
SEC Sample Papers for Tranche 1 subjects

Leaving Certificate Climate Action and 
Sustainable Development

Senior Cycle Redevelopment Webinar



Welcome

Leaving Certificate Climate Action and Sustainable 
Development

Webinar 2025



The Professional Learning Experience 
will not be recorded

No photographs, video recording, audio 
recording or screengrabs

Time will be given to addressing your 
questions asked through the Q and A feature.



Professional Learning Supports

Full Day 

Professional 
Learning 

Experiences

Webinars Collaboratives

Workshops Website School Support

Mailing Lists



Key Dates 

September 2024

Specification 

December 2024 
AAC Guidelines

April 2025 

Sample 
examination 

papers 

September 2025

Introduction in 
classroom

September 2025 

Sample AAC 
Brief

Term 2, Year 1

Live AAC Brief

Year 2 

AAC Submitted

2027

Written State 
Examination



In this webinar, we will . . . 

• appreciate the central significance of the specification

• consider the structure of the Ordinary Level and Higher Level sample 
examination papers

• recognise the significant role of action verbs in the specification and how 
command words are used in examination questions

• explore how the sample examination papers assess the learning outcomes 
in a non-linear, integrated manner across the strands 



Schedule

Part 1             

13:30 – 13:55
Specification and assessment overview

Q & A 

Part 2             

14:00 – 14:10
Structure of the examination papers 

Q & A 

Part 3           

14:15 – 15:20
Scope of assessment

Q & A 



Part 1
Specification and Assessment Overview



Key Documents



Key Competencies

The key competencies come to life through the 

learning experiences and pedagogies teachers 

choose and through students’ responses to them. 

Curriculum Specification for Leaving Certificate Action and Sustainable Development NCCA P9

Figure 1: Key competencies in senior cycle, 2024, p.1. The components of competencies and their desired impact. 



Key Competencies

By setting appropriate and engaging tasks, 

asking questions and giving feedback that 

promotes learner autonomy, assessment 

will support learning and promote 

progression, support the development of 

student key competencies and summarise 

achievement.

Figure 1: Key competencies in senior cycle, 2024, p.1. The components of competencies and their desired impact. 

Curriculum Specification for Leaving Certificate Action and Sustainable 

Development NCCA 28



Assessment 

P.27

As well as varied teaching strategies, varied 

assessment strategies will support learning 

and provide information that can be used as 

feedback so that teaching and learning 

activities can be modified in ways that best 

suit individual students.



Assessment in Leaving Certificate Climate 
Action and Sustainable Development 



• Page 7 Student learning in Senior Cycle

• Page 21 Strand 4: The Applied Learning Tasks 

• Page 27  The Learning Space

• Page 28 Assessment

• Page 28 Assessment for Certification

• Page 29 Additional Assessment Component

• Page 31 Reasonable Accommodations

References to Assessment in the 
Specification



Assessment for certification

• The written examination will be at higher and 
ordinary level. Examination questions will require 
students to demonstrate learning appropriate to 
each level 

• Differentiation at the point of assessment will also 
be achieved through the stimulus material used, 
and the extent of the structured support provided for 
students at different levels

P.28



Strand 4: Applied Learning Tasks

• The learning achieved through the Applied 

Learning Tasks and their associated learning 

outcomes can be assessed by the additional 

assessment component and by the end-of-

course examination

P.21



Strands of study

• Learning Outcomes

• Non–linear, integrated approach

• Meaningful action



Strands of Study and Learning 
Outcomes

The right-hand column contains learning 

outcomes which describe the knowledge, skills, 

values and dispositions students should be 

able to demonstrate after a period of learning. 

The left-hand column outlines specific areas 

that students learn about. Taken together, 

these provide clarity and coherence with the 

other sections of the specification.

(Climate Action and Sustainable Development Specification, 2024, p. 12)



P.33



References to written paper in the 
Assessment Guidelines

• The Action Project, based on a common 

brief will be assessed at the level at which 

the student sits the final written 

examination

P.2



Part 2
Structure of the Examination Papers



Sample Papers 

2 Ordinary Level 

2 Higher Level

Sample Papers 

2 Ordinary Level 

2 Higher Level

Accessing 

Assessment 

Information

https://www.examinations.ie

/?l=en&mc=ex&sc=scr



Sample Examination Papers

https://www.examinations.ie/misc-doc/EN-EX-16574396.pdf
https://www.examinations.ie/misc-doc/EN-EX-58896355.pdf
https://www.examinations.ie/misc-doc/EN-EX-94730566.pdf
https://www.examinations.ie/misc-doc/EN-EX-36434119.pdf


Scrúdpháipéir Shamplacha



Examination Paper Structure

• Time: 2 hours 30 minutes

• Mark Allocation: 300 marks

• Sections: A, B, C



Examination Paper Sections



Mark Allocation

Higher Level

• Section A  60 marks

• Section B 160 marks 

• Section C  80 marks

Ordinary Level

• Section A 100 marks

• Section B 160 marks 

• Section C  40 marks



Subject Specific Instructions - OL

P. 2



Subject Specific Instructions - HL

P. 2



• Answers to be written in spaces provided in 

booklet

• Write in blue or black pen

• No need to use all space allocated to answers

• Space for extra work at end of booklet 

• Note: all extra work must be labelled with 

question number and part

• Booklet will be scanned – writing outside the 

boxes may not be visible to examiner

For more information:

www.examinations.ie

Focus on Online Marking



Part 3
Scope of Assessment 



1 Learning outcomes will be assessed in a variety of  
ways

2

3

Specification must be engaged with in full 

Learning, Teaching and Assessment 

Must engage with every aspect of all learning 

outcomes including the SLA column



Learning outcomes will be assessed 
in a variety of  ways

LO 3.8: discuss how different solutions can decarbonise economies, including: renewable 
energy, water efficiency and carbon sequestration 

SLA: possible futures which represent scientific, technological, and nature-based 
approaches 

• critical consideration of positive and negative impacts of solutions

 • renewable energy including wind, solar, hydroelectric power, geothermal 

• water efficiency including conservation, responsible use, infrastructure 

• carbon sequestration including 

 • biological – storage of carbon in bogs, forests, soils, oceans

  • geological – long term storage of carbon in porous rocks P.20



Higher Level 

Sample Paper 1

Section A  Q1 (b) 

L.O. 3.8



Ordinary Level  

Sample Paper 2 

Section B Q5 (c) 

L.O. 3.8



Higher Level 

Sample Paper 2

Section B  Q6 (c) 



Action Verbs and Command Words

Learning outcomes in the specification are not 

distinguished between higher and ordinary level.

Command words are used for examination purposes 

in the examination papers. They will reflect the level 

the student is sitting.



Learning outcomes will be assessed 
in a variety of ways 

L.O. 2.6

OL 2 

Section B 

4(b)



Assessment of Learning Outcomes

LO 3.3:

describe the origins and intentions 
of the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs)

SLA: 

• the concept and historical origin 
of the SDGs

• looking to 2030 and beyond
P.19



Assessment 
of Learning 
Outcomes 

Ordinary Level 
Sample Paper 2 

Section B Q3 (c)



Assessment 
of Learning 
Outcomes 

Higher Level

Sample Paper 

Paper 2 

Section C Q7



Assessment of Learning Outcomes 
Higher Level and Ordinary Level
LO2.9: Examine what a just transition would look like for the following 
sectors: 

• Transport, residential, agriculture 

SLA: 

• how a sector impacts on the environment and ways to achieve the goal of 
a just transition

• employment in the sectors – work opportunities to promote social 
inclusion 

• transport – aviation, shipping, public, private 

• agriculture – policy and cost demands on the farming sector, increased 
agricultural production, regenerative agriculture movement 

• residential – construction, energy rating of homes, retrofitting P.18



Ordinary Level 
Sample Paper 1 

Section B Q6 (b)

LO2.9



Higher Level 

Sample Paper 2 

Section B Q2 (c)

LO2.9



Higher Level 

Sample Paper 1 

Section C Q7

LO 2.8 and 2.9



Non–linear, integrated approach 

• The specification emphasises a non-linear, 
integrated approach to learning

• Learning outcomes within and across strands may 
be assessed together 

• Students need to be comfortable transferring 
learning to different contexts 



Ordinary Level Sample Paper 1

Section B Q6 (c) 

LOs: 2.3, 3.2 and 3.10

Non–linear, integrated approach 



Non–linear, integrated approach 

Higher Level

Sample Paper 

Paper 2 

Section C Q7 

LOs: 2.1, 1.8, 3.1, 3.3



Applied Learning Tasks 

The learning achieved through the 
Applied Learning Tasks and their 
associated learning outcomes can 
be assessed by the Additional 
Assessment Component and by the 
end-of-course examination 

P.21



Assessment 

and ALT 3

Designing a nature-

based experience 

Ordinary Level 

Sample paper 1 

Section B Q3(c)



Assessment 

and ALT 1
Engaging in dialogue 

about climate action 

and sustainable 

development 

Higher Level 
Sample Paper 1 

Section B Q4 (a)



Assessment 

and ALT 1: 

Engaging in dialogue 

about climate action 

and sustainable 

development 

Higher Level

Sample Paper 2

Section B Q3 (b) 



Teacher Activity

Where are Learning Outcomes assessed in the 
sample examination papers? 

Learning Outcome: 2.6

Compare how an innovative community in Ireland 
and an innovative community from the global 
south are adapting to the effects of climate 
change 

SLA: innovative communities involved in 
participatory problem-solving P.17



Teacher Activity:
Where are Learning Outcomes assessed 
in the sample examination papers? 

LO: 2.6



HL Sample Paper 1 Section A   1 (j)

HL Sample Paper 2 Section B 4 (c)



OL 1 Section C  Question 7

OL 2 Section B  4(b)



Where are Learning Outcomes assessed in the sample 
examination papers? 

Learning Outcome: 3.1
Outline the following economic approaches to sustainable 
development, including at least one positive and 
one negative aspect: 

• capitalism
• degrowth
• bioeconomy
• doughnut economics 
• circular economy

Teacher Activity

P.19



Teacher Activity:
Where are Learning Outcomes assessed 
in the sample examination papers? 

LO: 3.1



Higher Level Sample Paper 2 Section A Q1 (g) 

Higher Level Sample Paper 1 Section A Q1 (c) 



Ordinary Level Sample Paper 2 Section B Q5 a(iii) 

Ordinary Level Sample Paper 2 Section A Q1 (f)



Final Message

Look

Look at the 
Learning 
Outcomes 
including the 
Student learn 
about column

Remind

Remind yourself 
of the non-linear 
integrated 
approach to 
learning, 
teaching and 
assessment 

Read

When reading 
the examination 
papers keep in 
mind the 
specification and 
the non-linear, 
integrated  
approach  



Connect with us Climate Action and 

Sustainable Development: 

News, information and 

resources.

Sign up for the 

subject mailing list. 

All bookings 

for teachers 

and schools. 



info@oide.ie

@Oide_CASD

Connect with us 



Thank you
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