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The Professional Learning Experience 
will not be recorded

No photographs, video recording, audio 
recording or screengrabs

Time will be given to addressing your 
questions asked through the Q and A feature





Key Dates

September 2025

Specification 

Term 1 25/26

AAC Guidelines

Term 3 25/26

Sample 
Examination 

Papers 

September 2026

Introduction in 
classroom

Term 1 26/27

Sample AAC Brief

Term 2 26/27

Live AAC Brief

Term 3 27/28

AAC Submitted

June 2028

Written State 
Examination



In this webinar, we will . . . 

• appreciate the central significance of the specification

• consider the structure of the Ordinary Level and Higher Level sample 
examination papers

• recognise the significant role of action verbs in the specification and how 
command words are used in examination questions

• explore how the sample examination papers assess the learning outcomes 
across the strands



Schedule

Part 1             

9:15 – 9:40
Specification and assessment overview

Part 2             

9:40 – 10:00
Structure of the examination papers 

Part 3           

10:00 – 11:00
Scope of assessment

11:00 -11:10 Q & A 



Part 1
Specification and Assessment Overview



Key Documents
A cover of a book

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

https://tinyurl.c

om/4zenwh4t
https://tinyurl.

com/fz9zu4pa

https://tinyurl.c

om/3rzak73d

https://tinyurl.com/4zenwh4t
https://tinyurl.com/j669rr23
https://tinyurl.com/4zenwh4t
https://tinyurl.com/4zenwh4t
https://tinyurl.com/fz9zu4pa
https://tinyurl.com/fz9zu4pa


Action Verbs

Additional Assessment 

Component

40%

Examination

60%

Teaching, Learning 

and Assessment

Geography Specification

AAC 

Guidelines
Sample 

Papers x 4

Learning 

Outcomes

Figure 1: Key competencies in senior cycle, 2024, p.1. The components of competencies and their desired impact. 



Key Competencies

The key competencies come to life through the 

learning experiences and pedagogies teachers 

choose and through students’ responses to them. 

(Curriculum Specification for Leaving Certificate Geography, NCCA , 2025, P.8).

Figure 1: Key competencies in senior cycle, 2024, p.1. The components of competencies and their desired impact. 

By setting appropriate and engaging tasks, asking 

questions and giving feedback that promotes 

learner autonomy, assessment will support 

learning and promote progression, support the 

development of student key competencies and 

summarise achievement.

(Curriculum Specification for Leaving Certificate Geography, NCCA, 2025, P.22).



As well as varied teaching strategies, varied assessment strategies 
will support learning and provide information that can be used as 

feedback so that teaching and learning activities can be modified in 
ways that best suit individual students.

(Curriculum Specification for Leaving Certificate Geography, 2025, pg. 22).

Assessment 



Assessment in 
Leaving Certificate Geography

Curriculum Specification for Leaving Certificate Geography, 2025, p. 22. Overview of assessment for 

certification



• Page 6   Student learning in senior cycle

• Page 21 Teaching for student learning

• Page 22 Assessment

• Page 22 Assessment for Certification

• Page 23 Additional Assessment Component

• Page 25 Reasonable Accommodations

References to Assessment in the 
Specification



Assessment for certification

• Assessment for certification is based on the rationale, aims and learning outcomes 
of the specification

• Differentiation at the point of assessment will also be achieved through the stimulus 
material used, and the extent of the structured support provided for students at 
different levels

(Curriculum Specification for Leaving Certificate Geography, 2025, pg. 22).



Strands 
of 

study

P.10



Learning Outcomes

• “The right-hand column contains learning 
outcomes which describe the knowledge, 
skills, values and dispositions students 
should be able to demonstrate after a period 
of learning. 

• The left-hand column outlines specific 
areas that students learn about. 

• Taken together, these provide clarity and 
coherence with the other sections of the 
specification”.

P.11



P.27

Glossary 

of 

Action Verbs



Differentiation in Higher and Ordinary 
Level Geography

Examination questions will require students to demonstrate learning 
appropriate to each level.

(Curriculum Specification for Leaving Certificate Geography, 2025, pg. 22).



Action Verbs and Command Verbs

Learning outcomes in the specification are not distinguished between 
higher and ordinary level.

The learning outcome action verb details the highest level achievable by 
students.

Command words are related to action verbs. They are used for examination 
purposes in the examination papers.



Part 2
Structure of the Examination Papers



• Less pages

• Gone from 80% to 

60% written exam 

• Number of pages 

can vary each year

• Builds on student's 

experience of JC 

Geography

• Full completion 

booklet 

Paper Design

• Instructions are 

found on - Page 2

• Instructions are also 

found at each 

section

• And then at each 

question

• All instructions have  

a purpose 

Instructions

• New Táilte Eireann 

map 1:50,000 will be 

examined from 2028

• Like JC, different 

map scales will be 

assessed (U5 -

SLA’s) e.g., 1:10,000

• Aerial photography s 

will be embedded 

within the exam, 

similar to Junior 

Cycle Geography

Maps & 

Photographs 
• The emphasis is on 

the QUALITY of 

answer

• Consider: the 

command verb and 

the space provided

• A shorter question 

may not always mean 

it is an easier 

question

• Shorter answers can 

still demand 

higher-order thinking

 

Answer 

Spaces 

• The learning 
outcome action 
verb details the 
highest level 
achievable by the 
student.

• Command words in 
the exam papers 
will draw upon 
student learning 
experiences 
appropriate to each 
level. 

Action 

Verbs

KEY POINTS 



Changes to the Tailte Éireann
1:50,000 Discovery Series maps Infographic

https://oide.ie/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Tailte-Eireann-Map-

Changes.pdf

https://oide.ie/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Tailte-Eireann-Map-Changes.pdf
https://oide.ie/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Tailte-Eireann-Map-Changes.pdf
https://oide.ie/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Tailte-Eireann-Map-Changes.pdf
https://oide.ie/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Tailte-Eireann-Map-Changes.pdf
https://oide.ie/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Tailte-Eireann-Map-Changes.pdf
https://oide.ie/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Tailte-Eireann-Map-Changes.pdf
https://oide.ie/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Tailte-Eireann-Map-Changes.pdf
https://oide.ie/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Tailte-Eireann-Map-Changes.pdf
https://oide.ie/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Tailte-Eireann-Map-Changes.pdf


Higher and 

Ordinary 

1:50,000 Map 

Sample Paper 1



Higher and 

Ordinary Level 

Map Legend



Higher and Ordinary 

Level 1:10,000 Map 

Sample Paper 2



Higher and Ordinary Level 

1:10,000 

Map Legend

Sample Paper 2



Sample Papers 

2 Ordinary Level 

2 Higher Level

Sample Maps & 

Legends

Accessing 

Assessment 

Information

https://www.examinations.ie/

https://www.examinations.ie/
https://www.examinations.ie/scr/


Sample Examination Papers
https://www.examinations.ie/scr/

https://www.examinations.ie/misc-doc/EN-EX-57098901.pdf
https://www.examinations.ie/misc-doc/EN-EX-79531408.pdf
https://www.examinations.ie/misc-doc/EN-EX-7897383.pdf
https://www.examinations.ie/misc-doc/EN-EX-96246145.pdf
https://www.examinations.ie/scr/


Scrúdpháipéir Shamplacha
https://www.examinations.ie/scr/

https://www.examinations.ie/misc-doc/IR-EX-15640491.pdf
https://www.examinations.ie/misc-doc/IR-EX-53332128.pdf
https://www.examinations.ie/misc-doc/IR-EX-17138419.pdf
https://www.examinations.ie/misc-doc/IR-EX-23697356.pdf
https://www.examinations.ie/scr/


Structure



Examination Paper Structure

Higher level

• Time: 2 hours 30 minutes

• Mark Allocation: 300 marks

• Sections: A, B, C

Ordinary level

• Time: 2 hours 30 minutes

• Mark Allocation: 300 marks

• Sections: A, B



Section A

• Appears in both Higher and Ordinary Level papers 

• Answer all questions 

• Consists of shorter questions: e.g., tick box, true/false, match terms, 

label diagram, one word or one sentence answers and some are 

skill based

• Unifying and contextual strands examined 

• Level of demand varies across questions, and the number of 

questions is not the same in each paper



Section B

• Appears in both Higher and Ordinary Level papers

• Higher Level: four questions – choose three

• Ordinary Level: five questions – choose four 

• Each question has a theme and has multiple parts; all parts of each 
question must be attempted

• Unifying and contextual strands examined

• Questions assess a range of learning outcomes

• Each question includes both skills and knowledge elements

• If all questions are attempted, all are marked and the highest scores 
are counted



Section C 
(Higher Level Only)

• Two questions – students choose one 

• Unifying and contextual strands examined

• Each question has specific instructions/supports to guide 
students – your answer should include… 

• Each question has a command word – e.g. examine, discuss

• Extended response questions require detailed knowledge, 
strong understanding and structured analysis of the topics and 
concepts in the question 

• Examples and evidence required to support relevant points



Higher Level 
Examination Sections

There is one 

question in this 

section. Answer all 

parts of this 

question.

There are four 

questions in this 

section. Answer any 

three questions. 

There are two 

questions in this 

section. Answer 

one of the two 

questions.

Section A Section B Section C



Ordinary Level 
Examination Sections

There is one question in this 

section. Answer all parts of this 

question.

There are five questions in this 

section. Answer any four 

questions. 

Section A Section B



Mark Allocation

Higher Level

Section A  90 marks

Section B 150 marks 

Section C  60 marks

Ordinary Level

Section A 100 marks

Section B 200 marks 



• Answers to be written in spaces provided in booklet

• Write in blue or black pen

• Pencils or colouring pencils can be used for sketches, 

graphs and diagrams only

• May not need to use all the space provided

• Space for extra work at end of booklet 

• Note: all extra work must be labelled with question number 

and part

• Booklet will be scanned – writing outside the boxes may 

not be visible to examiner
For more information:

www.examinations.ie

Focus on Online Marking



Subject Specific Instructions - OL

P. 2



Subject Specific Instructions - HL

P. 2



Part 3
Scope of Assessment 



Classroom Experiences Develop Key 
Competencies

By setting appropriate and engaging tasks, asking questions and giving 
feedback that promotes learner autonomy, assessment will support 
learning and promote progression, support the development of student key 
competencies and summarise achievement.

(Curriculum Specification for Leaving Certificate Geography, 2025, pg. 22).



1 Learning outcomes will be assessed in a variety of  
ways

2

3

Specification must be engaged with in full 

Learning, Teaching and Assessment 

Must engage with every aspect of all learning 

outcomes including the SLA column

https://www.examinations.ie/misc-doc/EN-EX-36434119.pdf


Assessment of Learning Outcomes

P.15

L.O. 1.11

https://www.examinations.ie/misc-doc/EN-EX-36434119.pdf


L.O. 1.11

Higher Level - Sample Paper 1

Section B Q5 (c) (i),(ii),(iii)



L.O. 1.11

Ordinary Level - Sample Paper 1

Section A Q (d)



Exam questions…

• may assess specific aspects of the Students Learn About (SLA) 
column

• may require students to refer to a specific setting that they have 
studied

• may provide a scaffold for students



Higher Level - Sample Paper 1

Section B  Q5 (c) 

L.O. 3.1



L.O. 1.4 

Higher Level - Sample Paper 1

Section B Q2 (b) 



Ordinary Level - Sample Paper 1 

Section B Q2 (c )

L.O. 2.10



L.O. 1.2 

Higher Level - Sample Paper 1

Section B  Q2a (ii) 



Differentiation in Higher and Ordinary 
Level Geography

Examination questions will require students to demonstrate learning 
appropriate to each level.

(Curriculum Specification for Leaving Certificate Geography, 2025, pg. 22).



Ordinary Level - Sample Paper 1 

Section B Q3 (c )

Higher Level - Sample Paper 1 

Section B Q3 (c )

L.O. 1.8 



Higher Level  - Sample Paper 2 

Section C Q6 

Ordinary Level - Sample Paper 2 

Section B Q4 (c) 

L.O. 3.14



Action Verbs and Command Verbs

Learning outcomes in the specification are not distinguished between 
higher and ordinary level.

The learning outcome action verb details the highest level achievable by 
students.

Command words are related to action verbs. They are used for examination 
purposes in the examination papers.



Action Verb vs Command Word: 
Understanding the Difference in Practice

Higher Level Sample 

Paper 2 Section A (i) 

L.O. 2.2 



The Unifying Strand

The written examination paper will include a selection of questions that 
will assess, appropriate to each level: 

•  the learning described in the Unifying Strand and the three contextual 
strands 

• the application of geographical thinking to real world challenges and 
responses

(Curriculum Specification for Leaving Certificate Geography, 2025, pg. 25).



Unifying Strand:

Slide highlights essential documents related to the Leaving Certificate Geography course for participant 
reference - Curriculum Specification for Leaving Certificate Geography.

Key Learning to be achieved:
• The Unifying Strand informs both the written examination and the Applied 

Geography Project

• Students will need to demonstrate geographical thinking and skills when 

analysing real-world issues

• Inquiry skills such as data interpretation, evaluation, and communication will 

be central to exam questions and project work

The Unifying Strand underpins the Leaving Certificate Geography 

course.  It is embedded across all three strands.

P.12

https://tinyurl.com/j669rr23


Assessing the Unifying Strand

Higher Level

Sample Paper 2 

Section B 

Question 4b (ii)

L.O. U7,U9 and  2.1



Assessing the Unifying Strand

Ordinary Level

Sample paper 1 

Section B Question 

3b(i)

L.O. 
U2,U6 
and  U7 



Assessing the Unifying Strand

 

L.O. U7 and U9Higher Level 
Sample Paper 1
Section B  Q4a (i)



Assessing the Unifying Strand 

Ordinary 

Level

Sample 

Paper 1 

Section B 

Question 4a 

L.O. U7 and U9



Assessing the Unifying Strand 

Higher Level Sample 

Paper 2, Section B, Q2(a)

Higher Level Sample 

Paper 1, Section A, 

Q1(a)

L.O. U7 and U9



Assessing the Unifying Strand 

Higher Level 

Sample Paper 1

Section B  Q3a



Activity

Slide highlights essential documents related to the Leaving Certificate Geography course for 
participant reference - Curriculum Specification for Leaving Certificate Geography.

Where are these Learning Outcomes assessed in the sample examination 
papers 1 and 2? 

https://tinyurl.com/Learning-Outcome-Poster

L.O. 1.14 L.O. 1.15

https://tinyurl.com/j669rr23
https://tinyurl.com/Learning-Outcome-Poster
https://tinyurl.com/Learning-Outcome-Poster
https://tinyurl.com/Learning-Outcome-Poster
https://tinyurl.com/Learning-Outcome-Poster
https://tinyurl.com/Learning-Outcome-Poster
https://www.examinations.ie/misc-doc/EN-EX-57098901.pdf
https://www.examinations.ie/misc-doc/EN-EX-7897383.pdf
https://www.examinations.ie/misc-doc/EN-EX-96246145.pdf


Where are these Learning Outcomes 
assessed in the sample examination papers? 

https://tinyurl.com/LC-Geography-Webinar

https://tinyurl.com/LC-Geography-Webinar
https://tinyurl.com/LC-Geography-Webinar
https://tinyurl.com/LC-Geography-Webinar
https://tinyurl.com/LC-Geography-Webinar
https://tinyurl.com/LC-Geography-Webinar


Higher Level Sample Paper 2, 

Section B Question 3

Higher Level Sample Paper 1, 

Section C

Question 7

L.O. 1.14 

&

L.O. 1.15L.O. 1.14



Ordinary Level Sample Paper 1, 

Section B

Question 2 (b)(i) Ordinary Level Sample Paper 2, 

Section B

Section 6 (c)

L.O. 1.15

L.O. 1.14



What Learning Outcomes are being
assessed in the following question? 

https://tinyurl.com/LC-Geography-Question

https://tinyurl.com/LC-Geography-Question
https://tinyurl.com/LC-Geography-Question
https://tinyurl.com/LC-Geography-Question
https://tinyurl.com/LC-Geography-Question
https://tinyurl.com/LC-Geography-Question


What 
Learning 

Outcomes 
are being 

assessed in 
Question 6?

describe the impact of different factors on population size and 
distribution in Ireland and one Global South country 

examine the characteristics of population structure in 
Ireland, including their local setting, and in one Global South 
country

analyse factors that impact on population change in Ireland, 
including their local setting, and in one Global South country

analyse and synthesise geographical data and information from 
a range of appropriate sources

LO 2.6 

LO 2.7 

LO 2.8 

U9



Q & A



Today we have . . . 

• appreciated the central significance of the specification

• considered the structure of the Ordinary Level and Higher Level 
sample examination papers

• explored how the sample examination papers assess the learning 
outcomes across the strands



Connect with us 
https://oide.ie/post-primary/home/geography/geography-senior-cycle/

Geography: News, 

information and resources.

All bookings 

for teachers 

and schools. 

Sign up for the 

subject mailing list. 



Connect with us X

info@oide.ie

@Oide_Geography



Thank you
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