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The Professional Learning Experience 
will not be recorded

No photographs, video recording, audio 
recording or screengrabs

Questions and Answers will be interwoven 
throughout the webinar



Leaving Certificate 
Life, Community and Work Support

Senior Cycle Redevelopment- LCW Professional Learning Experience

 Proposed Timeline

4 x Full-Day PLEs     | 4 x Workshops | 7 x Webinars  |  2 x Collaboratives



Key Dates 

2025/2026 August 2025: Specification published

December 2025: AAC Guidelines

April 2026: Sample examination papers 

2026/2027 September 2026: Introduction in classroom

September 2026 Sample AAC Brief

Term 1, Year 2: Live AAC Brief

2027/2028 Year 2: AAC submitted

2028: Written State Examination



Today’s Key Messages 

• The specification is central to learning, teaching and 

assessment

• The learning described in the specification is relevant to the 

Common Level examination papers

• All learning described in the specification can be assessed in 

the final written exam

• Action verbs describe what the learner should be able to do 

once the learning outcome is achieved, they are related to the 

command words used in examination questions.



Webinar Intentions

We will…

• Consider the significance of the specification and the structure of 

the sample examination papers

• Explore Sample Examination Papers 1 and 2, the role of action 

verbs and application of student engagement with the Applied 

Learning Tasks.

• Identify opportunities for students to draw on the evidence of 

their learning documented in their digital portfolio



Action Verbs

Additional Assessment 

Component

60%

Examination

40%

Learning, Teaching and 

Assessment

Life, Community and Work 
Specification 

AAC 

Guidelines
Sample 

Papers x 2

Learning 

Outcomes

Figure 1: Key competencies in senior cycle, 2024, p.2. The components of competencies and their desired impact. 



Specification Overview

Figure 2: Life, Community and Work Specification, 2025, p. 10. Overview of 

the specification.



The Two Modules 



The Four Strands 



The Experiential Learning Cycle – 
Three Cross Cutting Elements 

Figure 2: Life, Community and Work Specification, 2025, p. 10. Overview of the specification.
Figure 3: Life, Community and Work Specification, 2025, 

p. 27 Experiential Learning Cycle.



Teaching for Student Learning

Leaving Certificate Life, 
Community and Work places 
the student at the centre 
through its learning outcomes 
design and is underpinned by 
the experiential learning 
cycle…
Figure 3: Life, Community and Work Specification, 2025, p. 27 Experiential Learning 

Cycle.



Working with Learning Outcomes
Module 1- Me and My Future,  Strand 1: Understanding Myself

Figure 4: Life, Community and Work Specification, 2025, p.13,15. Module 1, Strand 1 Learning Outcomes.

Figure 2: Life, Community and Work Specification, 2025, p. 10. Overview of the 

Specification.



Working with Learning Outcomes
Module 1- Me and My Future,  Strand 1: Understanding Myself

Figure 4: Life, Community and Work Specification, 2025, p13,. Module 1, Strand 1 Learning Outcomes.



The Applied Learning Tasks

Module 1

Applied Learning Task 1 Applied Learning Task 2

As students engage with Applied Learning Task 1 they will 

“create and develop a personal statement” (spec, p.15)

 

As students engage with Applied Learning Task 2 they will 

“create a career progression plan that incorporates various 

education, training and workplace opportunities and outline 

how it aligns to their personal statement (spec, p.18) 

Module 2

Applied Learning Task 3 Applied Learning Task 4

As students engage with Applied Learning Task 3 they will 

“reflect on the role they played during the collaborative 

problem-solving task to address a real-life community issue, 

demonstrating the development of a broad range of 

transferable skills.” (spec, p.22)

As students engage with Applied Learning Task 4 they will 

"create and assess a plan that will respond to feedback on 

their engagement with the workplace, that focuses on areas 

for further progress and development” (spec, p.26)



Assessment in Leaving Certificate Life, 
Community and Work

Figure 7: Life, Community and Work Specification, 2025, p. 29. 

Table 1 Overview of assessment for certification.

Figure 8: Life, Community and Work Specification, 2025, p.33. 

Table 3 Leaving Certificate Grading.

Image: Guidelines to support the completion of the Porfolio in Action Additional Assessment Component 2025

https://www.curriculumonline.ie/getmedia/f28c9dd5-236d-4336-a7e8-2ce4fd6a0c58/Guidelines-to-complete-the-Portfolio-in-Action-AAC-EN.pdf


Accessing Assessment 

Information

• Sample Examination Papers

• Two Common Level

Figure 9: State Examination 

Commission. Examination 

Information



Accessing Assessment 

Information

• Sample Examination Papers

• Two Common Level

Figure 10: State Examination Commission. Examination Information



Focus on Online Marking

• Must use black or blue pen

• Answers are to be written in spaces provided in 

the examination booklet

• There is additional space for extra work. All extra 

work must be labelled with question number and 

part

• The examination booklet will be scanned – 

writing outside the boxes may not be visible to 

examiner
For more information:

www.examinations.ie



Examination Specific Instructions

P. 2



Examination Specific Instructions

P. 2



Written Examination (40%)

Common Level Examination Structure

• 2 hours

• There are six questions (Totalling 200 marks) 

• Answer Question 1 and any four other questions.

Question 1 Questions 2 to 6

• Compulsory Question

• 60 marks

• Answer 4 of these 5 questions

• 35 marks each



Written Examination (40%)

(Life, Community and Work specification, 2025, p. 32)



Glossary of Action Verbs

Figure 5: LCW Specification, 2025, p.34. Appendix 1 Glossary of action verbs



Glossary of Action Verbs



Glossary of Action Verbs

Figure 5: LCW Specification, 2025, p.34. Appendix 1 Glossary of action verbs



Action Verbs

Describe what the student should be able to do

The learning outcomes contain action verbs

Command words are used for examination purposes to assess 
the learning outcome

Teachers and students should be familiar with these action 
verbs



Action Verbs
P. 23 2.2.1



Action Verbs

Learning outcomes in the specification are at 
common level

The learning outcome action verbs will 
be related to the command words used in 
assessment

Command words are used for examination 
purposes in the examination papers 



Action Verbs Posters



Action Verbs Posters



Sample Paper 1



Compulsory Question Q1
Q.1 is 
compulsory

60 marks out of a total 200 marks

Questions are based on the learning outcomes 
across both modules 

Range of questions



Questions 2 - 6

Q.2 – Q.6 Complete 4 questions out of 5

35 marks per question

140 marks out of a total 200 marks

Range of questions



Sample 
Examination 
Paper 1



Sample 
Examination 
Paper 1, Q1.

P. 3



Exploring Learning Outcomes Across 
Modules 

Module 1, 
Strand 1 , 3.3

Module 2, 
Strand 1 , 3.1

Sample 
Paper 1: Q.1 
(a) (ii) (p.3)

P. 14

P. 21

https://www.curriculumonline.ie/getmedia/f6802fdb-582a-4380-905f-ee47b4edbaf2/SC-LCW-Spec-ENG-INT.pdf


Exploring Learning Outcomes: Module 1, 
Strand 2, Learning Outcome 2.7

P. 18

https://www.curriculumonline.ie/getmedia/f6802fdb-582a-4380-905f-ee47b4edbaf2/SC-LCW-Spec-ENG-INT.pdf


Exploring Learning Outcomes: Module 1, 
Strand 2, Learning Outcome 2.7

P. 18

Sample Paper 1: 
Q.1 (e)(i) (p.6)

https://www.curriculumonline.ie/getmedia/f6802fdb-582a-4380-905f-ee47b4edbaf2/SC-LCW-Spec-ENG-INT.pdf


Exploring Learning Outcomes: Module 1, 
Strand 2, Learning Outcome 2.7

P. 18

Sample Paper 1: 
Q.1 (e)(ii) (p.6)

https://www.curriculumonline.ie/getmedia/f6802fdb-582a-4380-905f-ee47b4edbaf2/SC-LCW-Spec-ENG-INT.pdf


Reflection

How might students’ engagement with their 

digital portfolio support them in answering 

Question 1? Share your thoughts in the chat



Questions 2 - 6

Q.2 – Q.6 Complete 4 questions out of 5

35 marks per question

140 marks out of a total 200 marks

Range of questions



Exploring Learning Outcomes: 
Module 1, Strand 1

Sample Paper 1: 
Q.2 (a) (b) (p.10,11)



Exploring Learning Outcomes: Module 1, 
Strand 1, Learning Outcomes 2.1 and 2.2

Q.2 (a)

Sample Paper 1: 
Q.2 (a) (p.10)

P. 14



Exploring Learning Outcomes: Module 1, 
Strand 1, Learning Outcomes 2.1 and 2.2

Sample Paper 1: 
Q.2 (b) (p.11)

P. 14



Exploring Learning Outcomes: Module 1, 
Strand 1, Learning Outcomes 2.3 and 2.4

P. 14

Sample Paper 1: 
Q.2 (c) (p.12)



Exploring Learning Outcomes: Module 1, 
Strand 1, Learning Outcome 1.2

P. 13

Sample Paper 1: 
Q.2 (d) (p.13)



Exploring Applied Learning Tasks

Consider which ALT students might draw on to 
support and develop their answers for 
Question 2 (pg. 10-13)

The ALTs are described on pg. 15,18, 22 and 26 

of the Life, Community and Work Specification



Exploring Learning Outcomes: 
Applied Learning Task 1

P. 15



Exploring Learning Outcomes:

Sample 1: Q.3 (d)(i)(ii) 
(p.16 & 17)



Exploring Learning Outcomes: 
Module 1: Strand 1, Learning Outcome 3.6

Module 2: Strand 2, Learning Outcome 2.8

P. 15

P. 25

Sample 1: Q.3 (d)(i) (p.16)



P. 26

Exploring Learning Outcomes: Module 2, 

Strand 2, Learning Outcome 1.7
P. 24

Sample 1: Q.3 (d)(ii) (p.17)



Exploring Learning Outcomes: Applied 
Learning Task 4

P. 26



Exploring Learning Outcomes: Module 1, 
Strand 2, Learning Outcomes 1.1 and 1.5

P. 16

P. 17



Exploring Learning Outcomes
Sample 1: Q.5  (p.22)

P. 16

P. 17



Exploring Learning Outcomes: Module 1, 
Strand 2, Learning Outcomes 1.1 and 1.5

P. 17

P. 16

Sample 1: Q.5 (a) (p.22)



Exploring Learning Outcomes: Module 1, 
Strand 2, Learning Outcomes 1.1 and 1.5

P. 17

P. 16

Sample 1: Q.5 (e) (p.24)



Reflection

What key learning will you take away from 

working through Sample Examination Paper 1?



Sample Paper 2



Sample 
Examination



Written Examination (40%)

Common Level Examination Structure

• 2 hours

• There are six questions (Totalling 200 marks) 

• Answer Question 1 and any four other questions.

Question 1 Questions 2 to 6

• Compulsory Question

• 60 marks

• Answer 4 of these 5 questions

• 35 marks each



Exploring Learning Outcomes: Module 1,
Strand 1, Learning Outcomes 2.1 - 2.4

P. 14

Sample 2: 
Q.1 (a) (p.3) 



Exploring Learning Outcomes: Module 2, 
Strand 1, Learning Outcomes 1.1 and 1.5

P. 20



Exploring Learning Outcomes: Module 2, 
Strand 1, Learning Outcomes 1.1 and 1.5

Sample 2: Q.1 (c)(i) and (ii) (p.4)



Exploring Learning Outcomes: Module 1, 
Strand 2, Learning Outcome 2.8

P. 18

Sample 2: 
Q.1 (f)(i) (p.7)



Exploring learning outcomes: Module 2, 
Strand 1, Learning Outcomes 2.1 and 2.2

P. 21



Questions 2 - 6

Q.2 – Q.6 Complete 4 questions out of 5

35 marks per question

140 marks out of a total 200 marks

Range of questions



Exploring Sample Paper 2, Question 2

Sample 2: Q.2 (p.12)



Exploring Learning Outcomes: Module 1, 
Strand 1, Learning Outcome 3.2

P. 14

Sample 2: Q.2 (a) (p.13)



Exploring Learning Outcomes: Module 1, 
Strand 2, Learning Outcome 2.6

P. 18



Exploring Learning Outcomes: Module 1, 
Strand 2, Learning Outcome 2.6

Sample 2, Q. 3(c), p. 17



Exploring Learning Outcomes: Module 1, 
Strand 2, Learning Outcome 2.5

P. 18



Exploring Learning Outcomes: Module 1, 
Strand 2, Learning Outcome 2.5

Sample 2: Q.5 (d), p.24



Exploring Learning Outcomes: Module, 
Strand 2, Learning Outcome 2.5

Sample 2: Q.5 (d)(iv) , p.25



Exploring Learning Outcomes: Module 1, 
Strand 2, Learning Outcome 2.5

Sample 5: Q.5 (d)(v) (p.25)



Exploring Learning Outcomes: Module 2, 
Strand 1, Learning Outcomes 3.1-3.4

P. 21

Exploring Learning Outcomes: Module 2, Strand 1, Learning Outcomes 3.1-3.4Exploring Learning Outcomes: Module 2, Strand 1, Learning Outcomes 3.1-3.4



Exploring Learning Outcomes: Module 2, 
Strand 1, Learning Outcomes 3.1 - 3.4

P. 22 



Exploring Learning Outcomes: Applied 
Learning Task 3

P. 22



Exploring Learning Outcomes: Module 2, 
Strand 1, Learning Outcomes 3.1 - 3.4

Sample 2: Q.6 (a) (p.26)

P. 21



Exploring Learning Outcomes: Module 2, 
Strand 1, Learning Outcomes 3.1 - 3.4

Sample 2: Q.6 (a) (p.26)

P. 22



Exploring Learning Outcomes: Module 2, 
Strand 1, Learning Outcome 3.4 Sample 2: Q.6 (b) (p.27)

P. 22



Exploring Learning Outcomes: Applied 
Learning Task 3 Sample 2: Q.6 (c) (I) (ii)  (p.27 & 28)

P. 22



Exploring Learning Outcomes: Applied 
Learning Task 3 Sample 2: Q.6 (d) (p.28)

P. 22



Reflection

What key learning will you take away from 

working through Sample Examination Paper 2?



Teaching for Student Learning

Leaving Certificate Life, 
Community and Work places 
the student at the centre 
through it’s learning outcomes 
design and is underpinned by 
the experiential learning 
cycle…

Figure 3: Life, Community and Work Specification, 2025, 

p. 27 Experiential Learning Cycle.



Today, we have …

• Considered the significance of the specification and the structure 

of the sample examination papers

• Explored Sample Examination Papers 1 and 2, the role of action 

verbs and application of student engagement with the Applied 

Learning Tasks.

• Identified opportunities for students to draw on the evidence of 

their learning documented in their digital portfolio



Today’s Key Messages 

• The specification is central to learning, teaching and 

assessment

• The learning described in the specification is relevant to the 

Common Level examination papers

• All learning described in the specification can be assessed in 

the final written exam

• Action verbs describe what the learner should be able to do 

once the learning outcome is achieved, they are related to the 

command words used in examination questions.



Connect with us
All Business Subjects: 

News, information 

and resources.

All bookings 

for teachers 

and schools. 

Sign up for the 

subject mailing list. 



Connect with us

Businesssubjects@oide.ie

@Oide_Business
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