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Language of the Redeveloped
Primary School Curriculum

Arts Education
An Roinn Oideachais Spedﬂm

fEd For Primary and
Spetial Schools

Social and Environmental
. . Education Specification
Primary Curriculum

Framework

For Primary and
Special Schools

Language Specification

Science, Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics (STEM)
Education Specification

Prepared by the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA)

Eﬂ Glossary of Terms

Primary Curriculum Framework (PCF): The PCF refers to the framework of the redeveloped
curriculum published in March 2023, The PCF sets out the purpose, structure and content for the
redeveloped curriculum in primary and special schools. It highlights what is important in primary
education and why; and provides a description of what should be prioritised in children’s learning. The
framework underpins the individual curriculum specifications, Understanding the PCF, in the first
instance, is critical before detailed exploration of the individual specifications.

Curriculum areas: The radeveloped currll
by the curriculum framework (PCF). The ol
document and include:

1. Language 2. Science, Technology, Engl
3. Waellbeing 4. Arts Education 5. Social al

Specification: The curriculum area specil
each curriculum area of the redeveloped ¢
toolkit. The specification cutlines the link ig
assessment of the framework as well as th
outcomes, and guld n th

Principles of Learning, Teaching and Assessment: The principles convey what is valued in primary
and special education and what lies at the heart of high-quality learning, teaching, and assessment in the
redeveloped primary curriculum. They are broad in nature to reflect varied school contexts and children's.
different circumstances, experiences, and abilities.

Key competencies: The redsvelopsd primary curriculum builds on and further develops children's sarly
learning experiences in the home and preschool. It seeks to equip children with the essential knowledge,
skills, concepts, dispositions, altitudes, and values which enable them to adapt to and deal with a range
of situations, challenges, and contexts in support of broader Learning Outcomes. These capabilities are
presented as seven inextricably linked key competencies that are relevant from stages 1 to 4.

Toolkit: The cutriculum area toolkil is a s
Coungll for Curriculum and Assessment (N
will be added to by the NCCA In time. Eack
learning experiences for children. The com
children's learning and progression suppol

Vision for the Redeveloped Primary Sch
purpose intended 1o inform all parts of thel
and teachers in primary and special schog

: The attributes of the Key Competencies presented in the PCF are nol intended as an
exhaustive list but instead describe characteristic learning and development opportunities for children
within each key competency which will be embedded through Learning Outcomes in the curriculum
specifications.

Teacher Agency: Agency is the capacity to make choices and decisions about what to teach, when to
teach it, and how to sequence and pace learning. This includes decisions about the specific learning
experiences to be provided.

Child Agency: Children are active in their own learning and can display their agency by taking the
initiative in learning situations, by observing and becoming involved in angoing events, or by initiating
conversations with others.

The Central Components of High-Quality Learning, Teaching and Assessment: Teachers make key
decisions every day aboutlearning, teaching and assessment, including decisions about what childran
Iearn, the sequence in which they learn, the pace atwhich they learn, and the activities and experiences
through which they learn. These decisions are shaped the teacher's knowledge of the children and their
prior learning; their knowledge of the curriculum; their knowledge of pedagogy.

Enactment: Enactment refers to the process of bringing the redeveloped curriculum into practice in
schools, The intreduction and enaciment of the primary schaol curriculum requires @ highly dynamic set
of sustained conditions. Enactment requires reflection to move forward with both clarity and purpose and
places in teacher's pi The of the curriculum that
teachers are bringing the curriculum to life in their classrooms, s intended to be used flexibly and can
take account of each school's unique context.

Aterm y used in tional policy and research to describe the process of
putting curriculum design into practice. In the PCF, the term enactment rather than implementation is
used, reflecting the view that curriculum change involves ongoing professional judgement, contextual
adaptation, and dynamic conditions within schools.

Learning Outcome: A leaming outoome desaribes the expected learning and development for children

at the end of a period of time,
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0

Professional Learning Materials

Click to View

Vision

The curricuom sims to provide » strong

chideen 23 unique, competent
individuais and 1t views teachiers
Skilha and agentic professionsts.’ 1t wpports
igh-quality leaming, tesching. and susesument
hat s nchasive and evidence-tased, recognising

Do vious axperionces, the currkbin views

PARTNERSHIPS

Partnerships and collaboration
between schools, families, and
communities enrich and extend
children’s leaming by

LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS

Children's leaming is shaped and
nurtured by the physical environment
indoors and outdoors. These diverse
enviconments encourage chidren's

i and stimulate and

o "
thelr lives in and out of school

PEDAGOGY

Teachers use appropriate and
evidence-based pedagogical
approaches and strategies to
foster children's engagement,
ownership, and challenge. Such
pedagogial approaches and
strategies connect with children's

support thelr learning across the
curriculum.

INCLUSIVE EDUCATION
& DIVERSITY

Inclusive education provides

for equity of opportunity and
participation in chidren's learning.
Inclusive education celebrates
diversity and responds to the
uniqueness of every child.

PRINCIPLES OF
LEARNING,
TEACHING, AND
ASSESSMENT

T&
PARTICIPATION

Children are active and
demonstrate agency as the
capacity to act independently
and to make chokes about and
in thele learning. Curriculum
experiences provide them with

life Y
strengths, and interests,

RELATIONSHIPS

Caring refationships within the
school community support and
impact positively on children's
engagement, motivation, and
learning.

TRANSITIONS & CONTINUITY

Children's prior learning. self-worth,
and identity are built upon as they
move from home to preschool and
on to junior infants, and as they
peogress through primary school.
This provides important
foundations for learning as they
mave to post-primary khool.

Figure 1: Principles of leaming, teaching. and assessment

for decision-making.
creativity, and collaboration.

ASSESSMENT &
PROGRESSION

Meaningful assessment is
collaborative and integral to
high-quality learning and
teaching. involving children,
teachers, parents, and others,
it provides information which
enhances teaching and informs
and supports progression in
chikdren's learning across the
curriculum.

PCFDay1

Slides

Click o View

8 Principles Prompt Questions

Professional Learning Bookiet

APEX 8 Cards.

Chick toView

School Context Activity -

Poster

Click ko View
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PLE Overview of PCF Day 2 Oide

Sos

Lon

Begin familiarisation with the curriculum areas and specifications.

Consider next steps.
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Key Messages of PCF Day 2

The Primary Curriculum
Framework
recognises children's
experiences in primary
and special schools as a
time of 'being' and
'becomlng

3

The seven key
competencies are
embedded across the
curriculum to foster
children's deep learning
and contribute to their
holistic development.

Oide

The central components of
high-quality learning,
teaching and assessment
are teacher's knowledge of
the children and their prior
learning, knowledge of
pedagogy and knowledge
of the curriculum.
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Session 1 Overview and Outcomes

Reflect on the capabilities children need for their holistic

development.

Develop a shared understanding of the key competencies.

o Become familiar with attributes associated with the key
competencies.
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Oide

A Time of Being

"The framework recognises children's experiences in primary and special
schools as a time of 'being’ and 'becoming’ - both celebrating children’s current

childhood experiences and looking to their futures and what might be."

(Primary Curriculum Framework (PCF), p.3)

How have the children you have been working with
this year enjoyed and benefitted from learning

experiences you have provided?
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What Might Be

What capabilities do you think

children need now and for the
future? ‘20803/20905

‘20403/20503 Retirement

Begin working
lives

®5026-2040

Pre-school to
Post-primary
school
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Being and Becoming: Child Voice

-

-

What are the children highlighting as

important to them now and for the future?

T/
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Key Competencies

The Primary Curriculum “seeks to equip children with the
essential knowledge, skKills, concepts, dispositions, attitudes,
and values which enable them to adapt to and deal with a

range of situations, challenges and contexts.” (pCF, p.8)

Knowledge Skills Concepts Dispositions Attitudes Values
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What are the Attributes of the Key

Competencies?

Oide

The attributes “describe characteristic learning and development

opportunities for children within each key competency.” (PCF. p.12)

Table 1: Attributes of each key competency

Key competency

Attributes

Being an active citizen

L

Developing an understanding of, and acting on, the rights and
responsibilities of myself and others

® Experiencing learning through democratic practices
¢ Recognising injustice and inequality and ways to take action
¢ Developing capacity to make choices and take action in favour of
a sustainable future
Being creative ®  Participating in and enjoying creative and cultural experiences
® Being curious
& Being imaginative
¢ Being innovative
® Using creative processes

Exploring alternative ways of communicating

Tac leis an bhFoghlaim
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Developing a Shared Understanding
of the Key Competencies

1. Read your assigned key

Being a
digital
learner

Being an
active
citizen

competency and associated
attributes.
2. Highlight key words/phrases.
3. Consider and record key

words/phrases and benefits

Being a
communicator
and using
language

for the children.

Tacd leis an bhFoghlaim ~ Supporting the Professional

Ghairmidil i measc Ceannairi  Learning of School Leaders
Scoile agus Mdinteoiri and Teachers



o Tacd leis an bhFoghlaim Supporting the Professional
I e Ghairmitil i measc Ceannairi  Learning of School Leaders
Scoile agus Mdinteoiri and Teachers

69§




Key Messages of PCF Day 2

The seven key
competencies are
embedded across the
curriculum to foster
children's deep learning
and contribute to their
holistic development.

The Primary Curriculum
Framework
recognises children's
experiences in primary
and special schools as a
time of 'being' and
'becomlng

3

Oide

The central components of
high-quality learning,
teaching and assessment
are teacher's knowledge of
the children and their prior
learning, knowledge of
pedagogy and knowledge
of the curriculum.
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Oide

Session 2 Overview and Outcomes

Consider how the key competencies, in action, support children
to navigate contexts and situations.

Examine how the key competencies play a central part in
children’s learning and are relevant across all stages of primary
and special schools.

Explore the importance of knowledge of the children and their
prior learning and knowledge of pedagogy as two components
of high-quality learning, teaching and assessment.
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Why Key Competencies?

Being a
digital
learner

Being
mathematical

Being a
communicator
and using
language

The key competencies “recognise that
children grow, learn and develop
important life skills through everything
they do at school — whether it’s by being
part of playful and engaging lessons,

Interacting with others or experiencing

the daily routines.” (NCCA, 2025)
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Key Competencies in Action

l Oide

Being an
active
citizen

Being a
digital
learner

Being an Being
active mathematical
learner

Being a
communicator
and using
language

Being
creative
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Key Competencies Gallery Walk

9
@@@ Key Competenmes |n Act|on
@ @ In your opinion, what key competencies are i
action here?

Photograph Key Competencies Rr::;:: ::r u:: ::':ﬁ;lj:::;‘
In your opinion what key 1
competencies are in action here? 2
Give reasons for your choice
with reference to the attributes. 4
° 18 mins.
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Developing Over Time

“These capabilities are presented as seven inextricably linked key competencies

that are relevant from stages 1 to 4 (Junior Infants to Sixth Class).” (PCF, p.8)
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The Key Competencies in the
Continuum of Learning

Oide

(CRACIES AND Nu;s,,%IC

Thinking
and solving
problems

MANAGING
MYSELF

Managing
learning
and self

Being
creative

Being an
active
citizen

Agentic,
competent

KEY
COMPETENCIES
IN SENIOR CYCLE

KEY

and
confident
learners

Cultivating
wellbeing

SKILLS

Communicating

Being
mathematical

Working
with others

MANAGING
INFORMATION
& THINKING

BEING
NUMERATE

Being
creative

n !
ERACTES AD NOVER

-

(DEY, 2015) (NCCA, 2024)

(DEY, 2024)

(DEY, 2023)
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Where are the Key Competencies?

“...the competencies play a central
part in children’s learning, they
require ongoing attention, and are
embedded across all curriculum
areas and subjects from stages 1 to
4 through the Learning

Outcomes.” (PCF. p.9)

plan and capture their drama
work through storyboarding,
journalling and/or using digital
tools. AL, CL, C

Table 4: Key competency legend

Initials Key competency

AC Being an active citizen
AL Being an active learner
CL Being a communicator

and using language

C Being creative

DL Being a digital learner
M Being mathematical
W Being well
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Key to Learning in Every Learning

Area "More complex than skills, the competencies draw also on knowledge,
attitudes and values in ways that lead to action. They are not separate or

Sstand-alone. They are the key to learning in every learning area.”
(McGuinness, 2024)

Putting them What learning in
in Action

Key Attributes

Competencies

relation to the Key

Competencies will

Embedded inform your practice

across all
curriculum
areas

In the -
L I I .
Continuum of "el’i‘;';‘eng y going forward?

Learning

3 mins.
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Central Components of High-Quality
Learning, Teaching and Assessment

Knowledge of the children and their prior

learning

Knowledge of pedagogy

Knowledge of the curriculum
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Video: Knowledge of the Children
and their Prior Learning

Video: Knowledge of
the Children and

Knowledge their Prior Learning

of the Knowledge of Knowledge
children and pedagogy of the Read page
their prior curriculum

11 of YOUr | 3mins

PLB.

learning
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Knowledge of the Children and their |0ide

g Knowledge of Children and Their Prior
Learning
\
&
As a teacher, how do |

nurture positive

interactions with children in
my setting?

How do we share relevant
information on children’s
backgrounds? Which principles of
Learning, Teaching and
Assessment support this?

Consider and discuss your insights

Which moments in the school
day afford us the opportunity
to get to know the children
and their prior learning?

from the video and page 11 of your S S

Knowledge of Children and Thair Prior
Learning O

(7 oide 5 ﬁ : . . .
P L B 7_ = & Knowledge of Children and Their Prior
] Knowledge of e 8 ( e H .
She Ghlithaar ‘ “d A Learning: Assessment
and 'he“: Prior - information gathered to
Leaming [ sl make decisions that . 4 s
% have a positive impact PLS TION: EVENTS
g 8 for children? e ety
e Exarmp
e e
O J P J J

1

The prompt questions on page 12 may

In my setting, what
opportunities do children
have to communicate
about their learning and
progression?

How do we balance the three
types of assessment? Do we
have opportunities for child-
led along with teacher-led
assessment in our practice?

support your discussions. . N
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Video: Knowledge of Pedagogy

Knowledge Video: Knowledge of
of the Knowledge of Knowledge ~edagogy
children and pedagogy of the
their prior curriculum Read page
learning 13 of your | 3mins

PLB.
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nowledge of Pedagogy

Knowledge of Pedagogy d

Pedagogy takes t of teachers’ actions, words, and judgements on what and how
children learn, and why particular experiences are important for learning.

Consider and discuss your insights e

teacher education and I and deep er t, both indoor and outdoor,
through reflection on practice, and the resources that will provide
ti with coll and opportunities for the children to play,

ire, experiment, and

4P P UL |

discover, are critical contributions to

from the video and page 13 of your ——4

PLB.

Knowledge of Pedagogy d includes invisible, visible, and recorded creation of a respectful, caring, and
e b, e s e 8 e i aspects, is a critical element of a secure atmosphere that nurtures
s p gogy, as is ki ge of learning and development.

content.

4 Recording of Key Insights\

i3

s

of
Pedagogy

How do we create respectful, caring
and secure atmospheres that
nurture learning and development?

How does your preparation of the
learning environment, both indoor and
outdoor, provide opportunities for the
children to play, explore, inquire,
experiment, and discover?
How do resources support this?

13

The prompt questions may S(Jpport

What factors inform the
pedagogical approaches
you use?

your discussions.

13 o
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Common Pedagogical Approaches

Common Pedagogical Approaches

Children learn through dialogue and interaction. Dialogi pedagogy s a collaborative approach where
children and teachers address learning together, expressing and developing ideas and thinking, It
involves all forms of communication between children and/or between child and teacher, fostering an
Inclusive environment where every child's voice ks heard and valued. This reciprocal dialogue encourages
explocation of complex ideas. critical thinking and Informed dedision making, fostering a sense of agency.
When using dialogic pedagogy. the focus of learning must be cear to guide the dialogue. Children's
thoughts build on each other, leading to new understandings. In the classroom, children feel empowored
10 contribute and have 2 say in their learming. A balance between teacher-guided and child-led dislogue
enables doep engagement. faciitated by effective questioning. active istening and purposctul responses.

I

1. Read your assigned pedagogical

Teachers can use dialogic pedagogy by.

« establishing a safe environment where chikiren feel confident to discuss choices, to build on their own and one another’s
contnbutions, to respect each other's ideas and give px ful and ¢ PO

prowviding children with active opportunities 10 co-create. engage in conversation, ask questons and to perfoem and
present their work

* posing open-ended questions that require reasoning and critical thinking, facilitating collaborative discussions

L]
« conferencing with children 1o draw awareness to and elicit their use of skillis, how they are applied and how they can be
improved or refined

using circle activities to build relationships. create a sense of belonging and provide a safe space for children to express
their thoughts and ideas
carefully selecting appropriate siories, taxts, artefacts, visual images, audio and videos to stimulate listening. thinking and

discussion on vanious 10pics

.7 4P

\

Fxplicit tea
Explicit teaching enables the teacher to clearly share new knowledge, skills, concepts and language while
positive itions in 2 way. It should be i of children's
stages, thelr prior learning. abilities and needs. Through explicit teaching. the teacher demonstrates
tasks or concents by carefully modelling and scatfolding their own thinking, making the learning process
sparent. Clear , examples and help support children’s understanding, High
levels of teacher-child interaction foster engagement, with questioning encouraging children to elaborate
m 0n their leaming while staying interested, connected and motivated.
Guided and independent practice are crucial. initialy, children practise with teacher support and feedback,
then gradually transition to independent activities to consolidate leaming. The teacher ensures meaningful
interaction and engagement for il children.
Timely, developmental feedback addresses misunderstandings and reinforces prioe learning, guiding
children towards new learning. This approach bullds confidence and competence, ensuring active
participation in learning,

[ ]
e e n n n n Teachers can use explict teaching by
a u r I a e a C e yo u r « providing suppont and feedback to facilitate children’s engagement as confident, reflective, skiiod, active and agentic
leamers

scaffolding and sequencing leaming activities 10 facilitate progression in children’s leaming

describing and explaining a skif, the contexts in which it is useful and modelling and instructing how It can be appled

in a variety of contexts

* brealking down and organising complex or abstract ideas into more manageable and accessible units of leaming

clanfying what has been leamned at the end of a unit of work to ensure solid understanding of concepts

* sequencing new leaming in an incremental manner and exempiifying new content using demonstrations, modeiing

and visual and verbal cues, as appropriate

responding to ‘teachable moments’ to explore children's ideas, make connections in their learming and draw attention

to impontant and relevant knowledge and skills

Cemonﬁuuhng how 10 use new words and phrases associated with themes/opics in context, providing opportunities )

for guided practice
15 16 mins

can be used.

2. Consider and record where it has

practice.
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Key Messages of PCF Day 2

The seven key
competencies are
embedded across the
curriculum to foster
children's deep learning
and contribute to their
holistic development.

The Primary Curriculum
Framework
recognises children's
experiences in primary
and special schools as a
time of 'being' and
'becomlng

3

Oide

The central components of
high-quality learning,
teaching and assessment
are teacher's knowledge of
the children and their prior
learning, knowledge of
pedagogy and knowledge
of the curriculum.
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Oide

Session 3 Overview and Outcomes

Consider how knowledge of the curriculum supports
high-quality learning, teaching and assessment.

Explore and begin to engage with the five curricular
specifications in the redeveloped primary school
curriculum and their overarching structure.

Become familiar with resources and supports which
will assist you and your school on your curriculum
enactment journey.
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Knowledge of the Curriculum

Knowledge Video: Knowledge of
Knowledge of the nowledge Curriculum
of children and of the
pedagogy their prior curriculum Read page
learning 14 of your
PLB.
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The Redeveloped Primary School
Curriculum

The Redeveloped
Primary School Curriculum

"Teachers’ knowledge of the curriculum

(including the vision, principles, key
competencies, curriculum areas, and
learning, teaching, and assessment

processes) enables high-quality learning

experiences for all children in primary and

special schools.” (PcF, p.27)
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“Teachers, as skilful and agentic Why am | teaching this
lesson, to these children,

professionals, enact the curriculum by = at this time?

making decisions about what to teach,
when to teach it, and how to sequence

and pace learning.”
(PCF, p.20)

Reflect on a lesson you taught this week.
What did you teach? Why did you teach it?

How did you sequence and pace learning?

Tacu leis an bhFoghlaim Supporting the Professional
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Oide

What Informs Professional Decisions?

“...teachers exercise agency in
responding to children’s choices
by making professional decisions

based on children’s interests,
curiosities, and prior learning,

and on the curriculum and

whole-school approaches.”
(PCF, p.25)
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Circular 67/2025 Oide

"The introduction of the redeveloped primary curriculum will be a gradual and well

supported process lasting at least 6 years." (DEY, 2025)

. Enacting the Redeveloped Primary School
An Roinn Odeachais 2] "
ags Oge 5 Curriculum
Departement of i %’
Education and Youth W
School Curriculum Area in | Curriculum Area in
N Focus (Year 1 of Focus (Year 2 of Notes
Circular 006712025 Year ( (
Enactment) Enactment)
To Boards of Management and Prin_cipal Teachers, Teaching 2026/2027 | Curriculum Area 1 First curriculum area selected
Staff of Primary Schools and Special Schools and CEOs of
ETBs. \ Two year enactment begins.
N
Primary Curriculum for primary and special schools 2027/2028 | Curriculum Area 2: Curriculum Area 1- Second curiculum area
selected
Contents Areas 1 and 2 being worked on
1. 1 simultaneously
2 N
3 3 2028/2029 | Curriculum Area 3 Curriculum Area 2: Third curriculum area selected
4. 3
Areas 2 and 3 being worked on
5 Tims 3 (ECVBC\:ITEN of simultaneously
& Supporting the redsvalopsd Primary School Curriewlum ... 4 Sp:m:a‘:gn
7. Enacting ¥ School 4 musthave
8. Timeline of support [ commenced) \
9. Guidance for Whols School Cumriculum Planning and the updated Guidancs \‘
on for Learning, & 2029/2030 | Curriculum Area 4: Cuiculum Area 3: Fourth curriculum area
0. Further 7 selected.
Appendlx 1: Timeline of Supports 8
Areas 3 and 4 being worked on
\ simultaneously.
1. Introduction E
The approval by the Minister for Education and Youtn of the five curmicuum 2030/2031 | Curmriculum Area 5: urriculum Area 4: Fifth curriculum area selected
marks the of the primany B
This Tollows a huge amount of work by the National Areas 4 and 5 being worked on
Counct for and {NCCA), the D of Education and simultaneously.
Youth and Its suppart senvices In conjunclion with schoal leaders, teachers, parents, Ny
children, and across he . 2031/2032 Cumiculum Area 5: All areas will be fully enacted by
2031/2032
It represants a significant milestone, Iaying the foundation for high-gualty leaming,
teaching and assessment that Is Inciusive and evidence-based, recognising the right of
all chilgren to make progress in all areas of thelr leaming and development. The
redevaloped curncuium bulids on the strengths of the 1989 Primary School Cumiculum 2032/2033 Ifa school opts to take a
to provide a sirong foundation for every child to thrive and fiourish. Its enactment calis C“”f“”"“""” Y?Z "‘; ,
for renewed focus on the GUTICLIUM'S Vision, ensuring that leaming, teaching and cumculum areas will be Tully
" enacted by 203212033
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0=
Arts Education Social and Environmental Table 2: Components in curriculum specifications

Specification Education Specification
P

For Primary and
Special Schools [t

Content Description
Introduction A summary of the philosophical and educational basis for the curriculum area.
Rationale A description of the nature and role of the curriculum area and associated

Language Specification subjects within the broad primary curriculum.
Aims Avision for the curriculum area and associated subjects articulated through a set

of aims.

Strands and Each curriculum area will be divided into strands, and across the strands, the
elements elements will describe the essential learning.

Science, Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics (STEM . . . . .
B el eempronmassin Learning Outcomes  Learning Outcomes will describe the expected learning and development for

children at the end of a period of time.

The curriculum in Guidance and support focusing on the big ideas that underpin high-quality
practice learning, teaching, and assessment in the classroom.
|
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An Introduction t

o the Specifications

Components in Curriculum Specifications

CURRICULUM

AREASAND
suall

Arts Education

Specification

s Education, encompassing the subjects ATt
Orama smd Music, occupies 3 unique and important
space i childrer' primary education.Ireland hax
2 rich, vibeant cuture andl beritsge, and the arts
play a key role in Inish life and society. Engagement
‘wath traditional and contemporary art. craft.
eusic,song. drama dance and other antoms

el connect hildren ta this irpertant azpect

of national culture. They al=a leam about the
perspectives of others. and srts-making in cultires
ad communties cutsde of Ielandl Arts Edhcation
‘supports and promotes children's. artistic and
creative development and wellbsng in an enjoyable

themechies crestvely through a variesy of ardorme

—_—
P

———
——————
—_—

Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics
(STEM) Education
Specification

Science, technology and enginesring are integral
components of our everyday ives. continually
advancing and shaping our world Scence. Technology
ard Engincering (STE) Education provides chidren
with opportursties to explore. investigate a0d
interpret our workd and beyond. Children learm

that n light of new dizcaveries nd

advancements, problems can be soived, enabling
rapid adaptabiity and chonges to how we ive in the

Social and
Environmental
Education
Specification

Ecucstion play= 3 pvots rle in contributing to 3
democrate. equtable and just Iizh zocety. Social
and Emvironmental Eduucation (SEE) comprizes the:
subjects History and Geography, incorporating
learning about rebigions. belets and worldviews.
Leaming in this curmiculum area enables children
1o see themselves 25 members of society with
nghts and rezpontbie: and emooner them to
contribute to matters of local regional, national,

An Introduction to the Specifications:
Key Learning eing

ficat

eai Educats

This s realised
through enriching leaming experiences that are
inclusive and responsive. with children 3t the
centre of these educational experiences.

ion

Bpecification incorporates two

ion (PE) and Social,

fealth Education (SPHE) It emphasises
ted physical, social, relational
it dhmeions of wellbeng.

kit concepts,

movemert.

fituces and values that are essential
vecall growth and development. In
medium of movement. chikdren

competence and

jwhie cuitivating positive behaviours

Bocial inter;

provides 2 space for chidren to

(actions. eurture personal

i expand their health knowledge.
jn intrapersonal and interpersonal

Together, PE and SPHE support
elon 2 holstc understanding of
Bing them to lead active. healthy and
o

17

1. Read the introduction of

your assigned specification.

2. Highlight key words and

phrases.

3. Record and present to the

other groups.
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Enactment Supports | Oide

Arts Education

==

Arts Education Language Specification Science, Technology, Engineering Welcome to the Arts Education curriculum for all primary and special schools. Here you can find links to the Arts specification and the Arts Toolkit. You
Specification and Mathematics (STEM)

For Primary and For Primary and Special Schools Education Specification
Special Schools | i | I For Primary an
Special Schools

can also access useful videos, resources and information relating to Arts Education.

English-medium schools

Arts Education Language Science, Technology, (7 NCeA ==

: X
Engineering and : _ =
Mathematics Education ko @ BUNSCOIL PRIMARY

For Primary and
Special Schools

Primary
05:50

(>

Social and Environmental Wellbeing

Erktion Specificatiod Specification Arts Specification Arts Toolkit Arts Overview Video

For Primary and For Primary and
Special Schools Special Schools

SOCial angd We"belng Frequently Asked Questions 'This Developmentatthe Arts 1999 Curriculum
Environmental Specification

Education

www.curriculumonline.ie/primary/curriculum-areas
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High-Quality Learning Teaching and
Assessment

Knowledge of the children

and their prior learning Things | learned

Things | am

Knowledge of pedagogy curious about

Thing | want to
explore further

Knowledge of the curriculum
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Oide Resources to Support Enactment

- Primary Division Subject Areas -

www.oide.ie/primary/home

1= & 0

Professional Learning
Materials

Wellbeing

News & Updates Key Documents

Click to View Click to View Click to View

Social & Environmental

Education Arts Education Leadership Division

(J
&

Preparation for Teaching and

Resour:
Learning e 4

Primary Post-Primary

Ok toView Clickto View

Languages and Literacy

Endorsement Post-Graduate Diploma

Inclusive Education
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Department of Education
and Youth

The New Primary
Curriculum for Primary
and Special Schools

What Parents Need to Know

Tﬁ 7 NCCA

Learn
7 And How
)\Je Learn

About NCCA Early Childhood
What is the Primary Curriculum? In School

The curriculum sets out what children should learn and how children learn through the four

stages of primary schook

Stage 1: Junior & Stage 2: 1st &
Senior Infants 2nd Class

Why is there a new curriculum?

The new curriculum is shaped by children,
parents, teachers, school leaders, education
experts and research. It's vision, as set out

in the Primary Curriculum Framework 2023,

s to:
What's new in the curriculum?

The new curriculum s shaped by children,
parents, teachers, school leaders, education
experts and research. It's vision, as set out in
the Primary Curriculum Framework 2023, is to:

u Give your child the best possible start,
helping them grow, learn, and succeed

m Support your child in reaching their full
potential.

u See every child as unique, capable. and
caring.

= Recognise that all children have the right
to make progress and develop in every
area of their learning and growth.

Stage 3:3d & Stage 4: 5th&

4th Class. 6th Class.
‘What are the key competencies
my child will develop?

The Primary School Curriculum focuses on 7
key competencies for children, These are
the knowledge, skills, and attitudes that
help them learn and grow. They show how
your child develops important life skills
through everything they do at schoal, from
playful and engaging lessons to working
with others and everyday experiences.

O

The What, Why and How
of Children’s Learning in
Primary and Special Schools
Information for parents

Q

Why are the
changes happening?

The world it always changing
and we all need to learn
about new things! These
changes will give you lots of
new learning and 1kills that
will welp you in your life now
and ai you get older

Primary Curriculum Framework and Curriculum Areas

Home Guid,

Guidance for Parents

As a parent, you play a key role in your child's education. The NCCA has
developed a number of resources to help you to support your child's

learning in primary school.
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https://www.curriculumonline.ie/getattachment/f5f63ddd-970b-4333-8440-a13576f9ca99/The-What-Why-and-How-of-Children-s-Learning-Parent-Information.pdf
https://assets.gov.ie/static/documents/c3094a59/Leaflet_for_Parents-_English.pdf
https://ncca.ie/en/primary/guidance-for-parents/

Key Learning

Possible next
steps for me...
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