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Primary Curriculum Framework Day 1



2.00 - 3.30

PLE Overview of PCF Day 2
Session 

1

• Recognise children’s experiences as a time of ‘being’ and ‘becoming’.

• Engage with the 7 key competencies.

Sos

Session 

2

• Consider opportunities to use the key competencies.

• Explore the components of high-quality learning, teaching and 

assessment.

Lón

Session 

3

• Begin familiarisation with the curriculum areas and specifications.

• Consider next steps.



Key Messages of PCF Day 2

The seven key 

competencies are 

embedded across the 

curriculum to foster 

children's deep learning 

and contribute to their 

holistic development.

The Primary Curriculum 

Framework 

recognises children's 

experiences in primary 

and special schools as a 

time of 'being' and 

'becoming'.

The central components of 

high-quality learning, 

teaching and assessment 

are teacher's knowledge of 

the children and their prior 

learning, knowledge of 

pedagogy and knowledge 

of the curriculum.



Session 1 Overview and Outcomes

Reflect on the capabilities children need for their holistic 

development.

Become familiar with attributes associated with the key 

competencies.

1

3

2 Develop a shared understanding of the key competencies.



How have the children you have been working with 

this year enjoyed and benefitted from learning 

experiences you have provided?

A Time of Being

3 mins

"The framework recognises children's experiences in primary and special 

schools as a time of 'being' and 'becoming' - both celebrating children's current 

childhood experiences and looking to their futures and what might be." 

(Primary Curriculum Framework (PCF), p.3)

How have the children you have been working with 

this year enjoyed and benefitted from learning 

experiences you have provided?



What Might Be

3 mins
2026-2040

2040s/2050s

2080s/2090s

4

Retirement

Pre-school to 

Post-primary 

school

Begin working 

lives

What capabilities do you think 

children need now and for the 

future?



Being and Becoming: Child Voice

What are the children highlighting as 

important to them now and for the future?



Key Competencies

The Primary Curriculum “seeks to equip children with the 

essential knowledge, skills, concepts, dispositions, attitudes, 

and values which enable them to adapt to and deal with a 

range of situations, challenges and contexts.” (PCF, p.8)

SkillsKnowledge DispositionsConcepts ValuesAttitudes



What are the Attributes of the Key 
Competencies?

The attributes “describe characteristic learning and development 

opportunities for children within each key competency.” (PCF, p.12)

7



Developing a Shared Understanding 
of the Key Competencies

 9 mins

1. Read your assigned key 

competency and associated 

attributes.

2. Highlight key words/phrases.

3. Consider and record key 

words/phrases and benefits 

for the children.

5 - 8

Key 

CompetenciesBeing     

an active 

learner

Being 

creative

Being a 

communicator 

and using 

language

Being 

mathematical





Key Messages of PCF Day 2

The seven key 

competencies are 

embedded across the 

curriculum to foster 

children's deep learning 

and contribute to their 

holistic development.

The Primary Curriculum 

Framework 

recognises children's 

experiences in primary 

and special schools as a 

time of 'being' and 

'becoming'.

The central components of 

high-quality learning, 

teaching and assessment 

are teacher's knowledge of 

the children and their prior 

learning, knowledge of 

pedagogy and knowledge 

of the curriculum.



Session 2 Overview and Outcomes

Examine how the key competencies play a central part in 

children’s learning and are relevant across all stages of primary 

and special schools.

1

3

2

Consider how the key competencies, in action, support children 

to navigate contexts and situations.

Explore the importance of knowledge of the children and their 

prior learning and knowledge of pedagogy as two components 

of high-quality learning, teaching and assessment.



Why Key Competencies?

The key competencies “recognise that 

children grow, learn and develop 

important life skills through everything 

they do at school – whether it’s by being 

part of playful and engaging lessons, 

interacting with others or experiencing 

the daily routines.” (NCCA, 2025)



Key Competencies in Action



Key Competencies Gallery Walk

18 mins.

In your opinion what key 

competencies are in action here?

Give reasons for your choice 

with reference to the attributes.
9



Developing Over Time

“These capabilities are presented as seven inextricably linked key competencies 

that are relevant from stages 1 to 4 (Junior Infants to Sixth Class).” (PCF, p.8)



The Key Competencies in the 
Continuum of Learning

(DEY, 2024) (DEY, 2023) (NCCA, 2024)(DEY, 2015)



Where are the Key Competencies?

“...the competencies play a central 

part in children’s learning, they 

require ongoing attention, and are 

embedded across all curriculum 

areas and subjects from stages 1 to 

4 through the Learning 

Outcomes.” (PCF, p.9)



Key to Learning in Every Learning 
Area

Key 
Competencies

Attributes
Putting them 

in Action

Inextricably 
linked

In the 
Continuum of 

Learning

Embedded 
across all 
curriculum 

areas

What learning in 

relation to the Key 

Competencies will 

inform your practice 

going forward?
3 mins.

10

"More complex than skills, the competencies draw also on knowledge, 

attitudes and values in ways that lead to action. They are not separate or 

stand-alone. They are the key to learning in every learning area.”
(McGuinness, 2024)



Central Components of High-Quality 
Learning, Teaching and Assessment

Knowledge of the children and their prior 

learning

Knowledge of the curriculum

Knowledge of pedagogy



Video: Knowledge of the Children 
and their Prior Learning

11

Knowledge of 

pedagogy

Knowledge 

of the 

curriculum

Knowledge 

of the 

children and 

their prior 

learning

Read page 

11 of your 

PLB.

3 mins

Video: Knowledge of 

the Children and 

their Prior Learning



Knowledge of the Children and their 
Prior Learning

11  12

Consider and discuss your insights 

from the video and page 11 of your 

PLB.

The prompt questions on page 16 may 

support your discussions.

The prompt questions on page 12 may 

support your discussions.



Video: Knowledge of Pedagogy

13

Read page 

13 of your 

PLB.

Knowledge of 

pedagogy

Knowledge 

of the 

curriculum

Knowledge 

of the 

children and 

their prior 

learning 3 mins

Video: Knowledge of 

Pedagogy



Knowledge of Pedagogy

13

Consider and discuss your insights 

from the video and page 13 of your 

PLB.

The prompt questions on page 16 may 

support your discussions.

The prompt questions may support 

your discussions.



Common Pedagogical Approaches

1. Read your assigned pedagogical 

approach and examples of how it 

can be used.

2. Consider and record where it has 

featured in and enhanced your 

practice.
16 mins

15- 16





The central components of 

high-quality learning, 

teaching and assessment 

are teacher's knowledge of 

the children and their prior 

learning, knowledge of 

pedagogy and knowledge 

of the curriculum.

The seven key 

competencies are 

embedded across the 

curriculum to foster 

children's deep learning 

and contribute to their 

holistic development.

The Primary Curriculum 

Framework 

recognises children's 

experiences in primary 

and special schools as a 

time of 'being' and 

'becoming'.

Key Messages of PCF Day 2



Session 3 Overview and Outcomes

Explore and begin to engage with the five curricular 

specifications in the redeveloped primary school 

curriculum and their overarching structure.

1

3

2

Consider how knowledge of the curriculum supports 

high-quality learning, teaching and assessment.

Become familiar with resources and supports which   

will assist you and your school on your curriculum 

enactment journey.



Knowledge of the Curriculum

14

3 mins

Read page 

14 of your 

PLB.

Knowledge 

of 

pedagogy

Knowledge 

of the 

curriculum

Knowledge 

of the 

children and 

their prior 

learning

Video: Knowledge of 

Curriculum



The Redeveloped Primary School 
Curriculum

"Teachers’ knowledge of the curriculum 

(including the vision, principles, key 

competencies, curriculum areas, and 

learning, teaching, and assessment 

processes) enables high-quality learning 

experiences for all children in primary and 

special schools." (PCF, p.27)



Professional Decision Making
“Teachers, as skilful and agentic 

professionals, enact the curriculum by 

making decisions about what to teach, 

when to teach it, and how to sequence 

and pace learning.”

5 mins

10

Why am I teaching this 

lesson, to these children,

at this time? 

Reflect on a lesson you taught this week. 

What did you teach? Why did you teach it? 

How did you sequence and pace learning? 

(PCF, p.20)



What Informs Professional Decisions?

“…teachers exercise agency in 

responding to children’s choices 

by making professional decisions 

based on children’s interests, 

curiosities, and prior learning, 

and on the curriculum and 

whole-school approaches.”
(PCF, p.25)



Circular 67/2025

"The introduction of the redeveloped primary curriculum will be a gradual and well 

supported process lasting at least 6 years." (DEY, 2025)

21



Curriculum Areas and Subjects



Overview of the Specifications



An Introduction to the Specifications

3. Record and present to the 

other groups.

17 19

2. Highlight key words and 

phrases.

1. Read the introduction of 

your assigned specification.

5 mins



Enactment Supports

www.curriculumonline.ie/primary/curriculum-areas

www.curriculumonline.ie/primary/curriculum-areas

20

https://www.curriculumonline.ie/
https://www.curriculumonline.ie/
https://www.curriculumonline.ie/


High-Quality Learning Teaching and 
Assessment

22

Things I am 

curious about

Thing I want to 

explore further

Things I learned

5 mins

Knowledge of the children 

and their prior learning

Knowledge of the curriculum

Knowledge of pedagogy



Oide Resources to Support Enactment
www.oide.ie/primary/home

www.oide.ie/primary/home

https://oide.ie/
https://oide.ie/
https://oide.ie/


Supports for Parents and Children
A screenshot of a curriculum

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

https://www.curriculumonline.ie/getattachment/f5f63ddd-970b-4333-8440-a13576f9ca99/The-What-Why-and-How-of-Children-s-Learning-Parent-Information.pdf
https://assets.gov.ie/static/documents/c3094a59/Leaflet_for_Parents-_English.pdf
https://ncca.ie/en/primary/guidance-for-parents/


Key Learning

22

Possible next 

steps for me…



Míle buíochas!
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