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Deepen understanding 
of Learner Agency

Provide teachers 
with strategies and ideas 

to prioritise learner 
agency to 

support language learning

Learners, Listeners and Language

Foghlaimeoirí, Éisteoirí agus Teanga



Power of Listening

Cumhacht na hÉisteachta

Think of a time when 

you were listened to 

and heard. How did 

this experience make 

you feel?



Article 12 of the UNCRC
Airteagal 12 de CNACL



SPACE: Children and young people must be 
given safe, inclusive opportunities to form and 
express their views

VOICE: Children and young people must be 
facilitated  to express their views 

 

AUDIENCE: The views must be listened to

INFLUENCE: The views must be acted upon as 
appropriate 

(Lundy, 2007)

Where can learners give 
input in your school?

Participation Framework

Rannpháirtíocht Leanaí agus Daoine Óga 

sa Chinnteoireacht



Listening in School
Ag Éisteacht ar scoil

Macro Space:

Development of

Policy & design 

of Services

Micro Space:

Daily Teaching

& Learning in 

the Classroom
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What is Learner Agency?  
Céard é Gníomhaireacht an Fhoghlaimeora?

Education is not an affair

Of telling and being told

But an active and 

Constructive process.

Dewey(1903)

Inclusive 

learning

Act 

independently Make 

Choices

Offer 

ideas

Experience 

control



Vaughn’s Model of Learner Agency

Múnla Vaughn ar Ghníomaireacht an Fhoghlaimeora



Activating Learner Agency (Vaughn)

Ag Múscailt Gníomhaireacht an 

Fhoghlaimeora

Disposition / Meoin

Learners believe 

they have agency.

Motivation / Inspreagadh
Learners want to act 

on this agency.

Position / Seasamh
Learners have opportunities to exercise 

this agency.



Activating Learner Agency 
Ag Spreagadh Gníomhaireacht an Fhoghlaimeora

Vaughn

Lundy



Activities to Support: Disposition 
Gníomhaíochtaí a thacaíonn le: Meoin

"Text" defined as:

oral, gesture, sign, 

written, visual, using 

Picture Exchange 

Communication System 

(PECS), objects of 

reference, Braille, 

tactile, electronic, digital 

and/or multimodal



Activities to Support: Disposition 

Gníomhaíochtaí a thacaíonn le: Meoin



Activities to Support: Motivation 
Gníomhaíochtaí a thacaíonn le: Inspreagadh



Activities to Support: Motivation 

Gníomhaíochtaí a thacaíonn le: Inspreagadh

Post-read

Character 

Analysis

Presenting your character:

• Character in role

• Poster

• Write a profile

Is cailín 

fiáin í
Sharing your character:

          Gallery walk



Activities to Support: Position
Gníomhaíochtaí a thacaíonn le: Seasamh



Activities to Support: Position

Gníomhaíochtaí a thacaíonn le: Seasamh

Post-read

Think-Pair-

Share

Discuss 

your 
character Fishbowl

Write a statement 

with your partner 

Place the 

statements in a 
fish-bowl

Walking Debate:

Children move as the 

fishbowl statements are 

read aloud

The family 

were kind to 

rescue her... 

Ní 

aontaím/ 

I disagree

Aontaím 

I agree



Any thoughts? 
Smaointe eile?



Activities to Support: Disposition 
Gníomhaíochtaí a thacaíonn le: Meoin



Activities to Support: Disposition 

Gníomhaíochtaí a thacaíonn le: Meoin



Activities to Support: Motivation  
Gníomhaíochtaí a thacaíonn le: Inspreagadh 

Draw and write with a 

Sense of purpose & 

audience



Activities to Support: Motivation 

Gníomhaíochtaí a thacaíonn le: Inspreagadh



Activities to Support: Position   
Gníomhaíochtaí a thacaíonn le: Seasamh



Activities to Support: Position

Gníomhaíochtaí a thacaíonn le: Seasamh



Resources 
Áiseanna 



Learners, Listeners and Language
Foghlaimeoirí, Éisteoirí agus Teanga

Teachers and 

Learners 

experiences of 

child agency



Over to you ……

What is your one word or 

phrase to take away from 

this evening's webinar?

Learner Agency
Gníomhaireacht an Fhoghlaimeora 



Doras Feasa Fiafraí
The door to knowledge lies in asking questions
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