
Leaving Certificate 
Business
Professional Learning Experience

Day 1



Session 1

09:15 - 11:00

Development of a shared understanding of the Leaving 

Certificate Business Specification.

Tea/Coffee

11:00 - 11:20

Session 2

11:20 - 13:00

Exploring the four contextual strands of the Business 
specification and the role of the cross-cutting themes.

Lunch

13:00 - 14:00

Session 3

14:00 - 15:45

Considering the unifying strand and how students can engage 
with the real world of business and the senior cycle key 
competencies.

Overview of the day



Key Messages

• Business is a subject that empowers students with an understanding of 

how the world of business interacts with their daily lives.

• A learning environment centred on investigation and inquiry cultivates 

students’ critical thinking capacities enabling them to apply their knowledge 

to the real world of business.

• The consistent integration of the unifying strand, “Investigating Business” 

through the four contextual strands enables students to develop key 

competencies and fosters an entrepreneurial mindset.



Leaving Certificate Business Support

6 x Full-Day PLE’s     |     6 x Evening Collaboratives       |      6 x Webinars  

Senior Cycle Redevelopment- Business Professional Learning Experience

Proposed Timeline

Booklet, Pg.3 



Support Materials

Booklet, Pg.3 

A qr code with a dinosaur

Description automatically generated

Oide Mailing Lists

A qr code with a few squares

Description automatically generated

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=kbF7o4upVUygsPmrXzRebbT8kw1VcKtJkVraZOg-ZYhUNVZTT0lNVEoyRzZYSzA0NlI4SlUxS1VMNSQlQCN0PWcu&route=shorturl
https://padlet.com/jct2/business-professional-learning-experience-day-1-2024-25-new-6v6yjs7lt31dulyg


Learning Intentions: Session 1

• Appreciate the rationale for the new specification.

• Consider the various aspects of the specification.



Shared vision for your students of Business

• What is your vision for student learning in Business?

• What are the features of successful learning in the 

Business classroom?

• What activities and approaches would facilitate 

meaningful student investigation and critical thinking in 

Business?

• What are the values and dispositions that are enhanced 

through the study of Business?
10 mins 10 mins

Booklet, Pg.4-5



Overview of the Specification

• September 2025

• 180 hours minimum duration

• Higher and Ordinary Level

• First Leaving Certificate Examination in June 

2027

• Assessment: Written Examination and 

Additional Assessment Component (AAC)

A cover of a certificate

Description automatically generated

Booklet, Pg.6

https://curriculumonline.ie/getmedia/e81ccca9-fdf5-42e9-a291-52e9549820c9/SC-Business-Spec-ENG.pdf


Key Documents

Policy documents that underpin the new specification

A cover of a book

Description automatically generated

A white and brown background with text

Description automatically generated with medium confidence

A cover of a report

Description automatically generated A cover of a certificate

Description automatically generated

Booklet, Pg.6

https://assets.gov.ie/245581/5e180d6d-68c5-480c-b1ab-92a58dacbfaf.docx
https://ncca.ie/media/mfhhagys/key-competencies-in-senior-cycle_en.pdf
https://ncca.ie/media/5399/scr-advisory-report_en.pdf
https://curriculumonline.ie/getmedia/e81ccca9-fdf5-42e9-a291-52e9549820c9/SC-Business-Spec-ENG.pdf


Senior Cycle Key Competencies
A diagram of a key competencies in senior cycle

Description automatically generated

Figure 2: Key competencies in senior cycle, 2024, p.2. Key 
Competencies in senior cycle, supported by literacies and numeracy.

Figure 1: Key competencies in senior cycle, 2024, p.1. The components of competencies and their desired impact. 

Booklet, Pg.7 

https://ncca.ie/media/mfhhagys/key-competencies-in-senior-cycle_en.pdf
https://ncca.ie/media/mfhhagys/key-competencies-in-senior-cycle_en.pdf


Reflection Activity

Read the rationale for Leaving Certificate 

Business (Business Specification, 2024, p. 4)

How does the rationale align with or differ 

from our shared vision for learners?

A cover of a certificate

Description automatically generated

5 mins 5 mins 10 mins

Booklet, Pg.8 

https://curriculumonline.ie/getmedia/e81ccca9-fdf5-42e9-a291-52e9549820c9/SC-Business-Spec-ENG.pdf


Specification 
Overview

Figure 3: Business Specification, 2024, p.11. Leaving Certificate Business: Specification Overview.

A diagram of a student

Description automatically generated

Booklet, Pg.9 

https://curriculumonline.ie/getmedia/e81ccca9-fdf5-42e9-a291-52e9549820c9/SC-Business-Spec-ENG.pdf


Teaching for student learning

The learning outcomes set out in the 
specification support the use of a wide 
range of approaches to teaching and 
learning. 

The specification places the student 
at the centre of learning and 
emphasises the importance of 
engagement with business in the 
real world. (Business Specification, 2024, p. 30)



The Contextual Strands
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Cross-cutting Themes



Unifying Strand: Investigating Business

The unifying strand is designed to be 
woven throughout the contextual 
strands as appropriate. 

(Business Specification, 2024, p. 10)



Learning Intentions: Session 1

• Appreciated the rationale for the new specification

• Considered the various aspects of the specification



Break



Leaving Certificate 
Business
Session 2



Learning Intentions: Session 2

• Develop our understanding of the contextual strands within the 
specification.

• Develop an understanding of the cross-cutting themes and 
how they can be used in conjunction with learning outcomes.



The Contextual Strands
Strand 1: Exploring the Business Environment

Figure 4: Business Specification, 2024, p.15,18. Strand 1 Learning Outcomes.



A collaborative activity

• Review the specification for the 
contextual strand assigned to you and 
consider the questions.

• Be prepared to share your thoughts with 
your table.

• Feedback on each strand to the room.

What looks 

familiar?

15 mins 15 mins 5 mins

Booklet, Pg.10-11 

What looks  

new and 

interesting?

What key 

points will I 

highlight to my 

department?



Cross-cutting themes

Four cross cutting themes are 
identified - Ethics and sustainability, 
Entrepreneurial thinking, Business 
and financial literacy and Digital 
transformation – which provide a 
lens for the learning within the 
specification and are often interlinked.         

(Business Specification, 2024, p. 10)



Activity: Cross-cutting themes

15 mins 5 mins

Booklet, Pg.12

Review the specification and identify:
o Three learning outcomes where cross-cutting 

themes may be relevant. 

o For each learning outcome write them on a sticky 

note along with the cross-cutting theme and add to 

the strand flipcharts.

Learning Outcome:

Cross-cutting theme:

Strand: 1      2      3       4

Read about the cross-cutting themes and 
consider their role in the dynamic world of 
business (Business Specification, 2024, p. 10) 5 mins



Activity - Resources

Identify the main sources of stimulus 
material that you use to bring business alive 
in the learning environment.

5 mins 5 mins



Learning Intentions: Session 2

• Developed our understanding of the contextual strands within 
the specification.

• Developed an understanding of the cross-cutting themes and 
how they can be used in conjunction with learning outcomes.



Lunch



Leaving Certificate 
Business
Session 3



Learning Intentions: Session 3

• Consider how the unifying strand can be used to develop 
student understanding across the specification.

• Consider how to engage students with the real world of 
business.

• Develop our understanding of senior cycle key competencies.



The Unifying Strand

There are many opportunities 

through the specification to 

develop the learning set out 

within this strand. The teacher 

has the freedom and flexibility to 

plan for this learning across the 

learning outcomes in the four 

contextual strands...
(Business Specification, 2024, p. 13)



Exploring The Unifying Strand

10 mins 10 mins

Unifying Strand Learning Outcomes

Figure 5: Business Specification, 2024, p.13. Unifying Strand Learning Outcomes.

Booklet, Pg.13 



Stimulus in the Business Classroom

Source: Sherman, N. (2024) 'Amazon tells staff to get back to office five days a week’, BBC News, 17 September 
2024. Available at: https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/czj99ln72k9o (Accessed 25 September 2024).

'Amazon tells staff to get back 
to office five days a week’

Booklet, Pg.14-16 

Identify the learning 

outcomes and cross-

cutting themes that may 

be relevant to this stimulus?

https://www.rte.ie/news/business/2024/0307/1436499-remote-working/
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/czj99ln72k9o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/czj99ln72k9o


What learning outcomes and 

cross-cutting themes did you 

identify that may be relevant to this 

stimulus?

What role could a stimulus piece 

like this play in your classroom?

Exploring The Unifying Strand

5 mins

Booklet, Pg.14 

10 mins 10 mins



Engagement with the real world of 
business

The world of business is diverse, dynamic 

and evolving…

Students will develop a greater appreciation 

of how business influences the local, 

national, and international contexts in which it 

operates…

Through studying Business, students develop 

a broad range of competencies and can 

apply their learning to a range of real-life 

experiences. 
(Business Specification, 2024, p. 4)



Activity – Apply my Learning

to appreciate the role that business 
plays in daily life, locally, nationally, 
and internationally and to recognise 
opportunities that business can 
provide.

How might we support and motivate 
students to achieve this aim?

5 mins

Booklet, Pg.17 

(Business Specification, 2024, p. 5)



Senior Cycle Key Competencies
A diagram of a key competencies in senior cycle

Description automatically generated

Figure 2: Key competencies in senior cycle, 2024, p.2. Key 
Competencies in senior cycle, supported by literacies and numeracy.

Figure 1: Key competencies in senior cycle, 2024, p.1. The components of competencies and their desired impact. 

Booklet, Pg.7 

https://ncca.ie/media/mfhhagys/key-competencies-in-senior-cycle_en.pdf
https://ncca.ie/media/mfhhagys/key-competencies-in-senior-cycle_en.pdf


Values and Dispositions

Values can be described as ‘the beliefs that a person holds 

about what is desirable – for themselves and for society more 

generally’. 

Dispositions can be described as ‘the tendency for a person 

to act in a certain way in given circumstances’.

(McGuinness, 2018, cited in NCCA, 2024, p.10)



Pick a learning outcome from the Leaving Certificate Business specification

10 mins20 mins

Knowledge

What knowledge might the students gain from engaging with this learning outcome?

Skills Values & Dispositions

What skills might the students gain from engaging with this 

learning outcome?

What values and dispositions might the students gain from 

engaging with this learning outcome?

Activity: Key Competencies

Booklet, Pg.18 



Learning Intentions: Session 3

• Considered how the unifying strand can be used to develop 
student understanding across the specification.

• Considered how to engage students with the real world of 
business.

• Developed our understanding of senior cycle key 
competencies.



Key Messages

• Business is a subject that empowers students with an understanding of 

how the world of Business interacts with their daily lives.

• A learning environment centred on investigation and inquiry cultivates 

students’ critical thinking capacities enabling them to apply their knowledge 

to the real world of Business.

• The consistent integration of the unifying strand, “Investigating Business” 

through the four contextual strands enables students to develop key 

competencies and fosters an entrepreneurial mindset.



Leaving Certificate Business Support

6 x Full-Day PLE’s     |     6 x Evening Collaboratives       |      6 x Webinars  

Booklet, Pg.3

Senior Cycle Redevelopment- Business Professional Learning Experience

Proposed Timeline



Leaving Certificate 
Business
End of session 3



Connect with us
All Business Subjects: 

News, information 

and resources.

All bookings 

for teachers 

and schools. 

Sign up for the 

subject mailing list. 



Businesssubjects@oide.ie

@Oide_Business

Connect with us



Evaluation

Please complete the online evaluation. 

Visit registration.oide.ie or scan the QR 

code. Click on Feedback/Aiseolas

in the top right corner. 

registration.oide.ie 

A qr code with a dinosaur

Description automatically generated

https://registration.oide.ie/
https://registration.oide.ie/
https://registration.oide.ie/
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Appendices
Figure 1: NCCA (2024). Key competencies in senior cycle, 2024, p.1. The 

components of competencies and their desired impact.

Figure 2: NCCA (2024). Key competencies in senior cycle, 2024, p.2. Key 

Competencies in senior cycle, supported by literacies and numeracy.

Figure 3: NCCA (2024). Curriculum Specification for Leaving Certificate Business, 

p.11. Leaving Certificate Business: Specification Overview.

Figure 4: NCCA (2024). Curriculum Specification for Leaving Certificate Business, 

p.15,18. Strand 1 Learning Outcomes.

Figure 5: NCCA (2024). Curriculum Specification for Leaving Certificate Business, 

p.13. Unifying Strand Learning Outcomes.
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