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Primary Curriculum Framework | Day 1: The Big Picture

Key Messages

Self-Reflection on the
Principles of Learning,
Teaching and Assessment

The Primary Curriculum
Framework sets out a
shared vision for high-
quality learning,
teaching and
assessment for all
children.

The 8 principles of
learning, teaching and
assessmentactas a
compass to guide
professional decision
making within our
context.

Developing
professional agency in
a school’s own context
will play a pivotal role
in helping every child
to thrive and flourish.

Key Learning

Next Steps
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Think, Pair, Share

Vision for the Redeveloped Curriculum

The curriculum aims to provide a strong foundation for every child to thrive and flourish,
supporting them in realising their full potential as individuals and as members of
communities and society during childhood, as they progress through primary and special
education and into post-primary education. Building on their previous experiences, the
curriculum views children as unique, competent, and caring individuals, and it views
teachers as committed, skilful, and agentic professionals®. It supports high-quality learning,
teaching, and assessment that is inclusive and evidence-based, recognising the right of all
children to make progress in all areas of their learning and development.

*An agentic teacher makes professional and informed decisions in response to the
children’s learning needs. (Primary Curriculum Framework, p.5)

What does it....
‘ , ...look like?
9

...sound like?

@..feel like?

What does it....

| <. 5
...100k like? i

...sound like?

:...feel like?
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Primary Curriculum Framework | Day 1: The Big Picture

There are eight overarching principles that schools
need to consider in pursuing the curriculum vision

(see Figure 1). The principles convey what is valued
in primary and special education and what lies at

and abilities.

the heart of high-quality learning, teaching, and

PARTNERSHIPS

Partnerships and collaboration
between schools, families, and
communities enrich and extend
children’s learning by
acknowledging and supporting
their lives in and out of school.

PEDAGOGY

Teachers use appropriate and
evidence-based pedagogical
approaches and strategies to
foster children’s engagement,
ownership, and challenge. Such
pedagogical approaches and
strategies connect with children’s
life experience, circumstances,
strengths, and interests.

RELATIONSHIPS

Caring relationships within the
school community support and
impact positively on children’s
engagement, motivation, and
learning.

LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS

Children’s learning is shaped and
nurtured by the physical environment,
indoors and outdoors. These diverse
environments encourage children’s
independence, and stimulate and
support their learning across the
curriculum.

~

PRINCIPLES OF
LEARNING,
TEACHING, AND
ASSESSMENT

TRANSITIONS & CONTINUITY

Children’s prior learning, self-worth,
and identity are built upon as they
move from home to preschool and
on to junior infants, and as they
progress through primary school.
This provides important
foundations for learning as they
move to post-primary school.

Figure 1: Principles of learning, teaching, and assessment
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assessment in the primary curriculum. They are
broad in nature to reflect varied school contexts
and children’s different circumstances, experiences,

INCLUSIVE EDUCATION
& DIVERSITY

Inclusive education provides

for equity of opportunity and
participation in children’s learning.
Inclusive education celebrates
diversity and responds to the
uniqueness of every child.

ENGAGEMENT &
PARTICIPATION

Children are active and
demonstrate agency as the
capacity to act independently

and to make choices about and

in their learning. Curriculum
experiences provide them with
opportunities for decision-making,
creativity, and collaboration.

ASSESSMENT &
PROGRESSION

Meaningful assessment is
collaborative and integral to
high-quality learning and
teaching. Involving children,
teachers, parents, and others,
it provides information which
enhances teaching and informs
and supports progression in
children’s learning across the
curriculum.

(Primary Curriculum Framework, p. 6)

Circular 67/2025
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Jigsaw Activity - Key Learning D[
During the group activity, record key learning on each Principle of
Learning, Teaching and Assessment.
Partnerships Transitions & Continuity
Assessment & Progression Learning Environments
Relationships Inclusive Education & Diversity
Engagement & Participation Pedagogy
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Partnerships

‘Partnerships and collaboration between schools, families, and communities enrich and extend
children’s learning by acknowledging and supporting their lives in and out of school’.

(Primary Curriculum Framework, p. 6)
Partnerships and collaboration are a core principle of the Primary Curriculum Framework. Children’s
learning is shaped by experiences in school, at home and in the community. Strong partnerships
connect these worlds. When schools, families, and communities work together, children’s full
identities, interests, and experiences are acknowledged and celebrated. Such collaboration builds
trust, mutual respect, and continuity across the key places where children live and learn, enriching

learning and fostering a strong sense of belonging.

Questions to Consider

« How do we build trust with families and the community?
. How do we show that parents and community are valued partners?
. How do we connect home, school, and community experiences?

. How does ‘Partnerships’ interact with other principles of learning, teaching and

assessment? ;
. Collaboration among teachers,

school leaders, and support staff
and/or other schools

. Partnerships between different
classes or age groups (e.g. buddy
systems)

. l\nwlwemgnt of famiueg

. §un|&m for p;arénts in
fostering children's
learning at home

e Collaboration with local
organisations/businesses

e Use of community
resources to enrich the
curriculum

¢ Opportunities to engage

Community in community projects

‘Our organisation is delighted to
contribute to the school's sports
programmes. It's a win-win, the
students learn and our community
benefits.’
-Community Member

\4

‘When my granddad talked
about his school days to our
class, | felt like my family was

part of the school too.’
-2" Class Child

‘I really enjoyed coming in to talk to
the children about my job- they
asked really interesting questions!’
-Parent

Oide.ie
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Relationships

‘Caring relationships within the school community support and impact positively on children’s engagement,
motivation, and learning.’

o /:'\
/| R
Home - School Relationships

. LIBRARY
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Staff Relationships Community Relationships

(Primary Curriculum Framework, p. 6)

Teacher - Child Relationships

Peer Relationships

Questions to Consider

. How do we nurture caring relationships in our school community?

. What do caring relationships look like/sound like/feel like in our classrooms?

. How do these caring relationships impact the children’s engagement, motivation and learning?
. How does ‘Relationships’ interact with other principles of learning, teaching and assessment?

Fostering Caring Relationships
Are there other approaches you would include?

Communication
with Parents

Learning

Environment

Group .

. Student Voice
Projects

Morning Mentoring for Home Language

Check-ins NQTs Awareness

Peer

Circles
Assessment

\

‘My principal calls in most mornings to see
how I am and to see how the children are. It
gives me a chance to flag things before they

become issues but also builds a positive
relationship with the children.’
-Teacher

‘Our teacher

asked us which country we would like
to learn about and then we did a
project together. | liked getting to

choose.
-4 Class Child

‘I really value that my child’s
teacher takes the time to connect
with me, even just a message in
the journal or a few words at

collection time.

-Parent
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Oide

“Transitions & Continuity

‘Children’s prior learning, self-worth, and identity are built upon as they move from home to preschool
and on to Junior Infants, and as they progress through primary school. This provides important
foundations for learning as they move to post-primary school.’

(Primary Curriculum Framework, p. 6)

Effective transitions and continuity support each child’s progression by recognising their unique
background, interests, and stage of development. Ongoing communication, from preschool
through to post-primary, ensures alignment in pedagogy and curriculum, helping children feel
secure and ready to learn.

Tools like ‘Mo Scéal’ and the Education Passport enable consistent documentation of learning,
while strong family partnerships enrich this process. Professional dialogue and reflective practice
among teachers strengthen coherence across transition points, including mid-year entries and
movement between multi-grade settings.

‘Sharing information about learning and development is especially important at
these transition points, so that teachers can plan experiences that enable
children to continue to progress in their learning across the curriculum.’

(Primary Curriculum Framework, p. 30)

Questions to Consider

How can | make transitions between class levels smooth and
supportive for every child?

How do | use professional dialogue with colleagues to support
continuity in learning and teaching?

How can | strengthen collaboration with preschools, post-primary
schools, and families to support transitions and development?

How does ‘Transitions and Continuity’ interact with other principles of
learning, teaching and assessment?

‘When my daughter moved from h

preschool to primary school, the

sharing of information between
teachers was invaluable. It made us

‘Having structured tools like 'Mo
Scéal’ really helps us communicate
children's experiences effectively to

primary teachers, creating a sense of § )
trust and continuity from the start’ feel included and reassured during a

-Preschool Educator big moment in her life.’
N '——\"’a’e“ /
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‘Visiting my new school, and meeting
teachers before starting, helped me feel
less nervous and ready for the next
chapter!
-6th Class Child
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Inclusive Education & Diversity

‘Inclusive education provides for equity of opportunity and participation in children’s learning.
Inclusive education celebrates diversity and responds to the uniqueness of every child.’

(Primary Curriculum Framework, p. 6)

‘Inclusive practice focuses on extending what is available to all,
rather than providing something additional to some.'
(Florian and Black-Hawkins, 2011)

Questions to Consider

¢ How do we nurture inclusive learning environments in our school?

What inclusive teaching approaches do | use in my everyday practice?
¢ How do we foster a sense of belonging for all pupils in our school?

¢ How does ‘Inclusive Education and Diversity’ interact with other principles of learning,
teaching and assessment?

Developing Inclusive Learning Environments

Are there other key approaches you would include?

Respecting Responsive
Diversity Pedagogies
Valuing Home Recognising Children
Language -

Unique Individuals

Fostering a Sense

. Child Agenc
of Belonging gency
Home/School Removing
Links Barriers
\ . .
‘When children see their culture, ‘Sometimes | find reading hard, but ‘| plan my teaching around children’s
language, or identity reflected in the my teacher lets me draw my ideas strengths. It's not about making them
classroom, you can see it in their eyes to show what I'm thinking.’ fit the curriculum; it's about shaping

they know they belong. -4th Class Child the curriculum to fit them.’
-Teacher

N

-Teacher

Florian, L. & Black-Hawkins, K. (2011). Exploring Inclusive Pedagogy. British Educational Research Journal, 37(5), p. 813-828.

N
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Assessment and Progression

‘Meaningful assessment is collaborative and integral to high-quality learning and teaching. Involving
children, teachers, parents, and others, it provides information which enhances teaching and informs
and supports progression in children’s learning across the curriculum.’

(Primary Curriculum Framework, p. 6)

Continuum of Assessment

INTUITIVE ASSESSMENT

Unplanned, unrecorded,
and ongoing
Children usually unaware
they are being assessed

Example
posing appropriate questions to
scaffold learning; being flexible
and responsive to indications of
children’s misconceptions

Questions to Consider

PLANNED INTERACTIONS

More visible, may be recorded, and related
to Learning Outcomes/competencies
Children may or may not be aware
they are being assessed

Example
asking children to construct concept
maps to communicate their current
understanding of a topic; conferencing
with a child about a piece of work

ASSESSMENT EVENTS

Distinct, visible, recorded events

Children are usually aware
they are being assessed

Example
teacher designed tests/quizzes;
externally constructed standardised
assessments; diagnostic assessments

(Primary Curriculum Framework, p. 22)

. How does assessment support me to identify the next steps for each child's learning?

. In what ways do we support, monitor, and celebrate progression across the school? How do we
share this information with children, parents, teachers, and other professionals?

. What assessment strategies are currently being used in our school? In what situations are they more

or less effective?

assessment?

Feedback

Observations

Summative
Tests

. How does ‘Assessment and Progression’ interact with other principles of learning, teaching and

Portfolios

Questioning [Conféerencing

‘l want to know what my child
can do and what steps are in
place to help them make

progress in their learning.’
-Parent

Oide.ie

‘Intuitive assessment allows me to
adjust my teaching in real-time to
respond to the children’s needs.’
-Teacher

‘Time to talk about my work, with
my teacher and my friends, helps
my learning.’

-5th Class Child

N
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Engagement and Participation

‘Children are active and demonstrate agency as the capacity to act independently and to make
choices about and in their learning. Curriculum experiences provide them with opportunities for
decision-making, creativity, and collaboration.’
(Primary Curriculum Framework, p. 6)
In the Primary Curriculum Framework, engagement and participation are central to learning.
Children are viewed as active agents, making choices within their learning, supported by teachers
who design playful, meaningful experiences linked to their interests and curiosities. Engagement is
strengthened when children have genuine voice and choice, fostering ownership and agency.
Participation flourishes in collaborative, respectful environments built on trust. Flexible use of time,
space and resources encourages independence, exploration and creativity. Crucially, engagement
and participation go beyond compliance; this reflects children’s capacity to lead, question, create
and connect learning to the wider world.

Questions to Consider

¢ How do we give children voice and choice in their learning?
¢ |n what ways does our teaching promote active engagement rather than passive compliance?
¢ How do we create collaborative opportunities where children learn with and from each other?

¢ How does ‘Engagement and Participation’ interact with other principles of learning, teaching
and assessment?

‘Providing students in my class with a choice enhances
their engagement and encourages them to become more
motivated. It encourages them to take more ownership
over their own learning and also builds a level of trust
between us. As a result, children better understand their

own learning, ask more questions, and show greater

‘l love when teacher lets us choose how we present our
work. Sometimes | like to write my stories using a tablet but
other times | like to use my copy. It's fun seeing how my
friends decide to do theirs when we share our work
afterwards. | like getting new ideas from them and seeing
how they do things in ways | can try out next time.’

creativity. th ;
-6" Class Child
-6™ Class Teacher ass i
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Learning Environments

‘Children’s learning is shaped and nurtured by the physical environment, indoors and outdoors.
These diverse environments encourage children’s independence, and stimulate and support their
learning across the curriculum.’ (Primary Curriculum Framework, p. 6)

ﬁA Q’R
Nature and Experiential " n n

Lazarnlips Sense of Belonging Authentic Local and Real Life Experiences
Utilising the learning environments in your Creatinga suppartive & Incluslve Draw!ng on the immediate communlt}/ and
local environment atmosphere environment as a resource for learning

Qﬁ Q

Flexible and Adaptable Promoting Independence and Autonomy
Spaces that can be adjusted easily for different Choice in learning may involve what materials to
learning experiences use, where to sit, how to approach a task

‘Inclusive learning environments work to remove barriers to make learning more meaningful
and relevant for every child, particularly those most vulnerable to exclusionary pressures. It
also acknowledges that there are challenges to creating inclusive learning environments.’

(Primary Curriculum Framework, p. 33)

Questions to Consider

. In what way do we use the learning environment in
our local environment? CLASSROOM
SPACES

OUTDOOR
LEARNING
AREAS

. How do our classroom routines and layout promote
independence and choice for all children?

/
. How do our environments change over time to 7 LocAL  \
reflect children’s learning journeys and evolving LEARNING { COMMUNITY |
. . . ENVIRONMENTS | CONNECTIONS
interests? e.g. changing classroom layout/seating,
table names. ﬁg’

. How does ‘Learning Environments’ interact with
other principles of learning, teaching and
assessment?

WHOLE SCHOOL
ENVIRONMENT

ACCESSIBILITY
AND INCLUSION

‘I love when we learn about local
History and Geography while visiting
the sites we are learning about. Some

‘Since redesigning our classroom to allow
more flexible seating and collaborative
spaces, I've noticed a huge improvement in
children's motivation and teamwork. The

‘My child thrives when learning outdoors.
The school’s garden project has not only
macde her excited about Science but also

of them are really close to my house.

more enthusiastic about attending school.
-1st Class Child

classroom truly feels alive. —Parent

-Teacher

N
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Pedagogy

‘Teachers use appropriate and evidence-based pedagogical approaches and strategies to foster
children’s engagement, ownership, and challenge. Such pedagogical approaches and strategies
connect with children’s life experiences, circumstances, strengths and interests.’

(Primary Curriculum Framework, p. 6)
The Primary Curriculum Framework outlines pedagogy as dynamic, reflective, intentional, and
evidence-based, rather than rigid or one-size-fits-all. Teachers are seen as committed, skilful, and
agentic professionals, trusted to make informed choices based on children's needs, interests, prior
learning, and the curriculum itself.

Pedagogical approaches must be appropriate, evidence-based, and responsive to children’s
backgrounds, experiences, and strengths. The Primary Curriculum Framework promotes the use
of varied and flexible approaches to pedagogy and, in turn, learning experiences. Playful and
integrated pedagogical approaches are central to the Primary Curriculum Framework.

Examples of Pedagogical Approaches

Explicit
Teaching

Questions to Consider

« How do | become familiar with, and begin enacting, the pedagogical approaches in the
redeveloped curriculum?

« How can my knowledge of the children support my decision making around the next steps for
their learning?

« How do | create a classroom atmosphere that fosters play and playful pedagogy to support this
learning?

- How does ‘Pedagogy’ interact with other principles of learning, teaching and assessment?

( ‘| really like when we discuss things as a wholeN ‘The students are so much more engaged when
class. Sometimes my friends come up with ideas we use a dialogic approach in our classroom.
that | wouldn’t have thought of and that gives me They have become much better listeners and

new ideas. | like that we can agree or disagree with speakers and it has opened their minds to
each other too. | feel confident to speak when seeing things from different perspectives. This
there is no right or wrong answer.’ inclusive practice encourages participation from

\ -5" Class Child y all students.’

v -Class Teacher
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Reflection

Focus:

If Well Developed
(As a child... As a teacher...

\_

ﬂAs a parent...

( As a school... )

'\

\_ L J

Reflecting on our Current Practice
fAs a child... As a teacher...

\

ﬂ\s a parent...

L

fAs a school... \

\_ VAN J
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Identifying Opportunities
What possible opportunities exist to build upon
current practice?

Impact, Effort & Balance

What will be the impact on learning,
teaching and assessment?

What will be the effort required from all

to develop and maintain?

How does this interact with other
aspects of curriculum and is balance
present?

Effort

\Z

Impact
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