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Welcome

Leaving Certificate Drama, Film and Theatre Studies

Webinar 2025



Workshop Information

This webinar will not be recorded

No photographs, audio recording or screengrabs permitted

In the event of losing connection, please rejoin using the link to the 

webinar

Questions may be submitted through the Q and A function



Today we will:

explore assessment in the specification for Drama, Film 

and Theatre Studies

explore the structure and layout of the Drama, Film and 

Theatre Studies sample papers

consider the instructions for candidates for the written 

examination 

consider a selection of learning outcomes and how they 

are assessed in the sample papers.



Structure of Webinar

Section 1 General Information on Senior Cycle redevelopment

Section 2 The structure of Sample Drama, Film and Theatre Studies 

Examination Papers

Section 3 Assessment in the Drama, Film and Theatre Studies 

Specification

Section 4 A closer look at sample assessment questions

Section 5 The relationship between ACTs and assessment
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Key Documents



Where to find them

www.curriculumonline.ie

www.ncca.ie

www.gov.ie



State Examination Website

www.examinations.ie



Assessment Information





External Assessment Components

Specification for Leaving Certificate Drama, Film and Theatre Studies, pg. 33

A.A.C.



Sample Paper Covers



Quick Overview

Higher Level Same Ordinary Level

Completion Booklet Completion Booklet

2 hours 30 minutes 2 hours 30 minutes

Paper X (additional handout) Paper X (additional handout)

300 marks 300 marks

Scanned for online marking Scanned for online marking



Focus on instructions for candidates

Examination number and Date of 

Birth on cover

Write in blue or black pen

May use pencil, including colouring 

pencil for sketches and drawings 

only, no marker, paint, wet media 



• Answers to be written in spaces provided in 

booklet

• No need to use all space allocated to answers

• Space for extra work at end of booklet 

• Note: all extra work must be labelled with 

question number and part.

• Booklet will be scanned – writing outside the 

boxes may not be visible to examiner For more information:

www.examinations.ie

Focus on Online Marking



Importance of turning every page



Importance of turning every page



Section Questions Marks Available

Section A 

Compulsory Questions

Question 1

Question 2
100 marks

Section B

Exploring Drama, Theatre and Film

Question 3 

Question 4

160 marks

Section C

Reflecting and Responding

Question 5 40 marks

Sections in the Examination Paper



Questions and Options 

Section A 

Compulsory Questions Question 1 – Answer all parts

Question 2 – Unprescribed focus of study – Answer all parts

Section B

Exploring Drama, Theatre and 

Film

Question 3 – Prescribed Drama/Theatre – Answer 3(a) or 3(b)

Question 4 – Prescribed Film – Answer 4(a) or 4(b)

Section C

Reflecting and Responding Question 5 – Answer 5(a) or 5(b)



Time to Think

Take a moment to jot down your 

thoughts or any questions you 

may wish to input to the 

Q & A function.



Specification for Leaving Certificate Drama, Film and Theatre Studies, pg. 33

Assessment in senior cycle involves 

gathering, interpreting, using and 

reporting information about the 

processes and outcomes of learning. It 

takes different forms and is used for a 

variety of purposes.

Assessment in Senior Cycle



Specification for Leaving Certificate Drama, Film and Theatre Studies, pg. 31

By setting appropriate and engaging tasks, 

asking questions of varying cognitive 

demand and giving feedback that 

promotes student autonomy, assessment 

will support learning as well as summarising 

achievement.

Assessment in Senior Cycle



The written examination will consist of a range 

of question types. The senior cycle key 

competencies are embedded in the learning 

outcomes and will be assessed in the context 

of the learning outcomes. 

Specification for Leaving Certificate Drama, Film and Theatre Studies, pg. 37

Key Competencies and Assessment



Assessment for certification is based on the rationale, aims 

and learning outcomes of this specification.

Specification for Leaving Certificate Drama, Film and Theatre Studies, pg. 33



The written examination will consist of a range of question types. The senior 

cycle key competencies are embedded in the learning outcomes and will be 

assessed in the context of the learning outcomes. The written examination 

paper will include a selection of questions that will assess, appropriate to 

each level

• the learning described in the three strands in the specification

• engagement with the specified areas of learning as prescribed by the 

Department of Education
Page 37

What will the written examination assess?



Learning Outcome 2.1

How might this 

learning outcome be 

assessed in a written 

examination paper?



Learning Outcome 2.1



Learning Outcome 2.1



Learning Outcome 2.1



Learning Outcome 2.1



Learning Outcome 2.1



Learning Outcome 2.1

What else might students “learn about” when they 

engage with this learning outcome?



Time to Respond

Take a moment to reflect on what you have 

just learned. How will this shape your 

classroom practice?

Note your thoughts in your portfolio.



The written examination will consist of a range of question types. The 

senior cycle key competencies are embedded in the learning outcomes and 

will be assessed in the context of the learning outcomes. The written 

examination paper will include a selection of questions that will assess, 

appropriate to each level

• the learning described in the three strands in the specification

• engagement with the specified areas of learning as prescribed by the 

Department of Education
Page 37

What will the written examination assess?



Question Types



Question Types



Question Types



Question Types



Learning Outcome 1.14



Learning Outcome 1.14



Learning Outcome 1.14



Learning Outcome 2.7



Learning Outcome 1.14 and 2.7



Time to Think

Take a moment to jot down your 

thoughts or any questions you 

may wish to input to the 

Q & A function.



Questions and 

Answers



The written examination will consist of a range of question types. The senior 

cycle key competencies are embedded in the learning outcomes and will be 

assessed in the context of the learning outcomes. The written examination 

paper will include a selection of questions that will assess, appropriate to 

each level

• the learning described in the three strands in the specification

• engagement with the specified areas of learning as prescribed by the 

Department of Education

Specification for Leaving Certificate Drama, Film and Theatre Studies, pg. 37

What will the written examination assess?



Focus on Specified Areas of Learning

Circular Letter 0061/2025 pg. 1



Focus on Specified Areas of Learning

Circular Letter 0061/2025 pg. 3



Focus on Specified 
Areas of Learning



Student Guidelines inside the Paper



Student Guidelines inside the Paper



Student Guidelines inside the Paper



Area 1 Prescribed Focus of Study



Area 1 Prescribed Focus of Study



Area 1 Prescribed Focus of Study



Time to Respond

What teaching and learning approaches would 

best support students in developing the skills 

and knowledge required to effectively respond to 

this style of questioning?

Note your thoughts in your portfolio.



Focus on Area 2

Circular Letter 0061/2025 pg. 3



Student Guidelines inside the Paper



Area 2 Unprescribed Focus of Study

Page 28



Area 2 Unprescribed Focus of Study



Area 2 Unprescribed Focus of Study



Time to Think

Take a moment to jot down your 

thoughts or any questions you 

may wish to input to the 

Q & A function.



Questions and 

Answers



Page 33

Examination questions will require students to 

demonstrate learning appropriate to each level. 

Differentiation at the point of assessment will also 

be achieved through the stimulus material used, 

and the extent of the structured support provided 

for examination students at different levels.

Differentiation



Differentiation

Take a minute to consider how this learning outcome 

may be assessed at both Higher and Ordinary level.









Consider the use of 

the word “explain” 

in each of the 

questions you have 

just explored.  In 

what way would this 

require a 

differentiated 

response from a 

higher and ordinary 

level candidate?  



Action Verbs

Command words are used for examination purposes in the 
examination papers. 

The learning outcome action verb details the highest level 
achievable by student.

“Each action verb is described in terms of what the learner 
should be able to do once they have achieved the learning 
outcome.” (Page 41.)

Learning outcomes in the specification are not distinguished 
between higher and ordinary level.



Time to Respond

Reflect on what you have learned. How might we 

design questions in our day-to-day classroom 

practice that help all students show their 

understanding?

Note your thoughts in your portfolio.



The written examination paper will include a selection of questions that will 

assess, appropriate to each level

• the learning described in the three strands in the specification

• engagement with the specified areas of learning as prescribed by the 

Department of Education
Page 37

All three strands are interwoven and should 

be studied concurrently, not in a linear order. 

Curriculum Specification for Leaving Certificate Drama Film and Theatre Studies pg. 4



A.C.T. and A.A.C.
Strand 3: Applied Creative 
Tasks

• 3 No. Applied Creative Tasks 

outlined in Strand 3 of the 

Specification

• Not submitted for external 

assessment

• Learning achieved may be 

assessed as part of the final 

written examination

Additional Assessment 

Component

• Called the Creativity in 

Practice Project

• Brief will be set by State 

Examinations Commission

• Submitted to SEC for 

assessment

• Worth 50% of final external 

assessment marks



ACTs and Assessment

The Applied Creative Tasks will not be assessed by the State 

Examinations Commission, however the learning achieved will be 

assessed, as appropriate, by the Additional Assessment Component 

(AAC) and written examination.

Page 24



Learning in ACT 3

Page 27



Learning Achieved Will Be Assessed

Page 27



Page 27



















Time to Respond

Take a moment to reflect on what you have just 

learned. What teaching and learning approaches 

would best support students in developing the 

skills and knowledge required to effectively 

respond to this style of questioning?

Note your thoughts in your portfolio.



Time to Think

Take a moment to jot down your 

thoughts or any questions you 

may wish to input to the 

Q & A function.



Assessment for 

certification is based on 

the rationale, aims and 

learning outcomes of 

this specification.





Questions and 

Answers



Today we will:

explore assessment in the specification for Drama, Film 

and Theatre Studies

explore the structure and layout of the Drama, Film and 

Theatre Studies sample papers

consider the instructions for candidates for the written 

examination 

consider a selection of learning outcomes and how they 

are assessed in the sample papers.



Feedback Form



Thank you for your engagement

Follow us on X @Oide_DFTS

Email address dftsinfo@oide.ie 

Website www.oide.ie
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