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Key Dates

Term 3 25/26
September 2025 Term 1 25/26 Sample

Specification AAC Guidelines Examination
Papers

September 2026

Introduction in
classroom

Y June 2028
| Written State

Term 1 26/27 " Term 2 26/27 Term 3 27/28
Sample AAC Brief Live AAC Brief AAC Submitted

Examination
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In this webinar, we will . ..

appreciate the central significance of the specification

consider the structure of the Ordinary Level and Higher Level sample
examination papers

recognise the significant role of action verbs in the specification and how
command words are used in examination questions

explore how the sample examination papers assess the learning outcomes
across the strands
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Schedule

Part 1
9:15-9:40

Specification and assessment overview

Part 2

9:40 — 10:00 Structure of the examination papers

Part 3
10:00 — 11:00

11:00 -11:10 Q&A

Scope of assessment
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Specification and Assessment Overview
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Key Documents

Guidelines to support the
Applied Geography Project

Key competencies in senior
cycle

Oide

Curriculum Specification for
Leaving Certificate Geography

https://tinyurl.c
om/4zenwh4t
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Geography Specification

KEY
COMPETENCIES
IN SENIOR CYCLE |

Learning
Outcomes

Action Verbs

n ct
“RACTES AN WOVER

Teaching, Learning
and Assessment

Additional Assessment

AAC Examination

Component 60%
40%

Sample
Guidelines

Papers x 4

@@@ Figure 1: Key competencies in senior cycle, 2024, p.1. The components of competencies and their desired impact.
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Key Competencies

By setting appropriate and engaging tasks, asking
guestions and giving feedback that promotes
learner autonomy, assessment will support
learning and promote progression, support the

COMPETENCIES
IN SENIOR CYCLE

development of student key competencies and
summarise achievement.

n A
“RACIES AND WOV

(Curriculum Specification for Leaving Certificate Geography, NCCA, 2025, P.22).

KNOWLEDGE

SKILLS

VALUES AND DISPOSITIONS

Figure 1: Key competencies in senior cycle, 2024, p.1. The components of competencies and their desired impact.
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Assessment

As well as varied teaching strategies, varied assessment strategies
will support learning and provide information that can be used as
feedback so that teaching and learning activities can be modified in
ways that best suit individual students.

(Curriculum Specification for Leaving Certificate Geography, 2025, pg. 22).
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Assessment In
Leaving Certificate Geography

Assessment Weighting Level
component

Applied 40% Common brief
Geography

Project

Written 60% Higher and
examination Ordinary Level

Table 2: Overview of assessment for certification

Guidelines to support the
Applied Geography Project

Curriculum Specification for Leaving Certificate Geography, 2025, p. 22. Overview of assessment for

certification

E!
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Coimisitin na Scriiduithe Stait

State Examinations Commission

Leaving Certificate Examination
Sample 1

Geography
Higher Level

2 hours 30 minutes

Examination Number

Tacu leis an bhFoghlaim :
Ghairmidil i measc Ceannairi  Learning of School Leaders

02BLO0SALESL

mmmmmmmmmm

Supporting the Professional

and Teachers

Scoile agus Muinteoiri



References to Assessment in the
Specification

 Page 6 Student learning in senior cycle
Curriculum Specification for  Page 21 Teaching for student learning

Leaving Certificate Geography

 Page 22 Assessment

 Page 22 Assessment for Certification
 Page 23 Additional Assessment Component
 Page 25 Reasonable Accommodations

Taci leis an bhFoghlaim Supporting the Professional

Ghairmidil i measc Ceannairi  Learning of School Leaders
Scoile agus Muinteairi and Teachers




Assessment for certification

» Assessment for certification is based on the rationale, aims and learning outcomes
of the specification

 Differentiation at the point of assessment will also be achieved through the stimulus

material used, and the extent of the structured support provided for students at
different levels

(Curriculum Specification for Leaving Certificate Geography, 2025, pg. 22).
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Learning Outcomes

* “The right-hand column contains learning

outcomes which describe the knowledge,
. . r Students learn about Students should be able tg
skills, values and dispositions students

Agriculture and fisheries

S h O u | d b e a b I e to d e m O n Strate afte r a pe ri Od o economic, environmental and social factors affecting 3.1 examine the importance and changing nature of

agriculture agriculturein Ireland

.
Of Iea rn I n g . o changing agricultural practices including intensification,

organic approaches, urban food production, and the use
of technology

o changes in the fishing industry: the development of 3.2 explore changes in the fishing industry in Ireland

¢ T h e I eft - h a n d CO I u m n O u tl i n eS S p eC i fi C aguaculture, in-land fisheries, and conservation
a re a S th at Stu d e n tS I e a rn a b O u t . o EU policies relating to agriculture and fisheries 3.3 discuss the impact of European Union (EU) policies on

agriculture and fisheries in Ireland

Curriculum Specification for

» Taken together, these provide clarity and
coherence with the other sections of the
specification”.

P.11
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Appendix 1: Glossary of Action Verbs

This glossary is designed to clarify the learning outcomes. Each action verb is described in terms of what the
learner should be able to do once they have achieved the learning cutcome.

Action verb Students should be able to

Analyse study or examine something in detail, break dowm in order te bring out the essential elerments or structure;
identify parts and relaticnships. and to interpret information to reach conclusions

Appreciate recognise the meaning, value or importance of

Communicate use appropriate formats to share meaning, exchange or present information with an audience

Conduct perform an activity

Demonstrate  prove or make clear by reasoning or evidence, illustrating with examples or practical application

Describe develop a detailed picture or image of, for example, a structure or a process, using words or diagrams
where appropriate; produce a plan, simulation or model O S S a
Discuss offer a considered, balanced review that includes a range of arguments, perspectives, factors or hypothesis,

grounded in appropriate evidence

Evaluate collect and examine data to make judgments and appraisals; describe how evidence supports or does not

(data) support a conclusion in an inquiry or investigation; identify the limitations of data in conclusions; make
judgements about the idea, solutions or methods

Evaluate collect and examine evidence to make judgments and appraisals; describe how evidence supports or does

{ethical not support a judgement; identify the limitations of evidence in conclusions; make judgments about the

judgement) ideas, solutions or methods

|
Examine look closely at arguments, concepts, data, information and/for stories in order to uncover origins,
assurnptions, perspectives, trends and/for relationships

Explain give a detailed account supported by reasons or causes
Explore observe, sbudy, in order to establish facts
Formulate exprass the relevant concept(s) or argument(s) precisely and systematically
Identify recognise patterns, facts, or details; provide an answer from a number of possibilities; recognise and state
briefhy a distinguishing fact or feature
Investigate observe, study, or make a detailed and systematic examination, in order to establish facts and reach new
conclusicns Curriculum Specification for
Outline give the main points, restricting to essential pieces of information B
Plan devise or project a method or a course of action
Recognise identify facts, characteristics or concepts that are critical {relevant/appropriate} to the understanding of a
situation, event, process or phenomenon P 27
Research inquire specifically, using involved and critical imeestigation .
Synthesise to draw together, in written or other form, different ideas, data, information andfor knowledge to create a

new idea or deeper understanding
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Differentiation in Higher and Ordinary
Level Geography

Examination questions will require students to demonstrate learning
appropriate to each level.

(Curriculum Specification for Leaving Certificate Geography, 2025, pg. 22).
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Action Verbs and Command Verbs

Learning outcomes in the specification are not distinguished between
higher and ordinary level.

The learning outcome action verb details the highest level achievable by
students.

Command words are related to action verbs. They are used for examination
purposes in the examination papers.

—

Taci leis an bhFoghlaim Supporting the Professional
Ghairmidil i measc Ceannairi  Learning of School Leaders

Scoile agus Mainteoiri and Teachers



n bhFo ghl im S pporting the Professional
I e Gh rmid I i me iri  Learning of School Leaders
Scoile agus MU t and Teachers

Part 2

Structure of the Examination Papers
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Paper Design

 Less pages

* Gone from 80% to
60% written exam

* Number of pages
can vary each year

 Builds on student's
experience of JC
Geography

* Full completion
booklet




Changes to the Tailte Eireann
1:50,000 Discovery Series ma

(07 | Taite Changes to
"/ | Eireann

1:50,000 Discovery Series maps

v scoilnet maps

The new maps are branded as Tailte Eireann and they will carry the Tailte Eireann logo only, which will replace the previous
QOrdnance Survey Ireland logo.

The new legend has been categorised into four groups for ease of use

MAP INFORMATION

The legend layout has been redesigned to align with the new 1:50,000 map product.
It features:

New Symbols: Additional icons now represent updated map features - limited to three colours for consistency.
+ Awine shade to indicate “topographic’ and ‘tournst’ land-based symbols, with the exception of ‘antiquities’, which are in a red colour.
« All ‘marine’ or water-based services have a blue symbol.
+ Emergency services are represented with a red symbol.
« A number of symbols that were used on the old legend have been discontinued and will not appear on the new legend.
Restyled Elements: Existing symbols have been refined for a more intuitive and modem look.

Standardisation: Icons and symbols are now consistent across all map products.

Logical Grouping: Elements are organised under clear headings based on their function and use.

https://oide.ie/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Tailte-Eireann-Map-

Changes.pdf
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Higher and
Ordinary
1:50,000 Map

Sample Paper 1

rragh Bay

Saralonn atdirgeadh neamhidarithe coipcheart
Taite Ervann, Gach cead ar cosnamh. NI
caagmhach aon chuld can fhalseachdn seo &
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Eireann copyright. All rights reserved. No
part of this publication mary be copled,
reproduced of rarsmitted in any form of by
any means without the prior written
permission of the copynght owners.

Ursauthorised reproduction infringes Tallie
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Accessing
Assessment

https://www.examinations.ie/

Oide

Sample Papers
2 Ordinary Level
2 Higher Level
Sample Maps &
Legends

Tranche 1

Revised subjects for introduction in schools in September 2026 onwards

Sample examination papers for tranche 2 subjects are now available and can be accessed by clicking on the relevant

subject in the table below.

Further information on the Senior Cycle Redavelopment Programme is available on the Department of Education website here.

Any feedback on the content of these sample materials may be submitted by e-mail to scr@examinations.ie

Senior Cycle ﬁedevelopment I-='rogramme

Tranche 3 Tranche 4 Tranche 5

FAQ document on Senior Cycle Sample Materials is available here

Circular 549/26 Senior Cycle Redevelopment — Sample Examination Papers is available here

Final Schedule of Examination and Completion Dates for 2027 here

Tranche 2

Accounting *

Constru ch ru:-lt:rgyr

Engineering

English *

Life, Community and Work

(Geography)

Common Level

Physical Education

* will not be given effect earlier than September 2027

Tacu leis an bhFoghlaim :
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https://www.examinations.ie/
https://www.examinations.ie/scr/

Sample Examination Papers
https://www.examinations.ie/scr/

Oide

2028L005A1ES1 2028L005G1ES1 200BL00SA1ES2 20EELN0SG1EST
2028.M2451 2028.M2351 2028 M52 roxd st
() [ {1 )
<~ &~ o, -
Coimisitin na Scriiduithe Stait Coimisiiin na Scriduithe Stéit Coimisitin na Scriduithe Stiit Coimisiin na Scriduithe Stait
State Examinations Commission State Examinations Commission State Examinations Commission State Examinations Commission
Leaving Certificate Examination Leaving Certificate Examination Leaving Certificate Examination Leaving Certificate Examination
Sample 1 Sample 1 Sample 2 Sample 2
Geography Geography Geography Geography
Higher Level Ordinary Level Higher Level Ordinary Level
2 hours 30 minutes 2 hours 30 minutes 2 hours 30 minutes 2 hours 30 minutes
300 marks 300 marks 300 marks 300 marks
Examination Number Examination Number Examination Mumises

Examination Number

" For example, 3rd February
Date of Birth . For example, 3 Febnary.
2005 isenered 35030205 Date of Birth ?
v ex 2003 enterectas 030203
s s For example, 3rd february

2005 s entered 5030205

Dotz of Birkh

Centre Stamp Centre Stamp Centre Stamp
Centre Stamp
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https://www.examinations.ie/misc-doc/EN-EX-57098901.pdf
https://www.examinations.ie/misc-doc/EN-EX-79531408.pdf
https://www.examinations.ie/misc-doc/EN-EX-7897383.pdf
https://www.examinations.ie/misc-doc/EN-EX-96246145.pdf
https://www.examinations.ie/scr/

Scrudphaipéir Shamplacha

https://www.examinations.ie/scr/

EE TP

Coamisiin na Scriduithe St
Stabe Exarminatioes Commission

Seridi na hardreistiméireachta
Sampla 1

Tireolalocht
Ardleibheaal

2 uair 30 noimead

20 mare

mROTIEINL

Codmisiin na Scriduithe Stle
State Examinatiors Commission

Seradi na hardreistimaireachta
Sampla 1

Tireolaiocht
Gnathleibhéal

2 uair 30 néiméad

00 enarc

uncEeIw

Codmisiin na Scridulthe St
Stabe Examinatiors Commission

Serddid na hardreistiméireachta
Sampla 2

Tireolaiocht
Ardleibhéal

2 uair 30 ndiméad

200 mnarc

Soradsimiir

Stamza an ks

smmomEIaT

Cotmisidn na Soridulthe Sl
Stabe Examinatiors Commission

Seridi na hardreistiméireachta
Sampla 2

Tireolaiocht
Gnathleibhéal

2 uair 30 néiméad

IO miarc
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https://www.examinations.ie/misc-doc/IR-EX-15640491.pdf
https://www.examinations.ie/misc-doc/IR-EX-53332128.pdf
https://www.examinations.ie/misc-doc/IR-EX-17138419.pdf
https://www.examinations.ie/misc-doc/IR-EX-23697356.pdf
https://www.examinations.ie/scr/
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Examination Paper Structure K

Ordinary level

Higher level

e Time: 2 hours 30 minutes  Time: 2 hours 30 minutes

 Mark Allocation: 300 marks  Mark Allocation: 300 marks

» Sections: A, B, C e Sections: A, B

Taci leis an bhFoghlaim Supporting the Professional
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Section A

* Appears in both Higher and Ordinary Level papers
* Answer all questions

» Consists of shorter questions: e.g., tick box, true/false, match terms,
label diagram, one word or one sentence answers and some are
skill based

» Unifying and contextual strands examined

 Level of demand varies across questions, and the number of
questions is not the same in each paper
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Section B

* Appears in both Higher and Ordinary Level papers
» Higher Level: four questions — choose three
* Ordinary Level: five questions — choose four

« Each question has a theme and has multiple parts; all parts of each
guestion must be attempted

 Unifying and contextual strands examined
* Questions assess a range of learning outcomes
» Each question includes both skills and knowledge elements

* If all questions are attempted, all are marked and the highest scores
are counted
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Section C
(Higher Level Only)

* Two questions — students choose one
« Unifying and contextual strands examined

« Each question has specific instructions/supports to guide
students — your answer should include...

* Each question has a command word — e.g. examine, discuss

« Extended response guestions require detailed knowledge,
strong understanding and structured analysis of the topics and
concepts in the question

 Examples and evidence required to support relevant points
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Higher Level

Examination Sections

There is one
guestion in this
section. Answer all
parts of this
guestion.

There are four
guestions in this
section. Answer any
three questions.

There are two
guestions in this
section. Answer
one of the two

guestions.

Taci leis an bhFoghlaim Supporting the Professional
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Ordinary Level ' Oide

Examination Sections

____ SectonA __Jl  SectonB____

There is one question in this There are five questions in this
section. Answer all parts of this section. Answer any four
guestion. guestions.
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Mark Allocation

Higher Level Ordinary Level

Section A

Section B

Section C

90 marks

150 marks

60 marks

Section A

Section B

100 marks

200 marks
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Focus on Online Marking | oide

I Coimisitn na Scriduithe Stait
. . . . State Examinations Commission
 Answers to be written in spaces provided in booklet W e ——

C day. Athione, Co.

ﬂ

« Write in blue or black pen

Circulars Search

[enter circular no or keyword ] @

« Pencils or colouring pencils can be used for sketches,
graphs and diagrams only

 May not need to use all the space provided

« Space for extra work at end of booklet

Online Marking

 Note: all extra work must be labelled with question number ——

Digital Coursework Booklets

a n d p a rt Junior Cycle incl. Sample Papers

Revised Subjects — Sample Papers and other
Materials

« Booklet -W.I|| be scanngd — writing outside the boxes may For more information:
not be visible to examiner www.examinations.ie
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Subject Specific Instructions - OL

‘ Oide

Instructions
Write your answers in blue or black pen. You may use pencil and colouring pencils for sketches,
graphs and diagrams only.
Write your answers in the spaces provided in this booklet. You may not need to use all of the
space provided. There is space for extra work at the end of the booklet. Label any such extra work
clearly with the question number and part.
This examination booklet will be scanned and your work will be presented to an examiner on
screen. Anything that you write outside of the answer areas may not be seen by the examiner.
The 1:50,000 Tailte Eireann map and legend supplied separately to this paper are for use in
questions 1(g), 4(a) and 6/(c).
There are two sections in this paper.
Section A 100 marks
There is one question in this section. Answer all parts of this question.
Section B 200 marks
There are five questions in this section. Answer any four questions. Each
question carries 50 marks.
Leaving Certificate Sample Paper 1 2
Geography - Ordinary Level

Instructions

Write your answers in blue or black pen. You may use pencil and colouring pencils for sketches,
graphs and diagrams only.

Write your answers in the spaces provided in this booklet. You may not need to use all of the
space provided. There is space for extra work at the end of the booklet. Label any such extra work
clearly with the question number and part.

This examination booklet will be scanned and your work will be presented to an examiner on
screen. Anything that you write outside of the answer areas may not be seen by the examiner.

The 1:50,000 Tailte Eireann map and legend supplied separately to this paper are for use in
questions 1(g), 4(a) and 6(c).
There are two sections in this paper.
Section A 100 marks

There is one question in this section. Answer all parts of this question.
Section B 200 marks

There are five questions in this section. Answer any four questions. Each
guestion carries 50 marks.

Tacu leis an bhFoghlaim Supporting the Professional
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Subject Specific Instructions -

‘ Oide

Instructions

Write your answers in blue or black pen. You may use pencil and colouring pencils for sketches,
graphs and diagrams only.

Write your answers in the spaces provided in this booklet. You may not need to use all of the
space provided. There is space for extra work at the end of the booklet. Label any such extra work
clearly with the question number and part.

This examination booklet will be scanned and your work will be presented to an examiner on
screen. Anything that you write outside of the answer areas may not be seen by the examiner.

The 1:50,000 Tailte Eireann map and legend supplied separately to this paper are for use in
questions 1(a), 1(b), and 5(b).

There are three sections in this paper.

Section A 90 marks
There is one question in this section. Answer all parts of this question.
Section B 150 marks

There are four questions in this section. Answer any three questions. Each
question carries 50 marks.

Section C 60 marks

There are two questions in this section. Answer one of the two questions.
Each question carries 60 marks,

Leaving Certificate Sample Poper 1 2
Geagrophy - Higher Level

Instructions

Write your answers in blue or black pen. You may use pencil and colouring pencils for sketches,
graphs and diagrams only.

Write your answers in the spaces provided in this booklet. You may not need to use all of the
space provided. There is space for extra work at the end of the booklet. Label any such extra work
clearly with the question number and part.

This examination booklet will be scanned and your work will be presented to an examiner on
screen. Anything that you write outside of the answer areas may not be seen by the examiner.

The 1:50,000 Tailte Eireann map and legend supplied separately to this paper are for use in
questions 1(a), 1(b), and 5(b).
There are three sections in this paper.
Section A 90 marks

There is one question in this section. Answer all parts of this question.
Section B 150 marks

There are four questions in this section. Answer any three questions. Each
guestion carries 50 marks.

Section C 60 marks

There are two questions in this section. Answer one of the two questions.
Each guestion carries 60 marks.
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Part 3

Scope of Assessment



: (7
Classroom Experiences Develop Key*
Competencies

By setting appropriate and engaging tasks, asking questions and giving
feedback that promotes learner autonomy, assessment will support
learning and promote progression, support the development of student key
competencies and summarise achievement.

(Curriculum Specification for Leaving Certificate Geography, 2025, pg. 22).
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Learning, Teaching and Assessment

e Learning outcomes will be assessed in a variety of I
ways

9 Specification must be engaged with in full

e Must engage with every aspect of all learning
outcomes including the SLA column
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https://www.examinations.ie/misc-doc/EN-EX-36434119.pdf

Assessment of Learning Outcomes

Students learn about Students should be able to ‘ L O 1 1 1 ‘

® the formation of high- and low-pressure systems 1.11 the formation and characteristics of high- and
(including storms): low-pressure systems impacting on Ireland

* uneven distribution of solar radiation
* global atmospheric circulation and Coriolis effect

e the characteristics of high- and low-pressure systems:

temperature, precipitation, and wind

Analyse study or examine something in detail, break down in order to bring out the essential elements or structure;
identify parts and relationships, and to interpret information to reach conclusions

Leaving Certificate Examination
Sample 1

Geography

Taci leis an bhFoghlaim Supporting the Professional
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Assessment of Learning Outcomes

(a) Examine Figure 12 which shows a frontal weather system and answer the questions that
follow.

e | L.O.1.11 |

Cold air ——»
Warm air ———

Students learn about Students should be able to

e the formation of high- and low-pressure systems 1.11 formation and characteristics of high- and
(including storms): low-pressure systems impacting on Ireland

* uneven distribution of solar radiation

Figure 12 * global atmospheric circulation and Coriolis effect
(i) e type of weather front shown at A and the type of weather front shown at B ® the characteristics of high- and low-pressure systems:
oaFigure 12 temperature, precipitation, and wind
Az
B:

(ii) Name and explain briefly the process that is eccurring at € on Figure 12. study or examine something in detail, break down in order to bring out the essential elements or structure;

identify parts and relationships, and to interpret information to reach conclusions

0 oot e o e Higher Level - Sample Paper 1
Section B Q5 (c) (i), (ii),(iii)
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Assessment of Learning Outcomes

‘ Oide

or false by ticking (v') the correct box for each.

tudy the weather chart below. ether each of the statements that follows is true
(d) Studyth her chart bel hh h of th hat follows i ‘ L_0.1.11 ‘

Students learn about Students should be able to

e the formation of high- and low-pressure systems 11 @ he formation and characteristics of high- and
(including storms): low-pressure systems impacting on Ireland

® uneven distribution of solar radiation

* global atmospheric circulation and Coriolis effect

Y, ¥ . . A . .
°’e\ i s g : iy e the characteristics of high- and low-pressure systems:
temperature, precipitation, and wind

True
(i) The front labelled A is a cold front.

(ii) The isobar labelled B shows barometric pressure of 1020 hPa.

identify parts and relationships, and to interpret information to reach conclusions

(iii) Lon aweather chart indicates the centre of an area of high pressure.

(iv) Fronts occur when cold air forces warm air to rise.

Qoog

False
D study or examine something in detail, break down in order to bring out the essential elements or structure;

Ordinary Level - Sample Paper 1
Section A Q (d)

Taci leis an bhFoghlaim Supporting the Professional
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(7 ' Oide
Exam questions...

* may assess specific aspects of the Students Learn About (SLA)
column

* may require students to refer to a specific setting that they have
studied

* may provide a scaffold for students

Taci leis an bhFoghlaim Supporting the Professional
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Higher Level - Sample Paper 1
Section B Q5 (c)

Oide

() @ how the use of technology has influenced how agriculture in Ireland has changed
O fime.

Students learn about Students should be able to

Agriculture and fisheries

® economic, environmental and social factors affecting 3kl @ he importance and changing nature of
agriculture agrictiture in lreland

e changing agricultural practices including intensification,
organic approaches, urban food production, and the use
of technology

N\

Xamine look closely at arguments, concepts, data, information and/or stories in order to uncover origins,
assumptions, perspectives, trends and/or relationships

Taci leis an bhFoghlaim Supporting the Professional
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Higher Level - Sample Paper 1
Section B Q2 (b)

(b) With reference to a Global Morth location that you have studie impact of
volcanic activity on each of the following:

‘ Oide

*  BCONOM
L Students learn about Students should be able to
*  society.
Global Morth location:
- ® positive and negative impacts of volcanic activity 1.4( investigate the economic, environmental and social
Explanation: g{mt%olcanic activity in one Global North and
one Global South setting

nvestigate observe, study, or make a detailed and systematic examination, in order to establish facts and reach new
g > conclusions

Taci leis an bhFoghlaim Supporting the Professional
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Ordinary Level - Sample Paper 1
Section B Q2 (c)

(c) he impacts of emigration (people leaving the country) on Ireland. Refer to impacts
atalocal and/or national level.

' Oide

Students learn about Students should be able to \

® |reland as a receiver and donor country

® impacts including community relations, diversity,
employment, service provision, and remittances

2.10 (explain the impacts of migration in Ireland, including
their local setting

L.O. 2.10

l Explain give a detailed account supported by reasons or causes

Taci leis an bhFoghlaim
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Higher Level - Sample Paper 1
Section B Q2a (ii)

' Oide

Students learn about Students should be able to
(ii) ne fold mountain range found outside of Ireland anhe mountain
peritling period (orogeny) during which it was formed.

Fold Mountain Range:

e~

e two different examples of mountain ranges, one in
Ireland and one international example

1.2 Whe formation of mountain ranges through

folding processes

Orogeny: e
Examine look closely at arguments, concepts, data, information and/or stories in order to uncover origins,
assumptions, perspectives, trends and/or relationships

L.O. 1.2

Taci leis an bhFoghlaim
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Differentiation in Higher and Ordinary
Level Geography

Examination questions will require students to demonstrate learning
appropriate to each level.

(Curriculum Specification for Leaving Certificate Geography, 2025, pg. 22).
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Higher Level - Sample Paper 1 Ordinary Level - Sample Paper 1
Section B Q3 (c) Section B Q3 (c)

‘ Oide

(c) In relation to one named coastal landform that you studieow the processes of (c)  Asrivers flow along their course a number of processes shape the landscape leading to the
transportation and deposition led to its formation. Use a labelled diagram(s) to illustrate formation of different landforms.
how the processes shape the landform. With the aid of a diagra m(w river processes can lead to the formation of one
landform that you have studted—Refér to an example from Ireland in your answer.
Named landform:
Name of landform:
Examination:
Explanation:
Students learn about Students should be able to

Surface processes

e physical environments: fluvial, coastal and glacial 1.8 how geomorphological processes of

erosion, transport and deposition impact on physical
I O 1 8 environments in Ireland
| | | | |

( | Analyse ) study or examine something in detail, break down in order to bring out the essential elements or structure;
identify parts and relationships, and to interpret information to reach conclusions

Tacu leis an bhFoghlaim Supporting the Professional
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‘ Oide

Higher Level - Sample Paper 2 Ordinary Level - Sample Paper 2
Section C Q6 Section B Q4 (c)

(c) Discuss the impacts of a geopolitical territorial dispute that you have studied.

Question 6 (60 marks)

Analyse a geopolitical dispute over a land, sea or air territory that you have
studied.

Your answer should focus on causes and impacts of the dispute. The main
actors involved should be discussed and any influence in the form of hard
and/or soft power exercised by super powers should be referenced.

Students learn about Students should be able to

e ageopolitical territorial dispute: land, maritime or airspace 3.1( investigate) geopolitical territorial dispute

e the actorsinvolved in the chosen territorial dispute
e the causes and impacts of, and proposed or realised
responses to the chosen territorial dispute - - -

F Investigate) observe, study, or make a detailed and systematic examination, in order to establish facts and reach new
conclusions

Taci leis an bhFoghlaim Supporting the Professional
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Action Verbs and Command Verbs /| Oide

Learning outcomes in the specification are not distinguished between
higher and ordinary level.

%

The learning outcome action verb details the highest level achievable by
students.

Command words are related to action verbs. They are used for examination
purposes in the examination papers.

—
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Action Verb vs Command Word:
Understanding the Difference in Practice

‘ L - 0 - 2 - 2 ‘ (i)  Examine the three 1:50,000 Tailte Eireann map extracts below which show different rural

settlement patterns and answer the questions that follow.

‘ Oide

Students learn about Students should be able to A B
|’ \‘.
5 \ ¢ :/ "\,.
¢ distribution of rural settlement including linear, 2.2 @he factors affecting the distribution of rural /’
dispersed, clustered settlement in Ireland ‘}:: %o f ]
NS L/l |
o physical and human factors including soil, drainage, "'}D ‘-”’ : - '/
relief, transport and other services, proximity to other m A \ !
settlements S l
(i) he rural settlement patterns shown at A, B and C.
|@plz® give a detailed account supported by reasons or causes
S — A:
B:
C:

(ii)  Which pattern is most associated with farm settlements in Ireland?
Tick (V') the correct box.

[l
[
[l

Higher Level Sample
Paper 2 Section A (i)

N @ »




Oide

The Unifying Strand

The written examination paper will include a selection of questions that
will assess, appropriate to each level:

 the learning described in the Unifying Strand and the three contextual
strands

 the application of geographical thinking to real world challenges and
responses

(Curriculum Specification for Leaving Certificate Geography, 2025, pg. 25).
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Unifying Strand:

The Unifying Strand underpins the Leaving Certificate Geography

course. ltis embedded across all three strands.

Key Learning to be achieved:

* The Unifying Strand informs both the written examination and the Applied
Geography Project

« Students will need to demonstrate geographical thinking and skills when
analysing real-world issues

 |Inquiry skills such as data interpretation, evaluation, and communication will
be central to exam questions and project work

Su pp orting the Professi 1'1|
airi  Learning o fS -hool Le: d
dT cher
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Assessing the Unifying Strand

(ii)

Examine the 1:50,000 Tailte Eireann map and legend accompanying this paper.
ow two physical factors impact on where settlement is located in the area
shown on the map. Use map evidence to support your answer.

Students learn about Students should be able to

# peopraphical data and information including: uz nd synthesise geographical data and

* primary and secondary data infarmation from a range of appropriate sources
» qualitative and quantitative data

+ gerial photographs and satellite imagery

» different types of images

+ different types of maps at a variety of scales
* peospatial datasets

# graphs, charts and statistics

Py

study or examine something in detail, break down in order to bring out the essential elements or structure;
identify parts and relationships, and to interpret information to reach conclusions

( Analyse )

_—
* communication formats including maps, graphs, charts, ue { communicate >Engraphical understandings, results,
sketches, diagrams, statistics, geospatial datasets i nd recommendations effectively and
» ethical considerations including cultural awareness ethically
_—
(Communicah use appropriate formats to share meaning, exchange or present information with an audience I

* rural and urban settlements in Ireland, including local

2_@:»1 human settlements can be defined by site,
examples situation and function

Higher Level

Describe develop a detailed picture or image of, for example, a structure or a process, using words or diagrams
where appropriate; produce a plan, simulation or model

Sample Paper 2

Section B

Question 4b (ii)

IL.O. U7,U9 and 2.1 |

Taci leis an bhFoghlaim
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Assessing the Unifying Strand

(b) Read the information below and answer the questions that
follow:

In recent years, a small town has experienced frequent and
severe flooding, especially during heavy rainfall. When
flooding occurs streets become impassable, homes are
damaged, and local businesses suffer financial loss. The
local authority wants to understand the causes and
consequences of the flooding.

(i) Suggest two ways you cou[d collect data or information from those who live and wor](
in the town.

Students learn about Students should be able to

L.O.
U2,U6
and U7

Ordinary Level
Sample paper 1
Section B Question

3b(i)

¢ geographical thinking and skills, including those related ~ U2({ recognise ghe application and contribution of

toinquiry and geospatial technologies, in economic, geographical thinking and skills in the real world

environmental and social planning and decision-making

—

Recognise identify facts, characteristics or concepts that are critical (relevant/appropriate) to the understanding of a
situation, event, process or phenomenon

o desk-based and fieldwork research, including ethical, Ué ographical data and information using
safety and sustainability considerations appropriate methodologies

@ea@ inquire specifically, using involved and critical investigation

¢ geographical data and information including: U7@ synthesise geographical dataand
o primary and secondary data information from a range of appropriate sources
¢ qualitative and quantitative data
¢ aerial photographs and satellite imagery
o different types of images
¢ different types of maps at a variety of scales
» geospatial datasets

o graphs, charts and statistics

e

1@259 study or examine something in detail, break down in order to bring out the essential elements or structure;
identify parts and relationships, and to interpret information to reach conclusions




ssessing the Unifying Strand

Question 4 People on the move (50 marks)

(a) Examine the table in Figure 11 showing the number of emigrants from Ireland between 2021
and 2024 and answer the questions that follow.

Figure 11: Emigrants from

Ireland 2021 to 2024
Vaar Number of Emigrants
from Ireland
2021 54,000
2022 59,600
2023 64,000
2024 65,600

(i) uitable graph using the data in Figure 11 on the extract of graph paper
provided on the next page. You must fully label the graph and include a title.

Oide

Students learn about Students should be able to

o geographical data and information including: u7 nd synthesise geographical data and

o primary and secondary data information from a range of appropriate sources

¢ qualitative and quantitative data

o aerial photographs and satellite imagery

o different types of images

o different types of maps at a variety of scales
o geospatial datasets

o graphs, charts and statistics

e

(Analyse study or examine something in detail, break down in order to bring out the essential elements or structure;
identify parts and relationships, and to interpret information to reach conclusions

e communication formats including maps, graphs, charts, U9 @eographical understandings, results,
sketches, diagrams, statistics, geospatial datasets conclusions and recommendations effectively and
e cthical considerations including cultural awareness stiically

Higher Level |L.O. U7 and U9

Sample Paper 1
Section B Q4a (i)

@)use appropriate formats to share meaning, exchange or present information with an audience




Assessing the Unifying Strand ‘Oide

Students learn about Students should be able to

Question 4 Change over time (50 marks)

(@) Examine the 1:530,000 Tailte Eireann map and legend accompanying this paper.

An incomplete sketch map of the Killybegs area is shown below. Complete the sketch map i . X . ) . i
by showing and labelling each of the items listed in the legend. One item has been included o geographical data and information including: u7 and synthesise geographical data and

on the sketch and the legend for you.

o primary and secondary data information from a range of appropriate sources

Legend
. . .
AU~ | coastine A area of land over 300m qualitative and quantitative data
o aerial photographs and satellite imagery
Church Megalithic tomb — Wedge Tomb . different types of Images

o different types of maps at a variety of scales
The entire route of the

waymarked walk ] geospatial datasets

Church {in ruins)

o graphs, charts and statistics

Eketch Map of Killybegs Area

e
(Analyse study or examine something in detail, break down in order to bring out the essential elements or structure;

identify parts and relationships, and to interpret information to reach conclusions

Ordinary

i Leve I ¢ communication formats including maps, graphs, charts, U9 @eographical understandings, results,
= S a m p I e sketches, diagrams, statistics, geospatial datasets conclusions and recommendations effectively and
ethically
— Paper 1

S e Ct IoN B @)use appropriate formats to share meaning, exchange or present information with an audience
Question 4a

e cthical considerations including cultural awareness

Taci leis an bhFoghlaim Supporting the Professional
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Assessing the Unifying Strand

Question 1

Answer all parts of this question.

(a) Anincomplete sketch map of the Killybegs map that accompanies this paper is shown below.
Complete the sketch map by showing and labelling each of the items listed in the legend.
One itemn has been drawn onto the sketch and labelled in the legend for you.

Legend
A post office Abeach
. The entire area of land above
(™™ | Coastline
300m

Sketch Map of Killybegs

Fintragh
Bay

Donegal Bay

Q1(a)

Higher Level Sample
Paper 1, Section A,

|L.O.U7and U9 |

Question 2 Ireland’s Landscape

{a) Examine the 1:10,000 Tailte Eireann map and legend accompanying this paper.
Draw a sketch map of the area shown, to half scale. You must draw the frame of your sketch
map with all four sides and include a north arrow.
On your sketch map show and label each of the following:
+ Pollaphuca reserveir
Weooded area at Santryhill

.
+ The N1 national secondary road
+ Blessington GAA.

Oide

Students learn about Students should be able to

o geographical data and information including: u7 @ synthesise geographical data and

+ primary and secondary data information from a range of appropriate sources

o qualitative and quantitative data

o aerial photographs and satellite imagery

o different types of images

o different types of maps at a variety of scales
o geospatial datasets

o graphs, charts and statistics

W study or examine something in detail, break down in order to bring out the essential elements or structure;

identify parts and relationships, and to interpret information to reach conclusions

o communication formats including maps, graphs, charts, U@eographiml understandings, results,
sketches, diagrams, statistics, geospatial datasets conclusions and recommendations effectively and

. e ethicall
o ethical considerations including cultural awareness Y

(|Communicate use appropriate formats to share meaning, exchange or present information with an audience

Higher Level Sample
Paper 2, Section B, Q2(a)




Assessing the Unifying Strand

Question 3 Shaping the environment (50 marks)

(a) Examine the aerial photograph of Killybegs below and answer the question that follows.

Draw a sketch map of the aerial photograph, with the frame measuring the full length and
full breadth. You must draw all four sides of your frame.
Show and label each of the following on your sketch map:

the constiine | Anindustrial | Fishing boats in the right | Forestin the left
| building middleground ‘background

Higher Level
Sample Paper 1
Section B Q3a

L.O. U7 and U9

‘ Oide

Students learn about Students should be able to

¢ geographical data and information including: u7 nd synthesise geographical data and

o primary and secondary data information from a range of appropriate sources

¢ qualitative and quantitative data

o aerial photographs and satellite imagery

o different types of images

o different types of maps at a variety of scales
o geospatial datasets

o graphs, charts and statistics

e

(Analyse study or examine something in detail, break down in order to bring out the essential elements or structure;
identify parts and relationships, and to interpret information to reach conclusions

¢ communication formats including maps, graphs, charts, U9 @eographical understandings, results,
sketches, diagrams, statistics, geospatial datasets conclusions and recommendations effectively and
e cthical considerations including cultural awareness ethically

ommunicate )use appropriate formats to share meaning, exchange or present information with an audience
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https://tinyurl.com/Learning-Outcome-Poster

Activity | |

— - — =4

Where are these Learning Outcomes assessed in the sample examination
papers 1 and 2?

L.O.1.14 L.O.1.15

Students learn about Students should be able to Students learn about Students should be able to
* impacts on physical and human environments including:  1.14 investigate the impacts of climate change on physical o responses including: 1.15 examine responses to global climate change
* melting frozen landscapes: glaciers, ice caps, and and human environments » international agreements
permafrost s mitigation including carbon capture and reducing
* ocean circulation greenhouse gas emissions
* sealevelrises * adaptation aimed at reducing vulnerability to
« extreme weather events climate change including early warning systems,

. . and climate resilient infrastructure
® farming practices

e Irish, international and global examples for each

* climate migration .
applicable response

* |rish and international examples for each applicable

impact

Investigate observe, study, or make a detailed and systematic examination, in order to establish facts and reach new Examine look closely at arguments, concepts, data, information and/or stories in order to uncover origins,
conclusions assumptions, perspectives, trends and/or relationships

Taci leis an bhFoghlaim Supporting the Professional
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Where are these Learning Outcomes
assessed in the sample examination papers?

> slideshow ; ( A Share | & 1O ©® X

Learning Outcome 1.14
Investigate the impacts of climate change on physical and human environments.

Learning Outcome 1.15
Examine responses to go global climate change. ' e s
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Higher Level Sample Paper 1, Higher Level Sample Paper 2,
Section C Section B Question 3
Question 7

‘ Oide

Question 3 Climate and People (50 marks)

(a) Read the article relating to permafrost below and answer the guestions that follow.

Permafrost is found in areas where temperatures rarely
rise above 0°C. Recent studies have shown that climate
change is causing permafrost to melt at an increasing rate.

As global temperatures continue to rise, the melting
permafrost will release gigatons of greenhauses gases
which will have serious conseguences both for the regions n n "

where it is located and the planet.

Question 7 (60 marks)

Examine the impacts of climate change and how these impacts affect the physical and human
environment. Only use examples of locations outside of Ireland in your examination.

Your answer should examine multiple impacts of climate change in your chosen location(s) and
. . N . A (i)  Describe whatis meant by the term permafrost.
should focus on how the impact is seen in the physical and human environment. Relevant &

diagrams and sketches may also be included.
L.O.1.14 L.O.1.15
| | [ | [ |

{ii) Name one location where permafrost can be found

(i) Name two examples of greenhouse gases.

StUdentS Iearn abOUt StUdents Shou |d be able to {iv) Explain briefly one impact of gigatons of greenhouse gases being released as a result of
melting permafrost.
P ]
* impacts on physical and human environments including:  1.14 { investigatathe impacts of climate change on physical Students learn about Students should be able to
* melting frozen landscapes: glaciers, ice caps, and n environments : .
permafrost | I
e ocean circulation e responses including: 1.15 @esponses to global climate change
* sealevelrises * international agreements

* mitigation including carbon capture and reducing
greenhouse gas emissions

* extreme weather events

* farming practices
— * adaptation aimed at reducing vulnerability to

* climate migration climate change including early warning systems,

* |[rish and international examples for each applicable and climate resilient infrastructure
impact * Irish, international and global examples for each
applicable response
-
Investigate observe, study, or make a detailed and systematic examination, in order to establish facts and reach new
e @ look closely at arguments, concepts, data, information and/or stories in order to uncover origins,
— assumptions, perspectives, trends and/or relationships

Taci leis an bhFoghlaim Supporting the Professional

Ghairmidil i measc Ceannairi  Learning of School Leaders
Scoile agus Mdinteairi and Teachers




Ordinary Level Sample Paper 1,
Section B
Question 2 (b)(i)

L.O.1.14

0

(b} (i) List two international examples (outside of Ireland)
of how people have responded to climate change.
For each example listed, state whether it is an
example of mitigation or adaptation.

International Mitigation or

Example of response to climate change i Adaptation

Ordinary Level Sample Paper 2,
Section B
Section 6 (c)

Students learn about Students should be able to

(c) Discuss the impacts of climate change on people under one of the following headings:

* climate migration
& se3level rise
+ extreme weather events.

€

* responses including: 1.15 sponses to global climate change
* international agreements
* mitigation including carbon capture and reducing
greenhouse gas emissions
* adaptation aimed at reducing vulnerability to
climate change including early warning systems,
and climate resilient infrastructure
* [rish, international and global examples for each
applicable response

Xamine look closely at arguments, concepts, data, information and/or stories in order to uncover origins,
assumptions, perspectives, trends and/or relationships

Students learn about

Students should be able to

+ melting frozen landscapes: glaciers, ice caps, and aTrerA environments
permafrost

® oceancirculation

* sealevelrises

* extreme weather events

* farming practices

* climate migration

e Irish and international examples for each applicable

impact

e impacts on physical and human environments including:  1.14 e impacts of climate change on physical

L.O.1.15

observe, study, or make a detailed and systematic examination, in order to establish facts and reach new
conclusions

L c—
@eStigzﬁ
—
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What Learning Outcomes are being
assessed In the following question?

What Learning Outcomes are being assessed in this question?

Question 6

Add your
response on
a note

Figure 13: Population Change in Ireland between 1975 and 2025

g

w— Net migration

8

Natural increase
e Population change

\V //\\ 7/ i
NI \/

1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025

g

Higher Level
Sample Paper 1

8

N
=]

o

~N
o

Question 6

Rate of change (per 1,000 of population)

S
[

Year

As can be seen in Figure 13, the population of Ireland has changed over the last 50 years. Discuss
the trends in Ireland’s population change since 1975.

Your answer should include discussion of different reasons for these trends. Both natural change
and net migration should be included in the discussion.
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\ describe the impact of different factors on population size and
| distribution in Ireland and one Global South country

~ examine the characteristics of population structure in
- Ireland, including their local setting, and in one Global South
~ country

\ analyse factors that impact on population change in Ireland,
/ including their local setting, and in one Global South country

\ analyse and synthesise geographical data and information from
| arange of appropriate sources

What
Learning
Outcomes
are being

assessed in
Question 6?
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Today we have . ..

 appreciated the central significance of the specification

 considered the structure of the Ordinary Level and Higher Level
sample examination papers

» explored how the sample examination papers assess the learning
outcomes across the strands
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. Geography: News, A .
Con neCt Wlth us information and resources. W' Oide

https://oide.ie/post-primary/home/geography/geography-senior-cycle/

@'Oide RN TR B e All bookings
for teachers
and schools.

o1 /

Sign up here to receive news
and updates from Oide

Signup >

Sign up for the
subject mailing list.
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Connect with us

(R

A

info@oide.ie

@QOide_Geography
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Department of Education

Scoile agus Muinteoiri and Teachers
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An Chombhairle Naisianta
Curaclaim agus Meastinachta
National Council for
Curriculum and Assessment

Coimisiun na Scruduithe Stait
State Examinations Commission
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