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PLE Overview ï Day 1

Session 1

ÅIntroduction to Climate Action & Sustainable Development 

Rationale

ÅExploring the specification and Senior Cycle Key 

Competencies

Session 2

ÅUnderstanding the specification and the non-linear 

integrated approach to learning across the strands

ÅEngaging with the Learning Outcomes

Session 3

ÅExamining the Applied Learning Tasks (ALTs) and how they 

enable students to collaboratively engage with the core 

concepts of Climate Action & Sustainable Development in 

authentic situations



PLE Overview ï Day 2

Session 4
ÅExploring a non-linear integrated approach to working with 

Learning Outcomes

Session 5
ÅDesigning learner experiences that support all learners in 

the Climate Action & Sustainable Development classroom 

Session 6

ÅAn introduction to the Action Project

ÅConsideration of next steps in implementing Climate Action 

& Sustainable Development 



óHold Dear What Sustains Usô

 Abbey, 17 years old



óThe Future Lies in Our Handsô

 Aisling, 17 years old



Learning Intentions Day 1

ÅTo explore the Climate Action & Sustainable Development 
specification

ÅTo understand the specification and the non-linear integrated 
approach to teaching & learning across the strands

ÅTo examine the Applied Learning Tasks (ALTs) and how they 
enable students to collaboratively engage with the core concepts 
of Climate Action & Sustainable Development in authentic 
situations



Activity

Reading

Feedback

Reflection



Getting to know you Ice Breaker

ÅWhere are you from?

ÅExperience?

ÅWhat excites you about this subject?



Where are the 
participants from?



https://shorturl.at/auiyQ

https://shorturl.at/auiyQ


https://shorturl.at/vZCKY



Shared

Resources

https://tinyurl.com/4s8hpdn4

https://padlet.com/jct2/climate-action-sustainable-development-28q7wztpcxofjulm


As you watch the video reflect on the following:

What stands out to you as you watch the video?

Video link:https ://tinyurl.com/2nvb3ut9





Group Activity

ÅWhat does Climate Action & Sustainable 

Development mean to you?

ÅWho has responsibility for Climate Action 

& Sustainable Development?



Key Messages

Non-linear integrated 

approach

Interconnected core 

concepts and 

principles

 The Applied Learning 

Tasks (ALTôs) allow 

students to 

collaboratively 

engage with core 

concepts in authentic 

situations

Students can 

experience the 

learning outcomes  

through 

appropriate 

classroom and place-

based experiences.



The Continuum of Education

Primary 

Curriculum 
Junior Cycle Senior Cycle



Continuity & Progression

Beyond Senior Cycle

ÅRelevance to Daily Life

ÅSkills Development

ÅCareer & Education Pathways



Senior Cycle Key Competencies



Key Competencies 
in Senior Cycle



Silent Reading Activity 

Read and highlight the main points from 
the specification of:

ÅRationale 

ÅAims 

Generate 3 questions based on the 
information you encountered in the text

P. 4 & 5



Time Allocation

ÅMin 180 hours of class contact time



Strands of study

ÅKnowledge, skills, values and 

dispositions

ÅNonïlinear, integrated approach

ÅMeaningful action

ÅHigher & Ordinary 



Earth Systems, 
Life & 
Environment

Strand 1



Strand 1: Earth Systems, Life and 
Environment
ÅA healthy environment is vital to sustainability.

ÅInterrogate the evidence of environmental damage and loss

ÅBuilds students' knowledge of climate science and environmental 
systems.

ÅExplore the causes and effects of environmental change and 
develop understanding of ways in which those changes can be 
measured.

Årecognise that the environment has limits and appreciate the risk of 
damage once pushed beyond certain thresholds.

ÅDevelop an understanding that environmental balance is 
interconnected with everything.



People, 
Power & Place 

Strand  2



Strand 2: People Place and Power

ÅExplore our place in climate action and sustainable development.

ÅPlace refers to students' school, local community and Ireland.

ÅConsider international contexts in relation to concepts such as 
sustainable development, just transitions, root causes of climate 
injustice.

ÅAs concepts such as community, decision making, energy usage, 
and root causes of climate injustice, time is taken to reflect upon 
their own identity and values.

ÅConsider values demonstrated through the actions of individuals and 
group at various levels (school, community, country, global).



Global 
Connections 

Strand  3



Strand 3: Global Connections

ÅExplore global thinking and actions.

ÅSituate their experiences of climate action & sustainable 
development in broader issues of decision making & power as 
evidenced through governance, economic forces & global 
inequality.

ÅExplore climate justice in the context of transnational efforts to 
address climate loss, damage, & ecological debt.

ÅThrough engaging with real world examples, they build 
knowledge of the role of technology, innovation, & nature-based 
solutions in imagining alternative futures.



Applied 
Learning Tasks 

Strand 4



Strand 4: Applied Learning Tasks

ÅEmphasises the importance of students developing their ability to 

think and act sustainably.

ÅStudents engage in four Applied Learning Tasks carried out in small 

groups over the two years.

ÅStudents engage in four Applied Learning Tasks carried out in small 

groups which they deem personally relevant to them or their peers, 

their local community, or to society more broadly.



The 4 Applied Learning Tasks allow 
students to:
ÅCollaboratively engage with core concepts

ÅLens through which student can experience some of the learning 

from the first three strands

ÅThe learning outcomes from the first three strands are interwoven

ü  Consider issues from multiple perspectives

ü Recognise the interconnectedness between local and global

ü Make informed decisions based on evidence

ü  Consider interdisciplinary approaches to solve problems and generate solutions.

To complete the ALTôs, students will:



ñThe problem is immense, but we already have the 

knowledge and skills to halt and reverse it. We need to 

reexamine our relationship with nature, working with it 

instead of against it, to restore our planet to its former 

glory. ò 

Sir David Attenborough


