9XGCHxuOoMBdeR_0-WnGIFUzbGYWOZTEg?e=OICrUD
https://jctie.sharepoint.com/:v:/s/ClusterWorkshops/EdVmDQvvCaVOj9XGCHxuOoMBdeR_0-WnGIFUzbGYWOZTEg?e=OICrUD
https://jctie.sharepoint.com/:v:/s/ClusterWorkshops/EdVmDQvvCaVOj9XGCHxuOoMBdeR_0-WnGIFUzbGYWOZTEg?e=OICrUD
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JU1QPyCXL81Sz5wm8-dUIJ7-9XAYLkcw/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JU1QPyCXL81Sz5wm8-dUIJ7-9XAYLkcw/view
https://www.oidetechnologyineducation.ie/artificial-intelligence-in-schools/
https://www.oidetechnologyineducation.ie/artificial-intelligence-in-schools/

Reflections on my Learning

Topic:

What went well....

Things to work on...

I really enjoyed....

Next time I will....

30.
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Respond Speech Writing

Oide
Gatting sarted with,
Oide Hamnet A\
- = Main Characters

| e 4
Hamnet Read and Getting Started With
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DOC ON ONE

The Lost Mountaineers

Extract from The lost The Power of Debate
Mountaineers 31.


https://jctie.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/ClusterWorkshops/EUyim-carLNGlMwmW4cY9dQBVz3siUBeprlRFinWa9XrSw?e=vExl8M
https://jctie.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/ClusterWorkshops/EU7347EXsYVIsxih0jzsXS4BMu8dzjuaTME6Zoa3foIvaA?e=htDM4h
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EC57oeaDpfM
https://www.ted.com/talks/mike_haskins_the_power_of_debate_supercharging_education
https://jctie.sharepoint.com/:v:/s/ClusterWorkshops/Eag5fXhTqZxCjqbci4UIybgBGXt9wyAGlXr5BtjpLyW3gw?e=hWuHb3
https://jctie.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/ClusterWorkshops/EUtI2f3fzP5JpfoFWBJ69OgBub12g0fqxtzxkt9UhSTxmw?e=SfvX63
https://jctie.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/ClusterWorkshops/EUhmerSf2JZNgovMUEyRsCsBY7FtB67jD7Arf5kcb4yaOQ?e=Wyj4rc
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Further Supports

To access these supports clink on the links underlined

0V 8)) OUR

\ V61 1 Schools

TY HUb

g Podcost I rl
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Technology
in Education

Making Groupwork Work

agh

Irish Schools
Debating Council

https://www.ourvoicesourschools.ie/about/

ttps://headstuff.org/competition/

https://tyhub.ie/ty-podcast/

https://www.oidetechnologyineducation.ie/on
linecourses/

https://student-learning.tcd.ie/assets/PDF/
groupwork-booklet.pdf

https://irishschoolsdebate.com/

https://www.toastmasters.org/education/
youth-leadership-program

32.


https://headstuff.org/competition
https://tyhub.ie/ty-podcast/
https://www.oidetechnologyineducation.ie/onlinecourses/
https://www.oidetechnologyineducation.ie/onlinecourses/
https://student-learning.tcd.ie/assets/PDF/groupwork-booklet.pdf
https://student-learning.tcd.ie/assets/PDF/groupwork-booklet.pdf
https://irishschoolsdebate.com/
https://www.toastmasters.org/education/youth-leadership-program
https://www.toastmasters.org/education/youth-leadership-program
https://www.ourvoicesourschools.ie/about/

