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Attendance

Attendance
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Quality Assurance
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Expectations

@ O
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PLE Overview (7

Break: 11.00 - 11.15

Lunch: 1.00 - 2.00

SGSSlon 3  The Development of a Shared Understanding
* Key Learning and Next Steps
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Key Messages

The Primary Curriculum
Framework sets out a shared
vision for high-quality learning,

teaching and assessment for all

children.

The 8 principles of learning, Developing professional agency
teaching and assessment act as in a school’s own context will play
a compass to guide professional a pivotal role in helping every
decision making within our child to thrive and flourish.

context.
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What do you see?

(Banyai, 1998)
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Interagency Video
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Post Video Discussion

What resonated with you most from the video and why?
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The Journey So Far
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Primary Curriculum
Framework
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Professional Learning Support this
School Year

Oide

Online PLE for school
leaders on the
enactment of the
redeveloped curriculum

2 Whole-school full day
PLEs to support the
introduction of the PCF

|

In-school support
for PMC continues
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The Journey Ahead

YOU ARE

HERE

2026/27

!

l .

2026 2026/27
iy An Roinn Oideachais
agus Oige
Department of Education
and Youth
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Session Overview and Outcomes

Exploring Curriculum Redevelopment

Understanding Curriculum Enactment

Investigating the Importance of

School Context
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Curriculum Redevelopment

‘A curriculum reflects educational priorities which society, at a
point in time, deems important for its young citizens."' (e, 2023, p3)

Primary Curriculum
Framework
For Primary and

Special Schools

Propured by the Natsonal Councll for Curriouum and Asueviment INCCA)
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What is Curriculum?

...the direction and
destination for learning... R e

...knowledge, skills, concepts,
dispositions, attitudes and values...

e

English-medium schools

...the activities and tasks children
will engage in as they work
towards the learning outcome...
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What is a Framework?

‘A framework is one of the most important and powerful instruments in
iImproving the education system experienced by children.’(Stabback, 2016)

.
‘-‘ | An Roinn Oideachais
“;:b Department of Education

Primary Curriculum
Framework

For Primary and

Special Schools It S u ppo rtS a Va riety

of pedagogical

approaches.
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Enactment

‘Enactment of the redeveloped Primary School Curriculum

involves reimagining learning, teaching and assessment in light

of the curriculum’s principles.’ (NCCA, 2025)

- N r — 2
Professional Bringing

Decision-Making) \Curriculum to Life)

Reflection

\_

4 )

Flexibility Undggittael?(?ing

- J
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...and can take account of the particular

needs and interests of children, their

parents, the wider school community,

AAAAAAA

and the characteristic spirit of the

school. '

(Primary Curriculum Framework, p.3)
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Pre Video Prompt

What aspirations do these schools hold for the children in

their care?
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School Context Video Oide

(to be added
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Post Video Discussion

What is it about these contexts that support the realisation of

their aspirations for the children in these schools?
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Oide

Context

What are your hopes and
aspirations for the children in
your school?

"...a Strong foundation for every child to thrive and

flourish, supporting them in realising their full potential...’

(Primary Curriculum Framework, p.5)
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Context

/ Context \

How does your context
support the realisation of
your aspirations for the
children in your school?

Diversity of school type and context is one of the

hallmarks of primary education in Ireland.’

(Primary Curriculum Framework, p.3)
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Key Messages

The Primary Curriculum
Framework sets out a shared
vision for high-quality learning,

teaching and assessment for all

children.

The 8 principles of learning, Developing professional agency
teaching and assessment act as in a school’s own context will play
a compass to guide professional a pivotal role in helping every
decision making within our child to thrive and flourish.

context.
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Session Overview and Outcomes

Explore the Vision for the Redeveloped

Curriculum

Investigate and Explore the 8 Principles of

Learning, Teaching and Assessment

Reflect on Their Interconnected Nature and
Where They are Visible in our Current Practice
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! N
Read and highlight the key words/phrases
from the vision statement.

\_ J
4 & )
28
What is it about these words that
\_ stand out for you? Y
4 ® )
030

e
What implications does the inclusion of

_ these words/phrases have for schools? ) °
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Vision For The Child &
)

J

O [What does this look like? J

. . 7 A
unigue
que, zf ; = |What does this sound like?
competent, and N

\. J
caring individuals'’

@ What does this feel like?
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Vision For The Teacher

What does this look like?
[ J ‘committed, skillful

and agentic
[ What does this sound like? J professionals

2O

What does this feel like? ]
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What are the Principles of Learning, (7
Teaching and Assessment?

'The principles convey what is valued in primary and special

education and what lies at the heart of high-quality learning,
teaching, and assessment in the primary curriculum. They are

broad in nature to reflect varied school contexts and children’s

different circumstances, experiences, and abilities.’

(Primary Curriculum Framework, p.6)

Taci leis an bhFoghlaim Supporting the Professional
Ghairmiuil i measc Ceannairi  Learning of School Leaders
Scoile agus Mdinteoiri and Teachers




What is their Purpose?

Future focused

Guide decision
making at whole

school and

classroom level

Provide
curriculum
coherence

Aistear

Agentic
global

citizens  Diversity,

Learning
environments

Agentic,
competent
and
confident
learners

equity and
inclusion

Relationships
and

interactions

Family and

Primary Curriculum

PARTNERSHIPS

Partnerships and collaboration
between schoals, families, and
communities enrich and extend
children's learning by
acknowledging and supporting
their lives in and out of school,

PEDAGOGY

Teachers use appropriate and
evidence-based pedagogical
approaches and strategies to
foster children's engagement,
ownership, and challenge. Such
pedagogical approaches and
strategies connect with children'’s

LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS

Children’s learning is shaped and
nurtured by the physical environment,
indoors and outdoors. These diverse
environments encourage children’s
independence, and stimulate and
support their learning across the
curriculum,

INCLUSIVE EDUCATION
& DIVERSITY

Inclusive education provides

for equity of opportunity and
participation in children's learning.
Inclusive education celebrates
diversity and responds to the
uniqueness of every child.

PRINCIPLES OF
LEARNING,
TEACHING, AND
ASSESSMENT

AENT &
PARTICIPATION

Children are active and
demonstrate agency as the
capacity to act independently
and to make choices about and
in their learning. Curriculum

experlences provide them with
i i

life i cire
strengths, and interests.

RELATIONSHIPS

Caring relationships within the
school community support and
impact positively on children's
engagement, motivation, and
learning.

TRANSITIONS & CONTINUITY

Children's prior learning, self-worth,
and identity are built upon as they
move from home to preschool and
on to junior infants, and as they
progress through primary school.
This provides important
foundations for learing as they
move to post-primary school.

Figure 1 Principles of learning, teaching, and assessment

for dec
creativity, and collaboration.

ASSESSMENT &
PROGRESSION

Meaningful assessment is
collaborative and integral to
high-quality learning and
teaching. Invelving children,
teachers, parents, and others,
it provides information which
enhances teaching and informs
and supports progression in
children's learning across the
curriculum.

(DE, p.6)
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The Principles
‘ of Junior Cycle
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Jigsaw Activity

e Partnerships e Transitions and

Continuity

e Relationships Inclusive

Education and
Diversity

4. Feedback to group.
3. How is this evident in your current practice?

2. Explore the meaning and significance of the key words.

1. Read and highlight key words.

¢ Assessment and
Progression

Learning
Environments
e Engagement and Pedagogy
Participation
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Jigsaw Activity

e Transitions
and
Continuity

e Partnerships

4. Feedback to group.
3. How is this evident in your current practice?

2. Explore the meaning and significance of the key words.

Read and highlight key words.

e Assessment
and
Progression

| Learning
Environments
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Balancing the Principles of Learning,
Teaching and Assessment

_commmties | (Fseerion How can one Principle of
— Learning, Teaching and
rencoor [ e o || PaRncranon | Assessment support
ASSESSMENT

' another?

‘ PARTNERSHIPS

ASSESSMENT &
PROGRESSION

[ RELATIONSHIPS n TRANSITIONS & {
CONTINUITY

Where might we need to
shift emphasis to create
greater balance?
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Self-Reflection on the Principles of
Learning, Teaching and Assessment

How are
these reflected in
our own practice?




Apex Eight Activity Oide

EN\';IE'Q;:‘“"I':;“S ‘ INCLUSIVE EDUCATION
v | o [t
PRINCIPLES OF

TEACHING, AND PARTICIPATION ‘

ASSESSMENT

RELATIONSHIPS ‘ TRANSITIONS & ?:‘SOEGS:::;:;:
CONTINUITY

==a

Well Developed

Less Developed
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Key Messages

The Primary Curriculum
Framework sets out a shared
vision for high-quality learning,

teaching and assessment for all

children.

The 8 principles of learning, Developing professional agency
teaching and assessment act as in a school’s own context will play
a compass to guide professional a pivotal role in helping every
decision making within our child to thrive and flourish.

context.
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Session Overview and Outcomes Oide

Gain a Shared Understanding of a Selected
Principle of Learning, Teaching and Assessment

Critically Evaluate New Ideas and Reflect on
Current Practice

. Consider Key Learning and Next Steps
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Enactment begins with Reflection

i Inclusive
Partnerships En\l;ieri?rlnnegnts Education &
Diversity Professional conversations

support and promote

[ Pedagogy ] [ Engagement & ] reflection on the principles
Participation of learning, teaching and
- assessment while

[ Relationships ] [ Transitions & ] [ Assessment & ] ConSidering school context

Continuity Progression
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Developing a Shared Understanding

Helps to ensure consistent expectations
and practices

Strengthens teamwork and sharing of
best practices

Aligns staff efforts toward achieving
shared goals
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Developing a Shared Understanding

% Read p.7 PCF

4 N (O )
What is Did anything
my key surprise

learning? me?

N\ AN

iy BV,

Taci leis an bhFoghlaim Supporting the Professional

Ghairmiuil i measc Ceannairi  Learning of School Leaders
Scoile agus Mdinteoiri and Teachers




-21 [ PN
As a Teacher @& . As a School

hat might it look like?  What might it look like? | What might it look like hat might it look like?
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Reflecting on Our Current Context, What
Do We Experience...

—.ZAs a Child 1 As a Teacher

hat might it look like: What does it look like?

f"?‘-;"'/;’-\ﬁ i
7. As a School

A\s a Parent

What might it look like What does it look like?
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ide

Identifying Opportunities

What opportunities exist to build
upon current practice?

Select 3 possible actions for
further consideration.
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Oide

Impact, Effort and Balance

i What will be the impact on learning,

teaching and assessment?

What will be the effort required from all to

Effort

develop and maintain?

How does this interact with other aspects of

curriculum and is balance present?
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Developing Agenc

Primary Curriculum
Framework

As a child As a parent As a school
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Key Messages

The Primary Curriculum
Framework sets out a shared
vision for high-quality learning,

teaching and assessment for all

children.

The 8 principles of learning, Developing professional agency
teaching and assessment act as in a school’s own context will play
a compass to guide professional a pivotal role in helping every
decision making within our child to thrive and flourish.

context.
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Key Learning & Next Steps

Key Learning

Primary Curriculum

Framework

Next Steps
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Further Supports

The Redeveloped
Primary School Curriculum

EERIGE

x s Eanly Chilahood v Primary v Junior Cyde v S v Search for.
curriculum online

The, aims to provide a strong foundation for every child to thrive and flourish
curriculum:

views children as unique, competent and caring individuals

recognises the right of all children to make progress in all areas of their leaming

views teachers as committed, skilful and agentic professionals

supports continuity of leaming from early childhood through primary and
special education and into post-primary education

Learning
Environments Inclusive

Education

Partnerships & Diversity
PRINCIPLES Eight Dri-;fin:es
convey what lies

Pedagogy OF LEARNING, Engagement at the heart

TEACHINGAND & Participation of high-quality

ASSESSMENT learning, teaching
Relationships T and assessment.
Assessment

Transitions
& Continulty & Progression

Seven key competencies are embedded The Primary School Curriculum is
to foster children’s deep learning and presented in five broad curriculum areas.
contribute to their holistic development.

Primary Curriculum
Framework

F (|

URRICULUM
AREAS AND
SUBJECTS

Find out more about the Primary Curriculum Framework,
Spedifications and Toolkits at www.curriculumonline.ie
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Online Leadership Support Clinics

The Redeveloped
Primary School Curriculum

What? B
Online leaders’ clinics to support Primary Curriculum Framework
discussion and enactment for your school’s unique context

Who?
Principal or Deputy Principal / Assistant Principal meet online with
an Oide Leadership Division Professional Learning Leader.

When?
On Thursdays, beginning February 12" — June 2026
Approximately 25 minutes duration

How?
Book in advance through the QR Code link here
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PLE Feedback & Final Words

We appreciate your feedback.
Please follow the link below and complete the feedback form

https://reqistration.oide.ie/feedback

Steps to complete. Select:

School Level

Category: Teaching Staff

Language

School roll number — type 1st 3 numbers for suggested roll numbers

Respond to questions
Submit

o0k owbd-~
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