
Leaving Certificate 
Accounting
The New Specification

Day 1





Session 1

09:15 - 11:00
A shared understanding of the Leaving Certificate Accounting 

Specification including the cross-cutting themes of Ethics and 

Sustainability in Accounting and Digital Technology in Accounting.

Tea/Coffee

11:00 - 11:20

Session 2

11:20 - 13:00
Consider the Fundamentals of Accounting strand and its role in 

developing an understanding of the core principles and values in 

Accounting.

Lunch

13:00 - 14:00

Session 3

14:00 - 15:45
Engage with the cross-cutting themes within the specification and 

deepen our understanding of Digital Technology in Accounting.

Overview of the Day



Working Norms



Leaving Certificate 
Accounting Support

Senior Cycle Redevelopment- Leaving Certificate Accounting

Professional Learning Experience Proposed Timeline

5 x Full-Day PLEs  | 2 x Collaboratives  |  4 x Workshops | 5 x Webinars  



Support Materials
A qr code with a dinosaur

Description automatically generated

Oide Mailing ListsProfessional 

Learning Materials

Booklet, p.2

https://tinyurl.com/3kkyj5ft tinyurl.com/maux2hun

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=kbF7o4upVUygsPmrXzRebbT8kw1VcKtJkVraZOg-ZYhUNVZTT0lNVEoyRzZYSzA0NlI4SlUxS1VMNSQlQCN0PWcu&route=shorturl


Session 1

In this session we will…

• Explore more deeply the rationale and aims underpinning the 
specification

• Develop our understanding of the four strands and two cross-
cutting themes in the specification.



Key Documents
Image of NCCA 2024 key competencies in senior cycle document

Image of NCCA  2022 Senior Cycle Advisory Report document

Image of Digtal Strategy for Schools to 2027 document

Image for Ireland’s Literacy, Numeracy and Digital Literacy Strategy 2024-­2033

Policy documents that underpin the new specification

https://ncca.ie/media/mfhhagys/key-competencies-in-senior-cycle_en.pdf
https://ncca.ie/media/5399/scr-advisory-report_en.pdf
https://assets.gov.ie/static/documents/irelands-literacy-numeracy-and-digital-literacy-strategy-2024-2033-every-learner-from-.pdf
https://assets.gov.ie/static/documents/digital-strategy-for-schools-to-2027.pdf


Senior Cycle Key Competencies
A diagram of a key competencies in senior cycle

Figure 1: Accounting Specification, 2025, p.8. The components of competencies and their desired impact. 

Figure 2: Accounting Specification, 2025, p.9. Key Competencies 

in senior cycle, supported by literacies and numeracy.

https://ncca.ie/media/mfhhagys/key-competencies-in-senior-cycle_en.pdf
https://ncca.ie/media/mfhhagys/key-competencies-in-senior-cycle_en.pdf


Specification Overview

Figure 3: Accounting Specification, 2025, p. 11. Specification Overview



Cross-cutting Themes

These skills are developed incrementally 

over time and the learning outcomes across 

the four strands provide students with an 

opportunity to apply their understanding of 

accounting when working with financial data 

and/or information both manually and 

digitally.

(Accounting Specification, 2025, p.28)



Overview of the Specification

• September 2027

• 180 hours minimum class contact time

• Higher and Ordinary Level

• First Leaving Certificate Examination in June 2029 

Assessment: Written Examination 60% and 

Additional Assessment Component (AAC) 40%



Overview of Assessment

• Additional Assessment Component -

Applied Accounting

• 40% of final grade

• Common brief

• Guided by a brief, the AAC will take 

the form of a digital practical 

assessment and will be completed in 

a controlled and supervised 

environment.

Figure 4: Accounting Specification, 2025, p.29, Table 2 Overview of 

assessment for certification.

Image of AAC 

guidelines when 

available



Activity: Rationale and Aims

Read the rationale and aims for Leaving Certificate 

Accounting (p. 4-5)

What key competencies can students further 

develop from studying Accounting?

3 mins 5 mins

Booklet, Pg.3



Specification Overview

Figure 3: Accounting Specification, 2025, p. 11. Specification Overview



The Strands
Strand 1: The Fundamentals of Accounting



The Strands
Strand 1: The Fundamentals of Accounting



The Strands
Strand 2: Preparation and Analysis of Financial Statements of a Sole Trader



The Strands
Strand 3: Preparation and Analysis of Financial Statements of a Limited Company



The Strands
Strand 3: Preparation and Analysis of Financial Statements of a Limited Company



The Strands
Strand 4: Informed Decision Making



Action Verbs

Describe what the student should be able to do

The learning outcomes contain action verbs

Appendix 1: Glossary of Action Verbs details 
what each action verb means in the context of 
the Accounting Specification

Teachers and students should be familiar with 
these action verbs

Figure 5: Accounting Specification, 2025, 

p.34. Appendix 1 Glossary of Action 

Verbs.



Action Verbs

Figure 5: Accounting Specification, 2025, p.34. Appendix 1 Glossary of Action Verbs.



Demonstrating Digital Technology 
in Accounting 

10 mins

Booklet, Pg.4



Key Competencies

The key competencies can be developed in 

Leaving Certificate Accounting in a range of 

ways through student engagement with the 

learning outcomes. 

In Leaving Certificate Accounting, students 

develop and apply the competency of thinking 

and solving problems where they focus on the 

use of financial data to gain insights into the 

financial position of an organisation.

(Accounting Specification, 2025, p.10)

Image of key competencies in senior cycle document

A diagram of a key competencies in senior cycle

https://ncca.ie/media/mfhhagys/key-competencies-in-senior-cycle_en.pdf
https://ncca.ie/media/mfhhagys/key-competencies-in-senior-cycle_en.pdf


Key Competencies

View the Key Competencies and note 

your reflections on how they can be 

developed within students. 

(Key competencies in senior cycle, p. 3-9)

Image of NCCA Key competencies in senior cycle. August 2024

https://ncca.ie/media/mfhhagys/key-competencies-in-senior-cycle_en.pdf


Working with Learning Outcomes and 
Developing Students’ Key Competencies
For the learning outcome assigned to you, consider the following:

Action Verb Knowledge

What exactly does the student need to be 

able to do as outlined in the action verb? 

What knowledge should students gain by 

engaging with this learning outcome and how 

might it support further learning?

Key Competency Attributes Learning Experiences

What key competency attributes might 

students develop by engaging with this 

learning outcome?

What learning experiences could you create to 

engage with this learning outcome?

• The Key Competencies in Senior Cycle document (p.3-9)

• The Accounting Specification 2025: Appendix 1 Glossary of Action verbs (p.34) and the Key Competencies in Accounting (p.10)

Booklet, Pg.5



Activity: Exploring the Four Strands

Strand 1

P.14-18

Strand 2

P.19-21

Strand 3

P.22-24

Strand 4

P.25-27
10 mins

10 mins

Group 1-4While exploring, consider:

Using digital technology in Accounting to inform 

teaching, learning and assessment, how will you 

improve learner outcomes and experiences?

10 mins

5 mins

Booklet, Pg.6



Session 1

In this session we have…

• Explored more deeply the rationale and aims underpinning 
the specification

• Developed our understanding of the four strands and two 
cross-cutting themes in the specification.



Break



Leaving Certificate 
Accounting
Session 2



Session 2

In this session we will…

• Develop our understanding of the fundamentals of accounting 

strand and appreciate how it supports learning across the 

other strands

• Consider teaching, learning and assessment aspects of the 

specification in greater depth taking into account Digital 

Technology in Accounting.



The Fundamentals of Accounting

Through engaging with the learning in this 

strand students will develop their understanding 

of the rules of accounting and will have 

opportunities to develop their knowledge and 

experience of the practical application of the 

accounting cycle … when engaging with the 

learning in Strands 2, 3 and 4.

(Accounting Specification, 2025, p.14)



The Fundamentals of Accounting

This strand is designed as the roots of 

the specification. It is envisaged that 

students will revisit the concepts in this 

strand and build on them throughout 

their two years of study. 

(Accounting Specification, 2025, p.14)



Activity: Exploring Strand 1

Key

insights

Real world 

applications

Area to 

explore further

10 mins

10 mins

Pairs A-C

10 mins

10 mins

Pair A

P.14-15

Pair B

P.15-17

Pair C

P.17-18

The World of 
Accounting

Forms of 
Business 
Structures

Key Users of 
Financial 

Information and 
Financial 

Statements

Conceptual 
Framework of 

Financial 
Reporting

Double Entry 
Bookkeeping

Cashflow 
Management

Dealing with 
Personal and 

Business 
Taxation

Role of 
Technology

Demonstrating 
Digital Accounting 

Skills

Booklet, Pg.7-8



Strand 1: Fundamentals of Accounting

This strand supports students in 

developing an understanding of the 

core principles and values that 

underpin accounting.

(Accounting Specification, 2025, p.14)



The Fundamentals of Accounting
Using strand 1 to support student learning across all strands

How will the areas of learning within strand 1 support 
student learning in strands 2, 3 and 4?

Strand 2

P.19-21

Strand 3

P.22-24

Strand 4

P.25-27
Strand 1

P.14-18



Activity: Fundamentals of Accounting
Using strand 1 to support student learning across all strands

Learning Outcome Link to Strand 1: The Fundamentals of Accounting

2.5.1 Explain why a 

sole trader may decide 

to register as a limited 

company

1.2.1 differentiate between different forms of business 

structures

1.2.2 investigate the registration and filing 

requirements placed on companies by the CRO.

Strand 2

P.19-21

Strand 1

P.14-18

Booklet, Pg.9



Activity: Fundamentals of Accounting
Using strand 1 to support student learning across all strands

For your assigned strand:

Consider how the areas of learning within strand 1 will 
support student learning in that strand

15 mins

5 mins

A

Strand 2

P.19-21

B

Strand 3

P.22-24

C

Strand 4

P.25-27

Strand 1

P.14-18

Booklet, Pg.9



Teaching for Student Learning

Teachers should use a wide range of 

approaches that foster proficiency of 

fundamental concepts while developing 

students’ abilities in accounting, reporting, 

interpreting, and decision-making.

(Accounting Specification, 2025, p.28)



Teaching for Student Learning

Students should be encouraged to relate the 

knowledge and skills they acquire to real-world 

business contexts. Highlighting the connection 

between accounting and its applications beyond 

the classroom will help students appreciate the 

subject's value—not just as a school topic but as 

a gateway to personal and professional 

opportunities in the broader world.

(Accounting Specification, 2025, p.28)

3 mins



Double Entry Bookkeeping
1.5.1



Teaching for Student Learning 
Double Entry Bookkeeping Case Study

You work in a busy accounting department at Phoenix Ltd. A colleague within the 
accounting department has completed the Double Entry Bookkeeping for June 2026 and 
although the Trial Balance concerned has balanced, a review has identified a number of 
errors now requiring your attention.

Errors identified:

• On the 11/6/26 net sales on credit totalling €1,800 (excluding VAT) to Holland Ltd 
have been completely omitted

• On the 9/6/26 gross credit purchases from Sheridan Ltd totalling €799.50 (including 
VAT) were incorrectly recorded as McKeown Ltd in the trade payables ledger

• A credit note received from Sheridan Ltd on 5/6/26 overstated the gross returns at 
€1,230 (net amount €1000 plus VAT) instead of the correct net amount of €100.

You decide to provide a summary report around the use of digital technology in 
Accounting including reference to accuracy, time efficiency and the use of multiple 
worksheets to record double entry transactions.

Booklet, Pg.10-11



Teaching for Student Learning 
Double Entry Bookkeeping Case Study

5 mins

Booklet, Pg.10-11



Demonstrating Digital Accounting Skills

1.9.1

How will you integrate digital technologies into your 
teaching practice to support students' development of 
digital skills in Accounting?

5 min

Booklet, Pg.12



Session 2

In this session we have…

• Developed our understanding of the fundamentals of 

accounting strand and appreciated how it supports learning 

across the other strands

• Considered teaching, learning and assessment aspects of the 

specification in greater depth taking into account Digital 

Technology in Accounting.



Lunch



Leaving Certificate 
Accounting
Session 3



Session 3

In this session we will…

• Enhance our understanding of the cross-cutting themes of 

Digital Technology in Accounting and Ethics and 

Sustainability in Accounting

• Explore opportunities for students to demonstrate digital 

accounting skills

• Deepen our understanding of Digital Technology in 

Accounting.



Cross-cutting Themes

Two cross-cutting themes are identified: 

Digital Technology in Accounting, and 

Ethics and Sustainability in

Accounting, both of which can provide a 

lens for the learning within the 

specification and have been interlinked 

throughout the learning as appropriate.
(Accounting Specification, 2025, p.11)



Cross-cutting Themes

Read about the cross-cutting themes 

of Digital Technology and Ethics 

and Sustainability in Accounting, 

while considering their role in 

Accounting (p.12)

3 mins 3 mins



Digital Technology in Accounting 

The use of digital technology has been 

woven into the four strands in the 

specification and supports students in 

developing the capacity and confidence 

to use a software application to prepare,

analyse and interpret financial data and 

information.

(Accounting Specification, 2025, p.28)



Digital Technology in Accounting: 
Case Study

You joined the accounting department of Northwest Garments Ltd earlier this year. 
Following a recent assessment of working conditions, the company was advised that the 
ventilation in its factory is inadequate. Management has been advised to install a new 
air-filtration system as soon as possible to protect the health and wellbeing of 
employees. The system will involve an initial cost, long-term finance repayments and 
ongoing maintenance costs.

Your line manager believes that including these payments in the cash budget will result 

in projected cash deficits and make the company less attractive to a prospective buyer. 

He has asked you to delay the purchase for several months and to leave the related 

payments out of the cash budget being presented to management. He argues that a 

successful sale would protect employees’ jobs and that the filtration system could be 

installed by the new owners.

The line manager has also suggested improving the company’s short-term cash position 

by not responding to suppliers seeking overdue payments and by putting increased 

pressure on customers to pay amounts owed before their agreed payment dates. 3 mins

Booklet, Pg.13



Activity: Digital Technology in 
Accounting 

20 mins



Digital Technology in Accounting: 
Case Study

What learning outcomes are relevant to this case 
study?

How are the cross-cutting themes relevant to this 
case study?

5 mins

Booklet, Pg.14



Digital Technology in Accounting 
4.4.3

4.5.1



Digital Technology in Accounting: 
Case Study 

You joined the accounting department of Northwest Garments Ltd earlier this year. 
Following recent market research conducted, the company is considering investing 
heavily in the manufacture and distribution of sea shoes.  A colleague within the 
accounting department had commenced work around breakeven analysis to support 
decision making in this area, and now you are asked to complete this work.

As part of your new role you are expected to:

• Complete the data input figures necessary for the calculation of the breakeven 
point

• Produce a breakeven chart capable of providing information at various sales levels

• Advise on the potential of making supernormal profits and any ethical 
considerations and

• Provide a summary report around the use of digital technology to support informed 
decision making within a business. 3 mins

Booklet, Pg.15



Activity: Digital Technology in 
Accounting 

20 mins



Digital Technology in Accounting: 
Case Study

What learning outcomes are relevant to this case 
study?

How will you use case studies to support learning in 
the Accounting classroom?  

5 mins

Booklet, Pg. 16

5 mins



Digital Technology in Accounting 
4.3.2

4.5.1



Reflection: What next?

Reflect on this 
professional learning 
experience and your 

introduction to the 
new Accounting 

Specification

Reflect

Identify

three actions that you 
will take following this 
professional learning 

experience day 

Identify
Consider:

• Your individual 
practice

• Your subject 
department

Consider



Session 3

In this session we have…

• Enhanced our understanding of the cross-cutting themes of 

Digital Technology in Accounting and Ethics and 

Sustainability in Accounting

• Explored opportunities for students to demonstrate digital 

accounting skills

• Deepened our understanding of Digital Technology in 

Accounting.



Leaving Certificate 
Accounting
End of session 3



Connect with us
All Business Subjects: 

News, information 

and resources.

All bookings 

for teachers 

and schools. 

Sign up for the 

subject mailing list. 



Connect with us

Businesssubjects@oide.ie

@Oide_Ireland
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Appendices

Figure 1: NCCA (2024). Curriculum Specification for Leaving Certificate Accounting, p.8. Leaving 

Certificate Accounting: Specification Overview.

Figure 2: NCCA (2024). Curriculum Specification for Leaving Certificate Accounting, p.9. Leaving 

Certificate Accounting: Specification Overview.

Figure 3: NCCA (2025). Curriculum Specification for Leaving Certificate Accounting, p.11. Leaving 

Certificate Accounting: Specification Overview.

Figure 4: NCCA (2025). Curriculum Specification for Leaving Certificate Accounting, p.29.Table 2 

Overview of assessment for certification. 

Figure 5: NCCA (2025). Curriculum Specification for Leaving Certificate Accounting, p.34. Appendix 1 

Glossary of Action Verbs.
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