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Four Year PLE Timeline

2024-25

Webinar 1

Two-day PLE 1

Three-day PLE 2

Webinar 2

Collaboratives

2025-26

Webinar 3

Two-day PLE 3

Webinar 4

Two-day PLE 4

Collaboratives

2026-27

Webinar 5

Two-day PLE 5

Webinar 6

Two-day PLE 6

Collaboratives

2027-28

Webinar 7

Two-day PLE 7

Webinar 8

Two-day PLE 8

Collaboratives

Webinar 3



Updates



Recap of Year 1 Film



Learning Intentions

Create a timeline of possible key moments in students’ learning 

journey.

Engage with our growing portfolios to support our planning for 

student learning and ongoing reflection.

Consider approaches to teaching, learning and assessment in 

DFTS.

Collaborate to create a unit of learning within the overall subject 

plan that integrates the strands. 



Interactive Icebreaker Quiz



Map the Learning Journey



What might you need to 

consider when mapping 

students’ learning 

across the two years? 

What will the 

learning 

journey look like?

What are the opportunities 

for integration of the 

Learning Outcomes 

across the strands?

How will I ensure the 

portfolio plays an active 

role in my students’ 

learning?

How might this look in my own 

school context?

What might be the 

opportune moments for 

creative tasks?

When might we consider 

theatre/cinema trips? ​



Collaborative Conversation

In your breakout room discuss and share your  

portfolio reflections.

Complete the timeline template for your own 

school context. 



Share Group Ideas



Portfolio Reflection

How might completing a timeline of the student 

learning support you in your planning?

 



Teaching for Student Learning

The subject supports the use of a wide range of teaching and 

learning approaches. The signature pedagogies of the Drama, 

Film, and Theatre Studies classroom will be those that foster 

critical thinking, creative thinking and creative practice.

Specification for Leaving Certificate Drama, Film and Theatre Studies, pg. 31



LAOS



Teacher Individual Practice

The teacher selects and uses 

planning, preparation and 

assessment practices that 

progress students’ learning

The teacher has the requisite 

subject knowledge, 

pedagogical knowledge and 

classroom management skills

The teacher responds to 

individual learning needs and 

differentiates learning and 

teaching activities as necessary

The teacher selects and uses 

teaching approaches 

appropriate to the learning 

intentions and to students’ 

learning needs



Activating Portfolio

Using your portfolio, select moments from 

your professional learning that you would 

like to incorporate into a unit of learning.



Menti Code:

What word or phrase best captures the learner experience?

Reflection 



Links to Aims and Rationale







'All three strands are interwoven and should be studied concurrently, not in a linear order.’ 

Curriculum Specification for Leaving Certificate Drama Film and Theatre Studies pg. 13
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'All three strands are interwoven and should be studied concurrently, not in a linear order.’ 

Curriculum Specification for Leaving Certificate Drama Film and Theatre Studies pg. 13



Questions to Consider

What might be the focus of your Unit of Learning? 

What do you want your students to learn?

What creative activities may support students' 
engagement with drama/theatre and film?

How will I know that the learning has been achieved?



Teacher Collaborative Practice

Teachers work together to 

devise learning opportunities 

for students across and beyond 

the curriculum

Teachers value and engage in 

professional learning and 

professional collaboration

Teachers contribute to building 

whole-staff capacity by sharing 

their expertise

Teachers collectively develop 

and implement consistent and 

dependable formative and 

summative assessment 

practices



Collaborative Conversation

What might be the focus of your Unit of Learning? 

What do you want your students to learn?

What creative activities may support students’ 

engagement with drama/theatre and film?

How will I know that the learning has been achieved?  



Teaching for Student Learning

The subject supports the use of a wide range of teaching and 

learning approaches. The signature pedagogies of the Drama, 

Film, and Theatre Studies classroom will be those that foster 

critical thinking, creative thinking and creative practice.

Specification for Leaving Certificate Drama, Film and Theatre Studies, pg. 31



Learner Experiences

Students grow as learners 

through respectful interactions 

and experiences that are 

challenging and supportive

Students engage purposefully 

in meaningful learning activities

Students experience 

opportunities to develop the 

skills and attitudes necessary 

for lifelong learning

Students reflect on their 

progress as learners and 

develop a sense of ownership 

of and responsibility for their 

learning



Learner Outcomes

Students have the necessary 

knowledge, skills and attitudes 

required to understand 

themselves and their 

relationships

Students enjoy their learning, 

are motivated to learn and 

expect to achieve as learners

Students attain the stated 

learning outcomes for each 

subject, course and programme 

Students demonstrate the 

knowledge, skills and 

understanding required by the 

post-primary curriculum



“Students vary in the amount and type of support they 
need to be successful. Levels of demand in any 
learning activity will differ as students bring different 
ideas and levels of understanding to it.”  (Pg. 31.)

The learning outcome action verb details the highest 
level achievable by student.

“Each action verb is described in terms of what the 
learner should be able to do once they have achieved 
the learning outcome.” (Pg. 41.)

Learning outcomes in the specification are not 
distinguished between higher and ordinary level.



Planning for 

Unit of Learning

What are our 

opportunities to 

integrate the three 

strands?

What extra considerations 

must I factor in for my own 

school context? 

What are the 

opportunities for 

combining approaches 

to both Drama/Theatre 

and Film?

What key 

considerations/headings 

would I like to use in my 

Unit of Learning? 

What prior knowledge do 

my students bring? 

What are the considerations 

for ongoing assessment for 

my unit of learning?​



Collaborative Task

Devise a Unit of Learning which may be 

included on your overall timeline.  





Teaching for Student Learning

The subject supports the use of a wide range of teaching and 

learning approaches. The signature pedagogies of the Drama, 

Film, and Theatre Studies classroom will be those that foster 

critical thinking, creative thinking and creative practice.

Specification for Leaving Certificate Drama, Film and Theatre Studies, pg. 31



Exit stage right…

Consider how the portfolio was 

activated today.

How might students activate their 

portfolio to support learning in the 

DFTS classroom?



Learning Intentions

Create a timeline of possible key moments in students’ learning 

journey.

Engage with our growing portfolios to support our planning for 

student learning and ongoing reflection.

Consider approaches to teaching, learning and assessment in 

DFTS.

Collaborate to create a unit of learning within the overall subject 

plan that integrates the strands. 



Two consecutive days

Wear comfortable clothes

Please bring your portfolio

Practical and experiential 

Setting the Stage: Activating Specified Areas 

of Learning in the Drama, Film and Theatre 

Studies Classroom





Feedback Form



Thank you for your engagement

Follow us on X @Oide_DFTS

Email address dftsinfo@oide.ie
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