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1. Suggestions for managing transitions between lessons  

1. Use this time as an opportunity to revise material 
already covered in class e.g. songs, poems, 
tables, spellings, drama ideas (See  

‘100+ Ideas for Drama’).  

2. Ask pupils if they can name three things they 

learned from our lesson on….?  

3. Have a list of word games, maths games, 
language games, songs and poems close at 
hand so that you can refer to the list when 
needed.  

4. Action songs or rhythm work.  

5. Use Bizzy Breaks Resources (Booklet, Poster 
and Interactive Resources) from the Irish Heart 
Foundation 
https://irishheart.ie/schools/primaryschools/bizzy-
breaks/ (free for all teachers).  
  

  

  

2. Suggestions for managing noise level  

1. Teach the pupils the appropriate voice levels for 
the various activities to be conducted in the 
classroom. When? Where? How?  

2. Have procedures in place for quietening the 
pupils and getting their attention e.g. counting to 
5, drum roll, raising your hand, timer (online 
timers available), bell, etc. It is important to use 
non-verbal cues whenever possible.  

3. Do not speak until you have everybody’s 
attention. Be consistent in requiring pupils’ 
attention and only look for it when ready to speak 
to them.   
  

  

  

3. Suggestions for managing group work  
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1. Begin with pair-work   

2. Ensure children know the rules for working in 
groups. Teach, re-teach, revise, model and 
check for understanding.   

3. Assign role/job to each member of the group. 

Pupil has a sticker reminding them what they  

  

 

have to do e.g. recorder, reporter, illustrator 
etc.  

4. Ensure that you model and practice the 
speaker-listener relationship.   

5. Ask yourself: Does the class understand what 
acceptable working voices sound like? Do they 
know what unacceptable working voices 
sound like? How have you explained wrap-up 
time? Visual aids of working voices are 
important for junior classes.  

6. Clearly state the learning objective beforehand 
or write it on a flip chart. Check back on the 
learning objective throughout the lesson if 
group is on task.  
   

 

  

4. Suggestions for managing independent learning  

1. Make sure to differentiate your work from the 
start, particularly your written work so that 
those children who finish early can work on 
extension activities as part of the topic which 
you are covering.   

2. Prepare a bank of appropriate worksheets.   

3. Try to be creative and ensure a balance 
between fun, creative activities and those that 
provide opportunities to extend, revise and 
consolidate work already undertaken in the 
classroom.  

4. Have a system in place for giving children the 
opportunity to recheck their work e.g. sample 
on display, list of requirements regarding the 
activity, general checklist for work undertaken 
in the class, rubrics, spell-check on the 
computer, etc.  

5. Give children a choice regarding the activity 
they might undertake when the assigned 
activity is completed e.g. work card, silent 
reading, project work, computer work etc.   
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5. Suggestions for managing corrections  

1. When you begin with a new class, give a small 

amount of written work until you can gauge the 

class level and the amount of written work 

which is appropriate.  

  

2. On the spot corrections are most effective so it 
is best to circulate and correct as pupils 
undertake an activity.  

3. Have one evening each week set aside to 
check copies.  

4. Name and date stamps can be used.  

5. When collecting the pupils’ work ask them to 
leave the book or copy open at the page they 
have just worked on. It will save you time 
searching for the appropriate pages.   

6. Get the children to correct each other’s work 
where appropriate. Ensure that you have 
guidelines in place around this practice.  

7. When designing an activity think about the 
quickest and most effective way to correct that 
activity. What lessons require a written 
activity? Consider other options.  

8. If correcting work outside of class time plan to 
give feedback to the children the next day.  

9. When circulating in the class as the children 
are working, have a pen ready so that you can 
correct as you move around.  

  

 

  

6. Suggestions for managing individual needs  
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1. Consult with the Special Education Teacher as 
soon as you can. Observe and make notes on 
the times when support is most needed. These 
notes should be evidence-based.  

2. Try to set aside some time during the day 
when you can spend some time on a one-to-
one basis with the pupils concerned.   

3. Have a conversation with the pupils’ parents to 
suggest how you can work together to support 
their learning.  

4. Consider how you might differentiate in an 
appropriate way for the children concerned 
(see guidelines on long and short-term 
planning on www.oide.ie.)  

5. Try to ensure that pupils can successfully 

complete activities assigned to them. If not 

scaffold the activities so that they can 

experience success at their own level and 

build on their experiences.   
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Learning Environment Checklist 

  

Behavioural, Emotional and Social Difficulties  –   A Continuum of Support  –   Guidelines for  
Teachers    ( NEPS , 2010,  p.67)   
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General Classroom Management Strategies  
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Behavioural, Emotional and Social Difficulties – A Continuum of Support – Guidelines for Teachers  

(NEPS, 2010, p.113)  
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Setting Up Whole-Class and Group Reward Systems  

 

 

Behavioural, Emotional and Social Difficulties – A Continuum of Support – Guidelines for Teachers  

(NEPS, 2010, p.115)  
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