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Expectations



Welcome Activity



Working as a Historian / Geographer

Working as a 

historian/geographer, what 

questions might you ask 

and how might you go about 

answering those questions?



Concepts of Working as a Historian / 
Geographer

50



Skills of Working as a Historian / 
Geographer

51



Session One Outcomes:
SEE Curriculum

Develop an understanding of working as 

a historian and a geographer.

Explore the opening chapters of the SEE 

specification.

Begin to reflect on current practice in 

order to enact the SEE curriculum.



Key Messages for Enactment

The successful enactment 

of the SEE specification 

relies on effective 

preparation for learning, 

teaching and assessment 

by teachers and schools.

Enactment is about bringing 

to life what is set down in 

the specification and 

embedding it in children’s 

Learning Experiences that 

reflect the vision of the 

curriculum.

Enactment involves purposeful 

engagement with the 

specification and its supports, 

as well as the development of 

whole-school curriculum plans 

and whole-school agreed 

approaches.



Your Journey So Far

2019

2023

2023

2024

2024

2025

2025

2025/26

2026/27

2026/27



SEE Specification and Supports
A red briefcase full of school supplies

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

NCCA Toolkit    DEY Supports SEE Specification

https://www.curriculumonline.ie/primary/curriculum-areas/social-and-environmental/social-and-environmental-toolkit/


Key Documents 



Journey of Reflection 



Reflection on Current Practice

How are all children 
currently experiencing 
learning, teaching and 

assessment in History and 
Geography? 

15-16



SEE Curriculum 
What has Evolved?

What are you 
curious about or 

wondering about in 
the SEE Curriculum?



SEE Curriculum 
What has Evolved? Science is part 

of STEM

Integrated 

Approach

Learning 

Outcomes & 

Key 

Competencies

Skills and 

Concepts

Framed by 

Global Learning 

Themes

Suggested 

Time 

Allocations

Learning 

through the 

Elements

Incorporates 

Religions, 

Beliefs and

Worldviews



Religions, Beliefs and Worldviews

Learning about Religions, Beliefs and Worldviews in 
SEE aims to develop an informed awareness and 

understanding of diverse worldviews.

In all stages, preparation must be anchored in the 
historical and geographical standpoint.

(p.35 Enacting the Curriculum: Guidance for Teachers’ Preparation in Social and 

Environmental Education)

35

Hill of Uisneach, Co. Westmeath
(Irish Newspaper Archives, 2024)

Mount Fuji, Japan
(U.S. National Archives, 2004)

Croagh Patrick, Co. Mayo
(National Library of Ireland, 1924) 



Chapter 1
Introduction

Local, regional,

national, European

and global

Principles of 

Learning, Teaching

and Assessment

3-7

History, Geography
(incorporating Religions, Beliefs 

and Worldviews)



6

4-5

Principles of Learning, Teaching and 
Assessment

Have you identified 
principles that are 

currently effective or 
highly effective in this 

curriculum area in your 
school?



Chapter 2
Rationale

Active Citizens
Curiosity and 

Wonder

Sustainable

Future 
Critical Thinking

Heritage of 

Ireland, Europe 

and the Wider 

World

History

Geography

8



Chapter 3
Aims

9

connect with their innate 

curiosity, imagination 

and wonder. 

cultivate their critical 

thinking and active 

engagement. 

enhance their problem-

solving and analytical 

skills. 

enrich their cultural 

awareness. 
foster their geographical 

awareness. 

foster their historical 

awareness. 
promote Irish, European 

and global citizenship. 



Chapter 4
Strands and Strand Units 

12



Connecting Scenarios to the SEE 
Curriculum

1. Read your scenario card together in pairs.

3. Make connections to the Principles, Rationale, Aims, 

Strands and Strand Units of the SEE Curriculum.

2. Discuss the prompts on your page. 

4. Feedback to group.



23



Session Two Outcomes:
SEE Curriculum

Understand the Elements as a Guide to the 

"How" of Children's Learning.

Deepen our Understanding of Learning 

Outcomes.

Begin to Develop Familiarity with 

Chapter 6: The Curriculum in Practice.



Learning in SEE
Strands and Strand Units 

12



Learning in SEE
Elements

Elements describe the processes children engage in as they learn in 

SEE. These elements support our understanding of how children learn. 10-11



Learning in SEE
Elements

Task: Assign processes to the correct Element.

11



Exploring the Elements
How children learn is as important as what they learn. 

29

Which element do you 

feel is currently most 

evident in 

your practice and what 

contributes to its 

success?



Chapter 5: Learning Outcomes 

20



6a: Learning 
in SEE

25

Chapter 6
The Curriculum in Practice

27

6b: Teaching 
in SEE

6c: Assessment 
in SEE

6d: Global 
Learning 

Themes in SEE



Global Learning Themes
Frame Learning and Teaching in SEE

42

42-43



Preparation for Learning, Teaching & 
Assessment 



Exploring a Learning Outcome

20

Strand: My Locality

Strand Unit: Environment and 

Sustainable Living

Stage: 1 (Junior and Senior Infants)

20

Focus(es) of 
Learning

Assessment

Learning 
Experience



Exploring a Learning Outcome

20
20

Focus(es) of 
Learning

Assessment

Learning 
Experience

Strand: My Locality

Strand Unit: Environment and 

Sustainable Living

Stage: 1 (Junior and Senior Infants)

      2 (First and Second class)



Place-Based Learning and Fieldwork 
Outdoors as a Pedagogical Approach

37

Read page 37.

What does this mean for 

you in your role?



Exploring a Learning Outcome

20

Strand: Europe and the wider world

Strand Unit: Identity and heritage

Stage 2: (First and Second Class) 20

Focus(es) of 
Learning

Assessment

Learning 
Experience



Story as a Pedagogical Approach

38

Read page 38.

What does this mean for 

you in your role?



Exploring a Learning Outcome

20
Strand: 

Strand Unit: 

Stage: 

20

Focus(es) of 
Learning

Assessment

Learning 
Experience

Choose any Learning 
Outcome to focus on  

collaboratively.



Exploring a Learning Outcome

20
20

Focus(es) of 
Learning

Assessment

Learning 
Experience

Identify one learning 
outcome that you can 
focus on next in your 

setting.



Exploring a Learning Outcome

20
20

Focus(es) of 
Learning

Assessment

Learning 
Experience

Choose a Learning 

Outcome that you 

could explore in 

your setting in the 

coming weeks.



What would we like to 

focus more on as a 

school following this 

session?

Pause & Reflect

What one thing 

might I do now in my 

practice based on 

this session?



      Lón



Learning Experiences 
in SEE  



Session Three Outcomes:
SEE Curriculum

Experience working as an Historian and a 

Geographer.

Explore pedagogical approaches that 

support rich learning experiences.

Develop Whole-School 'Next Steps' to 

support SEE curriculum enactment.



Object

What do you see? What do you think?
What do you 

wonder?



Learning Outcome(s)
Anchoring preparation

Identify one or more 
learning outcomes that 

could anchor this 
investigation.

20-25



Select Evidence 

Explore the evidence 
pack and discuss your 

findings with your 
group.



Examine Evidence

Helps answer 

your inquiry 

question

Does not 

help answer 

your inquiry 

question



Critical Evaluation  

(Wineburg, 1991)

Source? Context? Corroboration?

Who created it?

What is the source ?

When was it 

created? 

Why was it created?

What was 

happening at the 

time?

What events led up 

to this?

What do we know 

about the author?

Do other sources 

say the same thing?

Which source seems 

most convincing and 

why?

What evidence 

supports this?



Evidence-based Conclusions

1. Read through your evaluation of your evidence.

3. Collectively discuss and reach conclusions on your 

analysis.

2. Individually record your analysis of the evidence.

4. Feedback to the whole group.
Conclusion 

Analysis Analysis

Analysis Analysis

What have I learned about life in the 

1920's and 1930's in Ireland?



Teaching in SEE
Pedagogical Approaches 

Which pedagogical 

approaches do you 

think were most evident 

in the learning 

experiences?

33-38



Inquiry as a Pedagogical Approach

36

Read page 36.

What does this mean for 

you in your role?



Concepts of Working as a Historian / 
Geographer

50



Skills of Working as a Historian / 
Geographer

51



Whole-School Action 
Planning 



The Principles of Learning Teaching and Assessment provide the 

lens through which schools should reflect on their whole-school 

practice in enacting the redeveloped curriculum.

REFLECT

Thinking about today’s learning, what are you noticing 

about your current practice in relation to SEE?

Whole- School Action Planning
Reflect

5-6

6



REFLECT

What changes arising from today could make a meaningful 

difference to children’s learning in our school?​

Whole- School Action Planning
Select

SELECT

What is the most important area for us to focus on now?

6

"Teachers make decisions every 

day about teaching learning and 

assessment in their school… 

these decisions are shaped by 

the three key pillars."
8-11



REFLECT

What changes arising from today could make a 

meaningful difference to children’s

learning in our school?​

Whole- School Action Planning
Enact

SELECT

What is the most important area for us to focus on 

now?

ENACT

What is the first step we could take to begin this work?

6

8-11



WHAT

What will we do before the next visit?

WHO

Who will coordinate it, and how will 

everyone contribute?

WHEN

When will it begin, and when will we 

check progress?

SUPPORT

What resources, learning or 

collaboration will help?

EVIDENCE

What will we notice or gather 

from children’s learning?

REVIEW

When will we discuss what 

worked and what needs to 

change?

Whole- School Next Steps
From Reflection to Action



School Self- Evaluation 
An Engine for Change 

How are we using the SSE process to 

plan, monitor and evaluate curriculum 

enactment in our school?



Resources 

A group of kids lying down on a book

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

A red briefcase full of school supplies

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

https://oide.ie/primary/home/social-environmental-education/social-environmental-education/
https://www.curriculumonline.ie/archive/curriculum-area-toolkits/social-and-environmental-education-toolkit/


Míle Buíochas
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